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FOREWORD

This book was written by the late Frank B. Phillips during a
ten year period of His retirement years when he and his wife
Dorothy were presenti ng the marvelous message of “Christ our
Righteousness” in revivad meetings. God greatly blessed his
efforts. Hissermons were eagerly listened to and rgjoi ced over,
shared with others, and attendees experienced reviving renewd
in their lives. In 1978 aweek of prayer was held a Andrews
University, during which Pastor Philli pswas encouraged to pre-
parea manuscript for publication. Hewrotethe requested manu-
script, but it unfortunately remained unpubli shed—amost for-
gotten—for more than twenty years.

Recently, however, through simple but wonderfully provi-
dential means, Elder Phillips’ messages havebeen agai n brought
to the attention of God's chil dren—through the sharing of his
reviva sermons on cassettes, CDs, the internet, and now viathis
manuscript—and we are happy to report that God is usang these
messages in the same wonderful way again! We beieve God
has revived these messages to meet the urgent needs of Hispeople
who, in too many cases, have never personaly heard or applied
the life-changing truths of Christ Our Righteousness, and as a
result have only minimal ly experienced the more abundant life
anticipated in God's word.

We are accordingly pleased to provide his messages in this
written form, and pray the assimil ati on of these truthswil | bring
about that abundant life, and will allow each reader to become
God'sownfortressin thisrebe world, each heart a strong tower
for truth and love, and each life abeacon of light on ahill bring-
ing others to the knowledge truth.
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THE WEDDING GARMENT
THE INTRODUCTION

The parabl eof the wedding garment hol ds a parti cular inter-
est for God's peopletoday. It, dong with the parabl e of theten
virgins, has never been completed. In both cases the end of the
parable does not occur until Jesusrece vesHisbride. In thefirst
parable the Groom is waiting for the bride. In the second, the
brideis waiting for the Groom.

The wedding, itself, represents the union of humanity with
divinity. The wedding garment, that must be worn, represents
the character of Christ, which is an essentid for each guest at-
tending the marriageif they are to be accepted by the Father as
the Groom's bride.

M atthew 22 picturesthree separate occasions when theKing,
the Groom’s Father, sent His servants out to bring the bride in
for the wedding. The bride had been chosen and she had been
informed and knew she was to be married to the Groom. The
record reads, “He came unto his own, and his own received him
not.” John 1:11. The church, His chosen bride, was too busy
and did not wish to consummate the marriage on theterms re-
quired by the Groom.

The problem was the wedding garment. The bride had in-
sisted upon wearing agarment of her own choice—not that plain,
old-fashioned garment which the Groom’'s Father had planned
for her to wear.

The bride findly became so angered about the whole plan
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that she decided the only way out was to get rid of the Groom.
In order for her to do this it was necessary for her to take full
legal responsibility for the deed. There was atriad and, even
though the judge and mob knew that the Groom was innocent, a
greet cry was heard from the bride, “. . . Away with him, avay
with him, crucify him.” John 19:15. So the terrible deed was
done. The sense of relief to the bride was short-lived, however,
for the words of the Groom, spoken many days before, began to
trouble her: “. . . Destroy this temple, and in three days | will
rase it up.” John 2:19. The bride remembered how many
miracles He had performed when alive and her fear knew no
bounds.

True to His word, the Groom returned on the third day—
dive and well. Hetold one of the members of the bride' s party
that He must make aquick trip to see His Father to make sure
that everything was dl right as far as His own efforts to carry
out His Father’s plan were concerned. John 20:17.

Thetripwas made and on thesameday Hewas back visiting
with someof themembers of the bride'sfamily. Thisvisit caused
many of the bridal party to think very seriously. Could this be
the same person that was crucified three days before? Findly,
they were convinced that He was, indeed, the same person. The
Groom'’sjoy was grest a bel ng recognized, and Hesent thewhole
group out to find therest of the brida party and bring them back
to Him. Thebride, however, had other ideas and refused to come.
It was that weddi ng garment problem again.

Theroot of the problem wasthat every singl emember of the
bride’s party (the church) who had ever clamed to believe and
accept the Groom had received awedding garment. The ques-
tion was not where to purchase one or how to make one, for
when they accepted the invitation to become a member of the
bride's party the garment was received as agift. The problem
was wearing it!

Now therecame atime quitesoon after thiswhen the Groom
saw that Hewas not going to be marriedto His chosen bride, for
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sherefused to wear the garment. He, therefore, told His friends
to stop trying to convince His chosen bride to come and accept
Him. He told them to go anywhere and find Him a bride that
would be willing to wear the garment.

They travel ed far and wide. Infact, they went over the “face
of the whole earth” to carry the gospe (the good news) giving
theinvitation (Colossians 1:23), but not many wereinterested.

For the next (approximatey) e ghteen hundred years many
servants were sent out to represent the Groom and to invite any-
one to join the bridal party. It seemed the old question kept
coming up— the wedding garment. Some said that it was not
necessary to be so rigid. Some fdt that their own garment was
good enough. The arguments went on and on.

The time came when even the servants, themsdves, were
confused. They were inviting the guests without even mention-
ing thegarment that was necessary to be worn. Someeven said,
“If you give enough money, you won'’t need to worry about the
gament.” There were many who said, “We are not sure what
the garment is dl about anyway, so just forget it; only believe
and you will be welcomed by the Groom.”

The years rolled by and the bride was still not ready. The
Groom was anxious to come and receive His bride so He sent
specid instructi ons through one member of the bride’ sparty. He
had often sent speci d instructi onto Hisbrideby specid messen-
gers and, again, He hoped to clear away some of the probdems
that had been so confusng by using this gpecid gift. In these
messages Hewas careful to give more detailed instructions as to
how to put on and wear the garment that seemed such aproblem.
The special instructions were welcomed by some and rejected
by others. Those who accepted the added help seemed to get
aong wel with the garment in question. They found it a real
blessing that solved dl of their problems. Those who reected
the help seemed to still have the same ol d difficulti es.

Intime the King knew that He could not put theweddi ng of f
much longer. Therefore, He impressed Elders Jones and
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Waggoner in November of 1888 to meet with apart of the bridal
party who werein conference studying how best to preparethe
bride for the wedding. These two men insisted that the message
they were preaching was the true way to get ready for the wed-
ding.

The wedding garment was the problem again. Some were
willing to wear part of the garment if they could adjust it to
blend with their own. Others said they wanted no part of it a
al. Afew saw the garment as a gift and accepted it, wearing it
gladly ever &fter.

The problem was not settled, however, as far as the bride
was concerned. In afew years the problem seemed to go away.
Another effort was made by the Groom to awaken His bride
from her deadly slumber. This occurred in the early part of this
century. Bookswere written and sent out with clear instructions
asto how to get ready for thewedding. The bride, however, was
still not sure about the garment, even though the Groom had
continuously kept calling to her, “Awake, avake, put on thy
strength, O Zion; putonthy beautiful garments. ..” Isaiah 52:1.

In patience the Groom waited until He could scarcdy wait
longer. Problemsin the worldwere mounting so rapidly. Politi-
caly, economically, socidly, environmentally, spiritually and
physicaly theworld had been brought to the brink of disaster.
Onceagainthe Groom has set Himsdlf to prepareHisbride to be
ready for His soon return by urging them to be willing to wear
the garment.

There is no garment li ke the wedding garment in the whole
world. It brings peace, joy, sati sfaction and loveinto the human
heart. But itisinvisibleto the wearer, as well as to other mem-
bers of the bridal party (the church). However, it becomes the
magnetic force to draw others to accept the gospd invitati on.

This is thereason that it was only when the King came into
see the guests at the wedding that the one not having on the
wedding garment was speechless when asked about it. Mat-
thew 22:12. Hefdt at homewith the party until the King came
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in. Only thendid herealize his pretensewas recogni zed, and he
waswithout excuse. Remember, hehad received agarment when
he accepted the invitation. What could he say? There, across
his lap, was the garment neatly folded. He bdieved the prin-
ciples it represented, but it was so uncomfortable to wear, it was
so restricting. Heintended to put it on and wear it, but not yet.
No wonder he was speechless.

This book is intended to clearly revea how to receive and
wear the wedding garment which al must have and wear if they
are to meet the Lord in peace and not be speechl ess when He
comes. Asyou read the next chapter you will discover who is
behind dl this confusion and how you may be free from his
power. Then, and only then, can we see clearly the “how” and
“why” of God's great plan of redemption.
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1.
CONFIDENTIAL!
TOP SECRET INFORMATION!

Thehuman mind isthebattleground for themost deadl y con-
flict ever fought onthis planet. Christ seeksto control our minds
so that we might reach the highest fulfilIment of the capabilities
that He, Himsd f, built into that marvelous organ. Satan, on the
other hand, seekstoretai n control of that mindwhich is* enmity
against God.” Romans 8:7.

The human mind has been compared to acomputer in which
the memory bank is being programmed every waking moment
by one of two sources: Christ or Satan. Like the computer, the
mind’ s functi on depends upon theinformation it receives. Hav-
ing anayzed the information, the mind then determi nesits deci-
sion and subsequent course of action.

“Christ is the source of every right impulse.” 1 n opposi-
tion, “Satan isever seeking toimpressand control the mind, and
noneof us aresafe except aswehave aconstant connection with
God.”2 “There are but two powers that control the minds of
men—the power of God and the power of Satan.” 3 “Satantakes
control of every mind that is not decidedly under the control of
the Spirit of God.”4

Inthe clear, penetrating light of the foregoi ng statements, let
us attempt to and yze how the two great powers of good and evil
work. “Come now, and let usreasontogether . ..” Isaah 1:18 is
thebasis of God’s plan of working with thehuman family. “God
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first requires the heart, the affecti ons.”® (The mind and heart
are used interchangeably in Scripture as well as in the writings
of Ellen White.)

“My son, give methine heart, and let thine eyes observe my
ways.” Proverbs 23:26.

“The plan of beginning outside and trying to work
inward has dways failed and aways will fail. God's
plan withyou isto beginat the seat of dl difficulties, the
heart, and then from out of the heart will issue the prin-
ciples of righteousness; the reformation will be outward
aswell asinward.” ©

Often it is said about someone who is learning how to be-
come aChristian, “All that he haslefttodoisgive up thisor that
bad habit.” Possessons, attitudes or habits of life do not consti-
tute the problem; they are only symptoms of therea problem.
God says, “. . . man looketh on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looketh on the heart.” 1 Samud 16:7. “Keep thy heart
with dl diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” Proverbs
4.23.

“As the leaven, when mingled with the med , works
fromwithinoutward, soitisby the renewing of the heart
that the grace of God works to transform the life. No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into har-
mony with God. There are many who try to reform by
correcting this or that bad habit, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the
wrong place. Our first work is with the heart.” 7

We can readily seethat God’s method of accomplishing His
god for man is to begin with the heart or mind. Even this must
be by our willing permission. “Behold, | stand at the door and
knock . ..” Revdation 3:20. “If ye be willing and obedient, ye
shall eat the good of theland.” Isaiah1:19. “. .. God wil | accept
only willing service.” 8
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Therefore, He cannot accept obedience that is the result of
obligati on, force, or eventhedesireto satisfy aguil ty conscience.

“The man who attempts to keep the commandments
of God from a sense of obligation merely—because he
isrequired to do so—will never enter the joy of obedi-
ence. He does not obey. When the requirements of God
are accounted a burden because they cut across human
inclination, we may know that the lifeis not a Christian
life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle
within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the
love of the law of God.”©

Satan’s method of working began in heaven where he was
successful in his effort to spread the rebdlion that began in his
own mind. “It was his policy to perplex with subtle arguments
concerning thepurposes of God. Everythingthat wassimple he
shrouded in mystery, and by artful perversion cast doubt upon
the plainest statements of Jehovah.” 10

His plan worked so wdl that he has carried it out here on
earth for nearly six thousand years.

“The enemy is amaster worker, and if God's people
arenot constantly I ed by the Spirit of God, they will be
snared and taken.

For thousands of years Satan has been experiment-
ing upon the properties of the human mind, and he has
learned to know it well. By his subtle workings in these
last days, he is linking the human mind with his own,
imbuing it with his thoughts; and heis doing this work
in so deceptive a manner that those who accept his guid-
ance know not that they are being led by him at his will.
Thegreat deceiver hopes so to confusetheminds of men
and women, that none but his voice will be heard.” 11
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Satan’s work began in heaven by suggesting doubts, ques-

tions and thoughts in such asubtle way that the unfallen angels

were not aware that they were being led by him. They uttered

thoughts that originated with him, thinking they were ther

own.12 Any plan that worked so well in heaven would surdy
work well on earth. We are witnesses to its success.

Now let us anayze these plans together. Both powers are
seeking compl ete control of the mind to the exclusion of the
other. God, by man’swilling surrender to Him; Satan, by man’s
insistence on independence—a gift from the devil himsd f.

“Theenemy is preparing for hislast campaign against
the church. He has so conceded himsdf from view that
many can hardly believe that he exists, much less can
they be convinced of his amazing activity and power.
They haveto agreat extent forgotten his past record; and
when hemakes another advance move, they will not rec-
ognize him astheir enemy, that old serpent, but they wil |
consider him a friend, one who is doing a good work.
Boasting of their independence they will, under his spe-
cious, bewitching influence, obey the worst impulses of
thehuman heart and yet bdli evethat God isleading them.
Could their eyes be opened to distinguish their captain,
they would see that they are not serving God, but the
enemy of dl righteousness. They would see that their
boasted independence is one of the heaviest fetters Sa-
tan can rivet on unbalanced minds.” 13

God says through Jesus Christ, “If the Son therefore shall
make you free, ye shal befreeindeed.” John 8:36. Satan says,
“Come on now, you don’t need to be aslave to anyone.”

God, by open confrontation, uses reason. Satan, by keeping
hidden, causes man to fed that heis doing his own thinking and
making hisown decisionswhen, infact, the opposite isthecase.

In this great contest there is onething that Satan i s exceed-
ingly careful to keep hidden—nhis own weakness. It had been
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his planto secureman’sfal, and then he hoped that he and guil ty
man would beforgiven and be accepted back into God's favor.
God had planned otherwise. Since Satan and his angds had
falen by open rebellion, and man had fallen through tempta
tion, their guiltwasnot equd . Therefore, God directed that man
aonewould be given an opportunity to accept of the redeeming
power of God's gift in His Son through the plan of savation.

Satan soon learned that his plan had made it necessary for
Jesus, God’s Son, to become a human being and pay the pendty
for sininman’s place. Thedevil rgoiced in this fact. However,
he did have a problem. How could he now hold man in his
power? Herein lies Satan’s best kept secret!

Atthe very highest level withinthemind of man God placed
His most precious gift to man—the will. “Thisis the governing
power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice.
Everything depends on the right action of the will.” 14 “your
will is the spring of al your actions.” 15 with sucha power in
Satan’s control, how easy it would be to bring man to destruc-
tion whil e deceiving him into thinking he had plenty of time to
change as he desired.

Now, what about the careful ly kept secret? “ This will, that
forms so important a factor in the character of man, was at the
fal given into the control of Satan; and he has ever since been
working in man to will and to do of his own pleasure, but to the
utter ruin and misery of man.” 16

But why is this such an important secret? Because here is
the method of Satan’s control without his involvement even be-
ing recognized. This is exactly the same method he used in
heaven. Satan knowsthat God will not remove thi s control from
him, for God will never force our will. The Lord has just one
plan—to win us back to Himsdf. Because of His giftin giving
Jesus to mankind, God can say, “Yidd yoursef up to Me; give
me that will; take it from the control of Satan, and | will take
possession of it; then | can work in you to will and to do of My
good pleasure.” 17
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Man must remove his will from Satan’s control before he
can giveit to Christ. Satan well knows that he cannot retain or
force man’s will if man chooses to remove it from his control.
“The tempter has no power to control the will or to force the
soul to sin” 18 As long as Christ has control, Satan is power-
less. “Satan knows that he cannot overcome man unless he can
control hiswill.” 19

“The tempter can never compel us to do evil. He cannot
control minds unless they are yieded to his control. The will
must consent, faith must I et go its hold upon Christ, before Sa
tan can exercisehispower upon us.”20 Herelieshisweskness.
“Satan is well avare that the weakest soul who abides in Christ
is more than a match for the hosts of darkness, and that, should
he reveal himsdf openly, he would be met and resisted.” 21

It must be understood that while we can remove our wil |
from Satan, we have no power to keep it ourselves. It must be
surrendered completely to Jesus. Only God alone can keep it
safe from Satan’s deceptions. Unless our will is decidedly in
Christ, Satan will takecontrol again. “None but Chri st canfash-
ion anew the character that has been ruined by sin. He came to
expd the demons that had control led the will .” 22

There is one more fact that we must understand clearly in
regard to how Satan and his demons control the will. “Those
whowould not fall aprey to Satan’ sdevicesmust guardwe | the
avenues to the soul; they must avoid reading, seeing, or hearing
that which will suggestimpure thoughts.” 23 « All 'should guard
the senses, lest Satan ga'n victory over them; for these are the
avenues to the soul.” 2

The five senses are the devil’s playground—taste, touch,
sight, hearing, and smelling—all have one common denomi na-
tor—each must be reduced to feelings beforeit can be used of
Satan tofit into hisplan. Heuses our feelingsin place of reason
to guidethewill. Perhaps we should ask oursel ves how many
decisionswemakeeach day through fedi ngsrather than through
the use of reason.
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As we take our will from Satan’s control and surrender it to
Jesus, He purifies it and returns it to us linked with His own
will. Itisthusthat He abides in usand wein Him. Theresult is
that when doing His will, we are but doing our own.

This surrender must not be thought of as atrifling experi-
ence—something that can be done with little effort or thought.
“It is through the will that sin retains its hold upon us. The
surrender of the will is represented as plucking out the eye or
cutti ng off the hand.” 25

Let us supposethat achild of God is plagued with a sinful
habit that he enjoys. He knows that he should giveit up and at
times even prays that God will take it from him. Hemay even
be persuaded to surrender this evil habit to God. What he needs
to know is that this condition is a symptom of an unsurrendered
will. Heisstill desiring to direct his ownlifeand is blind to the
fact that when God controlsthewil | westill do the choosing, but
it is then our greatest desireto do His will and not our own. We
need to understand that our natura desire to “do our own thing”
is changed to a natural desire to do His will by the surrender
process. We lose nothing except adesireto pleasese f. Wegain
by living on anew plane where sin has lost its power and peace
reigns in the soul.

When the will is in God's control, the five senses are re-
duced to reason and conscience rather than fedings. We then
live by faith in place of feelings. Living by faith does not do
away with feelings but puts them in ther proper place. They
must fol low the exercise of thewil | rather thanto bethe motiva
tion for the action of the will.

Now you know the enemy’s top secret! If you have never
thought to take your will from Satan’s control, why not do it
right now? Just say audibly to Satan, “I am taking my will from
your control and surrendering it to Jesus.” Then say to Jesus,
“Please take my will for | cannot keep it.”

Jesus promises to take, purify, cleanse, and return that will
to you linked with His own. “When you give up your own will,
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your ownwisdom, and learn of Christ, you will find admittance
into the kingdom of God.” 26

Thereisno power inheaven or earth that canforceustotake
thissimpl estep. L et uskeep inmindthat it isthe simplestepsin
God's plan of sdvation that Satan tries to keep us from believ-
ing and implementing. His power over us can be broken with
such asimple step as keeping our will surrendered to God every
day. Heknowsthat wehol dthe key in our hands. Will you take
this step and use this key? It will open to you the power of
heaven as you link yoursef with God.
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2.
PERFECTLY LEGAL

“Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father which is in
heaven isperfect.” Matthew 5:48. Thisstatement from Christ's
Sermon on the Mount clearly tells us that God's plan for man
has never changed. He created man perfect.

When Adam fell from that state of perfection, the human
family inherited his guilt. Nevertheless, man’s falen condition
has not lessened one bhit the perfection requirement that Jesus
clearly states in Matthew 5:48.

However, God has a plan through which man can meet His
requirements. That plan is simple enough to be understood by
man, yet it is o comprehensive that only God can ever probeits
depths. John 3:16.

Satan, by misrepresenting God'’s character to man, has caused
that plan to be misunderstood. As aresult, man has devised
many methods to reach perfection. Wefed sorry for the Hindu
whomight roll onabed of spikes. Yet, wetry to reach that same
god by doing good thingsthat weare led to believeagood Chris-
tian should do if he expects to reach heaven.

Itdoesn’t matter how closetothe genuineacounterfeitis. A
counterfeit i s still acounterfeit. The closer it looks to the genu-
ine, themoredeceptive it becomeswhich iswhy “ The strongest
bulwark of vicein our world is not the. . . life of the abandoned
sinner or the degraded outcast; it is that life which otherwise
appears virtuous, honorabl e, and noble, but in which one sinis
fostered, one viceindulged.” 1
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That sin may besmall. But it is not the size of the sin that is
soimportant asistherefusa torecognize sin’'s maignant nature
and surrender our rebellion to Jesus. It isresistance to Hiswork
in our lives that grieves His heart, for there is nothing He can do
until we arewilling to be yid ded asthe clay in the potter’s hands.

God's plan is succinctly stated in Steps to Christ.

“It was possible for Adam, beforethefdl, to form a
righteous character by obedience to God'slaw. But he
faled to do this, and because of his sin our natures are
falen and we cannot make ourselves righteous. Since
we are sinful, unholy, we cannot perfectly obey the holy
law. Wehaveno righteousness of our ownwithwhich to
meet the claims of thelaw of God. But Christ has made
away of escapeforus. Helivedon earthamidtria sand
temptati ons such as we haveto meet. Helived asinless
life. Hedied for us, and now He offers to take our sins
and give us His righteousness. If you give yoursdf to
Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as
your life may have been, for His sake you are accounted
righteous. Christ's character standsin place of your char-
acter, and you are accepted of God just as if you had not
sinned.” 2

Here we have God's marvelous plan in one passage. This
plan, however, ismorecomprehensive than weseeat first glance.
Paul tells us, “He [God] has made known to us His hidden pur-
pose—such was His will and pl easure determined beforehand
in Christ—to be put into effect when the time was ripe: namely,
that the universe, dl in heaven and on earth, might be brought
into aunity in Christ.” Ephesians 1:10, NEB.

Think of it! The entireuniversed | drawn together in perfect
harmony by the magneti cforceof the love of God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

But thisis not all. We obtain an inheritance®. . . being pre-
destinated (pre-planned for) according to the purpose of Him
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[God] who worketh dl things after the counsd of His[God's]
own will.” Ephesians 1:11. Can you imagine what is invol ved
when we become inheritors? This means that we are actual
members of Hisfamily—Hisflesh and bones. Wearemorethan
adopted; we are grafted into the true vine. We shall speak more
of thisin alater chapter.

Now sincein God's pl an Jesusis the cohesive power around
which the entire universe revol ves, and every being is bound to
Him with cords of love, we can see that Christ's character of
love (His robe of righteousness) given to me—a sinner, would
bethe only way that angdls, i nhabitants of other worldsand men
and women of all countries of earth could agree without ques-
tion that we are sefe for eternity. Only as we becomelike Him
in character can we reved stability that cannot be shaken.

| am certain that by now we have discovered that the only
way to perfection is through justification—just as if | had never
sinned. | hope that it is equdly clear that justification is the
crediting of Christ’s perfect character to an imperfect and help-
less sinner.

“What i sjustification by faith? It is the work of God
in laying the glory of man in the dust, and doing for man
that which is not in his power to do for himsdf. When
men see their own nothingness, they are prepared to be
clothed with the righteousness of Christ.”3

Let us now look at the process of justification. The Bible
says it well in one sentence. “Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ro-
mans 5:1. In other words, Christ’s death enables Him to justify
everyone who wishes to bejustified. “On the cross of Cavary
He paid the redemption price of the race. And thus He gained
the right to rescue the captives from the grasp of the great de-
ceiver”4 We can readi ly seethat faith is only the means and
not the basi s of justification. We do not stand on the ground of
faith, but faith enables meto stand, trusting God’'s word. Faith



His Robe Or Mine/ 24

is more red than any or dl of our five senses. (See The SDA
Bible Commentary, vol 6, p. 1073.)

Now thereis another side to ook a when we consider this
matter of faith. Paul states, “Knowing that amanisnot justified
by the works of thel aw, but by thefaith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the
faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works
of the law shal no flesh bejustified.” Gad atians 2:16.

Let usexami nea statement fromthe Review & Heradd, April
24, 1888:

“We should sudy thelife of our Redeemer, for Heis
the only perfect example for men. We should contem-
plate the infinite sacrifi ce of Cavary, and behold the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin and the righteousness of the
law. You will come from a concentrated study of the
theme of redemption strengthened and ennobled. Your
comprehension of thecharacter of God will be deegpened,
and with the whole plan of savation clearly defined in
your mind, you will be better ableto fulfill your divine
commission. From asense of thorough conviction, you
can then testify to men of the immutabl echaracter of the
law manifested by the death of Christ on the cross, the
mali gnant nature of sin, and the righteousness of God in
justifyi ng the bd iever in Jesus on conditi on of hisfuture
obedienceto the statutes of God’'sgovernmentinheaven
and earth.”

Please read again the last sentence of the foregoing para-
graph and noti ce upon which condition God justifies men.

We cannot understand this kind of faith. Thisis God’'swon-
derful faith in His own plan of savation as it appliesto me—a
sinner. All wecan say is, “Lord, | believe, help Thou my unbe-
lief.”

| an soglad that God has gi vento every man the measure of
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faith. And how much faith isthat? Just enough faith to reach
out like the poor father with the demon- possessed son. Our
fath simply opens the door for Christ to help us according to
our need and His glory. Jesus is not only the author, but the
finisher of our faith. Hebrews 12:2.

The process of justification is therefore a legal one. When
we have a legal work to be done we must find someone qudi-
fied to do it. Jesus is the only One qualified to do our legal
work. “On the cross of Calvary Hepai d theredemption pri ce of
the race. And thus He gained theri %ht to rescue the captives
from the grasp of the great deceiver.”

As the soldiers were driving the nail s through the Saviour’s
hands, “Jesus was earning the right to become our attorney in
the Father’ s presence.” 7 Justification, bei ng alegal work, can
only ded with our lega standing (our record) and not with us
persondly. When acrimind is pardoned by the legal process of
law, his standing before the law is changed but his character is
unaffected.

For this same reason, justification is credited righteousness.
Thisisinnoway aninferior or incompleteri ghteousness. There
is nothi ng that time, experience, talent or effort can add to this
marvelous gift. Jesus lived in this world for thirty-three and
one-half years and developed a perfect character. This is His
unspeskable gift to us.

Let your imagi nation stretch toitsutmost limitsand still itis
impossible to conceive of anything that you could add to that
unseskable gift of His perfection credited to us.

Here is where the human nature is tempted to beieve that
perfection cannot be ours in redity unless we do some of the
work of developing it. Thereis awork, of course, amost trying
and painstaking work for usto dowhichwe will soon seeclearly.
However, we must keep in mind that only God can do Hiswork
and only man can do hiswork. Itis asimpossiblefor God to do
man’s work, and be consistent with His own laws, as it is for
man to do God's work which he has no power to do anyway.
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Sanctifi cation—the imparted righteousness of God—is the
process which clearly defines and clarifies our work from His.
We will discuss sanctification in another chapter.

It is through justification that we are credited as obeying
God's commandments. (See Christ Our Righteousness p. 99,
Review & Herald, August 22, 1893.)

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1. Jesus not only
justifies me but dso makes peace between me, the sinner, and
God, my Maker whom | have been rebel ling against. “The be-
liever is not called upon to make his peace with God; he never
has nor ever can do this. Heis to accept Christ as his peace, for
with Christ is God and peace.” 8

“ ... Thecanal mind is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to thelaw of God, neither indeed can be. So then they
that are inthefl esh cannot pl ease God.” Romans8:7-8. Carnal-
ity isaterm that should shock every church member into action.
Contrary to common belief, carndity does not refer to the man
of the world who does not know God, but rather to the man of
the church who knows God but does not follow on to know Him
better.

Paul refers to three levels of life of human bei ngs: the natu-
rd man, the carnal man, and the spiritual man. 1 Corinthians
2:14, 15 & 3:1. We are dl living on one of these levels. The
naturd is the nature we inherited from birth. The spiritud is the
nature given by God when we are born again and when we con-
tinueto grow in Christ. The carnal nature is between thetwo. It
isthat new nature givento manwhen heisborn of the Spirit and
not of the flesh, but who did not grow “. . . unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:13.

Thisisthe condition of man asdescribed by Johnin Revel a
tion 3:14-22 “. . . neither cold nor hot . . . lukewarm, and neither

cold nor hot . . . | will spew thee out of my mouth . . .”
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“Thefigure of spewing out of His mouth means that

He cannot offer up your prayers or your expressions of

love to God. He cannot endorse your teaching of His

word or your spiritual work in anywise. He cannot

present your religiousexercises with therequest that grace
be given you.” 9

We are wel aware of the fact that unless our prayers are
anointed withthe Spirit of the Lord Jesus, God does not hear us.
“ ... No man cometh unto the Father, but by me,” said Jesus in
John 14:6. Thisleaves usin a position where we must make a
decision. Thisiswhy Jesussad, “ . .. | would thou wert cold or
hot.” Revelation 3:15. Revelation 3:18 carefully follows with,
“I counsd theeto buy of megold tried in the fire. . .” We must
keep in mind that man makes this purchase without money and
without price. Isaiah 55:1.

Someone has said “victory is born out of crisis.” Our crisis
is to see the utter foolishness of the lukewarm condition and
sense our real need of the gold God advises us to obtain. Here
we need special wisdom, for many have come to this point but
followed Satan’s plan. They think they are waking out of their
problems when heis only leading them into deeper problems.

To“turn over anew leaf,” to“determinetodo better,” to“ be
more faithful” are good ideas but they are powerl ess to change
thelife.

“As the leaven, when mingled with the med , works
fromwithinoutward, soitisby the renewing of the heart
that the grace of God works to transform the life. No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into har-
mony with God. There are many who try to reform by
correcting this or that bad habit, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the
wrong place. Our first work is with the heart.” 1 (See
aso Selected M essages, book 1, p. 353.)
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The deci sion we must make is to alow the mind of Christ to
become ours. “Let thismindbeinyou, whichwasalsoin Christ
Jesus.” Philippians 2:5.

“God has made provision that we may become like
Him, and He will accomplish this for al who do not in-
terpose aperverse will and thus frustrate His grace.”

“With untold | oveour God hasloved us, and our love
awakens toward Him as we comprehend something of
the length and breadth and depth and hei ght of this love
that passeth knowledge. By therevelation of the attrac-
tive loveliness of Christ, by the knowledge of His love
expressed to us whilewe were yet sinners, the stubborn
heartis mel ted and subdued, and thesinner istransformed
and becomes a child of heaven. God does not employ
compulsory measures; love is the agent which He uses
to expd sin fromthe heart. By it He changes prideinto
humility, and enmity and unbeli ef into loveand faith.” 1

With faith as the vehicle and love as the power, each originating
with and coming from Christ, we can easily see that the process
must be His aso. Praise God! It is His by right of His own
purchase through His willing death upon the cross. “On the
cross of Cavary He paid the redemption price of therace. And
thus He gained the right to rescue the capti ves from the grasp of
the great deceiver.” 12 This makes it cl ear that Christ took care
of every conceivable legal consideration that God’s holy law
demanded before Heattempted to rescue man from the pit of sin
into whichhe had fdlen. For Christis® .. .the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.” Revelation 13:8.

Now, of course, we recognize that God's plan effectively
silences Satan’s charges that since man had sinned, he belonged
to him. Oh, the blessedness of the most preci ous gift God gives
to man when He gives back the will that Adam surrendered at
thetimewhen he fdl! This gift of areturned will enables us to
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chooseto love, serve, and obey another master even if we know
that we do not have power to accomplish that which we have
chosen to do.

That choi ce freed Godto carry out Hisplantolegaly justify
and credit to me, a sinner, His perfect character that He devel-
oped here on this earth while buffeted by the most severe temp-
tations of Satan. That is why our record reads “just as if 1'd
never sinned,” and Satan can do nothing about it. That is the
reason why when “the Son makesyou free you are freeindeed.”

Let me repeat: The vehicle is faith, the power is love, the
processisthepl an of redemption, and praise Hisholy name! it's
legd anywhere in the entire world. It is not only legd, but it
aso constitutes the only source of red joy and happiness for the
entire world.

Notes:

1 Thoughts From the M ount of Bl essing, p. 94.

2 Steps to Christ, p. 62.

3 TheReview and Herald, September 16, 1902,
Christ Our Righteousness, p. 104.

Questions on Doctrine, p. 672.

Christ Our Righteousness, p. 35.

Questions on Doctrine, p. 672.

The Desire of Ages, p. 744.

Selected M essages, book 1, p. 395.

Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 408.

10 Christ's Object Lessons, p. 97.

11 Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, pp. 76, 77.

12 Questions on Doctrines, p. 672
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3.
HOW GOOD | SPERFECT?

“What do ye imagine against the Lord? He will make an
utter end; affliction shall not rise up the second time.” Nahum
1:9. Thesewords of Scripture constitute one of the most amaz-
ing promises found in all of the Bible.

God's Word dso declares, “If the Son therefore shall make
youfree, yeshdl befreeindeed.” John 8:36. Thisamazing prom-
ise, that man will never fail again, will be carried out in this
freedom which He gives to us. Here we have pictured to us a
timethat iscoming in the near future when, not eveninthought,
will sin raiseits ugly head again.

Our first response to this thought is apt to be that with dl
evil removed there will be no inclination to sin, so obedience
will be natural. However, thiswasthe conditionin heavenwhen
sin started. And let me further remind you that in times of ease
and prosperity man strays farthest from the Lord. Isn’t this one
of the mgj or problems of thechurch today? “Rich and increased
with goods,” but destitute of love.

How is God able to make such a sweeping promise? In
Madachi 4:1 God says that the cleansing fire that purifies the
earthwill, intheprocess, also removesin—both root and branch.
InJohn 15:5 Jesus says, “| amthevine, ye arethe branches. .. .”
Here Jesus was spesking to His disci ples after one had separated
himsef from thetwel ve. Would it not be just as true to say that
Satan i s dso the root from which the branches of theworld are
growing? These areto be consumed in the cleansing fire.
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But we must look much deeper to see what is involved in
God's promise of Nahum 1.9, which declares an enemy shall

not ari se the second time. The first enemy arose by looking to
himsel f!

There has dways been the possibility within the freedom of
God's creation for the root of sin to soring up. How can God
promise that not one of His redeemed, or someone from an
unfalen world, or even an angel from heaven will ever, evenin
thought, rebel against Him? Marve of marvels, this will bethe
impact of the plan of sd vati on throughout God'’s creati on! God,
who knows the future, assures us that this will be so.

God's work is dready finished for those who dwdll in the
heavens. Inhabited worlds and angels have been ableto rgoice
that they have been liberated from the presence of evil angels
and from Satan. Reveation 12:12. However, this quarantined
earth and its inhabitants are fully aware of the presence of Satan
and his workers.

Even so, to some of us sin has not yet become exceedi ngly
sinful. Its deadly nature has not come through to us as maig-
nant (deadly). Somehow we think that we can drop its bewitch-
ing influenceupon us jus beforeweare permitted to enter heaven.

“Angdic perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection
falledin Eden . .. Our only hopeis perfect trust in the blood of
Him who can save to the uttermost dl that come unto God by
Him”1 To the uttermost means saving from sef not in sef.
The malignant nature of sin is revealed as wetrust in sdlf rather
than in God's Word!

Could this be the reason why thereisin our world today an
unprecedented call from every class of soci ety for sel f-expres-
sion? Nations are demandi ng independence. Cities, towns and
villagesare d| declaringtheir own authority. Familiesarebeing
broken almost as fast as they areformed. Children are“ doing
their own thing” as a direct result of the seif-expression amo-
sphere that permeates the world.
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Satan is doing his work wel. Thus, sef-assertiveness and
self-worth are declared to be the answer to persond, aswel as
public, problems. Think what this spirit started in heaven so
long ago. “We cannot retain self and yet enter the kingdom of
God. If we ever atan unto holiness, it will be through the re-
nunciation of sef and the reception of the mind of Christ.” 2

Sdfishthoughts not only unfit usfor heaven, but “when self
is woven into our labors, then the truth we bear to others does
not sanctify, refine, and ennoble our own hearts; it wil | not tes-
tify that we are fit vessels for the Master’s use.” 3

How areweto be free from self? Hebrews 12:6 tdls us, “. .
. He chasteneth . . . every son whom he receiveth.” Thisisto
remove every root of bitterness (sdf) that could spring up to
trouble us.

“See that ye refuse not him that speaketh . . .” Hebrews
12:25. How essy to hide sel f behind a screen of not understand-
ing when Hespeaks. God does not promise that we shall under-
stand everything before wefollow His calling. Hebrews 11 re-
veds alarge number of faithful who did not understand God's
purposes, yet they dl obeyed. Abel, Enoch, Noah and Abraham
are just a few. Some might cal this blind faith. But | would
remind youthat God'schildren® ... wak by faith, not by sight.”
2 Corinthians 5:7.

How good is perfect? Perfection is not a state of goodness
to be attained, but rather a state of trusting God implicitly with-
out doubting or questioning. Itwasthis characteristicthat marked
Job’slife and enabled God to say that Jobwas* . . . aperfect and
an upright man. ..” Job 1.:8.

This commendation from the L ord camein spite of the fact
that Job testifies in chapter 42:6, “. . . | abhor mysdf, and repent
in dust and ashes.” Noah was declared to be “. . . just. . . and
perfect...” Genesis6:9. Y&, likeL ot, M oses, Abraham, David
and Solomon, the Bible record of their lives reveds persond
imperfection.
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How good, then, is perfect? That depends.

“As the leaven, when mingled with the med , works
fromwithinoutward, soitisby the renewing of the heart
that the grace of God works to transform the life. No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into har-
mony with God. There are many who try to reform by
correcting this or that bad habit, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the
wrong place. Our first work is with the heart.” 4

“The man who attempts to keep the commandments
of God from a sense of obligation merely—because he
is required to do so—will never enter the joy of obedi-
ence. He does not obey. When the requirements of God
are accounted a burden because they cut across human
incli nati on, we may know that the lifeis not a Christian
life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle
within. It springs from alove of righteousness, the love
of the law of God. The essence of dl righteousness is
loydty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right
because it is right—because right doing is pleasing to
God.”®

God has a plan whereby we may be found perfect—not by
human effort “lest any man should boast.” This perfectionisa
marve ous gift from Jesus Christ that isgiventoal who believe.

“The law requiresrighteousness,—arighteouslife, a
perfect character; and this man has not to give. He can-
not meet the claims of God's holy law. But Christ, com-
ing to earth as man, lived a holy life, and developed a
perfect character. These He offers as a free gift to dl
who will receive them.”

How good is perfect? Perfection is a divine accomplish-
ment reved ed in the life of Jesus our Lord during His earthly
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life on this planet. His life reved s perfect trust, total depen-
dence upon His Father for daily living and accomplishing the
will of God.

Now, He finished His work—completed everything in our
behalf—knowing that we could never in our strength do what
God'slaw requires. Whatisour part? Exercise thewill! Choose
totrustHim! Evenif weknow that wecannot dowhat wechoose
to do, by choosing we open the door for Christ to do in us what
we are unable to do for ourselves. So, in truth, the child of God
chooses to trust in al things. Then hiswork isto let Christ do
the trusting through him and refuse to alow circumstances or
situations to create doubts in the method Christ is using to do
His work.

If werefuse to doubt His methods of working in us and sm-
ply believe Heknowswhat Heis doing, thenwewill havelearned
Christ's secret of victory—even in the face of apparent defeat.

Let me closethis chapter by quoting my favorite and most
helpful paragraph fromthe pen of one who lived what shewrote:

“The Father’s presence encircled Christ, and noth-
ing befd | Him but that which infinite love permitted for
the blessing of theworld. Herewas His source of com-
fort, and it is for us. He who isimbued with the Spirit of
Christ abides in Christ. The blow that is amed a him
falsuponthe Saviour, who surrounds himwith His pres-
ence. Whatever comes to him comes from Christ. He
hasnoneedto resistevil, for Christishisdefense. Noth-
ing can touch him except by our Lord’s permission, and
‘dl things' that are permitted ‘work together for good to
them that love God.” Romans 8:28.” /

How goodis perfect? All the goodness we will ever haveis
simply aperfect trust in Jesus. “ Through the merits of Christ,
through His righteousness, which by faith is imputed unto us,
we areto attain to the perfection of Christian character.” 8
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4,
GRAVEYARD RELIGION

“Know yenot, that so many of usaswerebaptized into Jesus
Christwere baptizedinto hisdeath? Romans6:3. Most Chris-
tians who have been baptized by immersion are fully aware of
being baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
But dl too few are aware of thefact that baptismisinto Christ's
death.

Paul says, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that likeas Christ wasra sed up fromthe dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we aso should walk in newness of
life” Romans 6:4.

Baptism symbolizes a death experience that already should
have taken place in the believer’slife. The death herespoken of
is the death of the nature we were born with. That incorrigible
old nature is fit only for death. The natura result of death is
buria from which there would be no resurrection. In fact, Paul
states that “. . . our old man is crucified with him, that the body
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
sin.” Romans 6:6.

“Undoubtedly the great difficulty with the mgority
of believers is that they are trying to live Christ's life
without first having died Christ's death. They seem to
have the notion that Christ died so that we need not die,
and so through faith in Christ they hopeto live without
dying. Paul said, ‘ They that are in theflesh cannot please
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God' Romans 8:8, and ‘they that are Christ’ s have cruci-
fied the flesh’ Galatians 5:24.” 1

A clear understanding of the importance of this fact is abso-
lutely necessary if we are to have a successful wak with the
Lord.

“The new birth is arare experiencein this age of the
world. This is the reason why there are so many per-
plexities in the churches. Many, so many, who assume
the name of Christ are unsanctified and unholy. They
have been baptized, but they were buried dive. Sdf did
not die, and therefore they did not rise to newness of life
in Christ.” 2

The foregoing statement was written in 1897. Undoubtedly
it would be equaly truetoday. Paul states further, “Therefore if
any man bein Christ, heis anew cresture: (creation) old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 2
Corinthians 5:17.

Why isit necessary for the old nature to die? Jesusanswers,
“For whosoever will save his life shal lose it: and whosoever
will lose his life for my sake shadl find it.” Matthew 16:25.
Apparently there is nothing that can be done to cure the old sin-
ful nature of man. Itjustsimply mustdie. If thereistobeanew
life, the old must pass away.

Meade M acGuire, inhisbook, His Crossand Mine, givesus
aninsight that is very helpful .

“There is a great difference between sins and sin.
Many find serious difficulty in their Christian life be-
cause they do not understand this distinction. Beneath
al our acts of transgression is the principle of sin from
which they spring. Though al our evil deeds were par-
doned, we would still go on sinning. Something more
must be done for us than simply to pardon our sins.” 3
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M acGuire continues:;

“ Hereitis necessary to consider the distinction be-
tween sin and sins. Sins, acts of disobedience, trans-
gressions of thedivine law, God is always ready to for-
give, through the merits of Christ, in response to the
prayer of penitence and faith. But sn God cannot for-
give

Sin is the nature which leads us to disobey God's
law. Thenaturewithwhichwe comeintothe world does
not change, as we read in the Saviour’s words: ‘ That
whichisborn of the fleshisflesh; and that whichisborn
of the Spirit is spirit.” The only way to be rid of a bad
nature is by death. Theonly way to receive agood na
tureisto beborn again.” 4

Desth is the only way to ded with the old nature.

Hereishow thisdeath takes placeinthe believer. The lower
passions have their seat in the body and work through it. The
words flesh or fleshly or carnal lusts refer to the lower nature.
We are commanded to crucify the flesh, with the affections and
lusts. How?By inflicting pain on the body? No. What | want to
doisto put to desth the temptation to sin. Kill thecorrupt thought.
| want every thought controlled by Jesus Christ.2

InRomans 6, Paul decl aresthat the death of the old natureis
red. Inverse 11 wearetold to reckon thisto beafact! Hereis
where many Christians fail. It is so easy to bdieve this experi-
ence to be a theological expression, but not something that is
rea or practica .

Satan is responsible for this reasoning. When God states a
fact, Satan will oppose, modify or attempt to change the fact to
suit his cause. Satan knows that if the Christian truly believes
his old nature is red ly dead, his power is broken.

In order to reinforce his clam that the deeth experience is
not red, Satan tries to get the Christian to live more and morein
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his fedings rather than by his faith. And so he gets the believer
to fall into sin. Then heturns around and blames him for faling
into sin. And he uses this experience of faling as proof that the
old natureisnot dead. Hesimply uses perfectly rationa reason-
ing and says, “If the old nature were dead, you would not have
been tempted.”

At this point, itis necessary for the Christian to stop trying
to reason his way through the maze of feelings he has coursing
through his being. Hemust, in spite of fedings, believe God's
Word.

If he has given himsdf to Christ he knows that “. . . they
that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and
lusts.” Gdatians 5:24. We must aways return to God's Word
and stop trying to reason with Satan’s suggestions if we are to
remain Christians. God saysthat your old natureis dead even if
you havefdlen into sin through being tempted. Satan says that
itisnot dead. Now the question for us to answer is notwhat do
we believe, but who do we believe?

How can | handle these fedings? Read chapter one again
and observe the fact that Satan i sthe master of our fedings. The
following statements underscore this fact:

“We should daily dedicate oursd ves to God and be-
lieve Heaccepts the sacri fice, without examining whether
we have that degree of feding that corresponds with our
fath. Feding and faith are as distinct as the east is from
thewest. Faith is not dependent upon feding. We must
earnestly cry to God in faith, feeling or no feding, and
then live our prayers. Our assurance and evidence is
God's word, and after we have asked we must believe
without doubting.” 6

In order to help us see how subtle this question of faith ver-
sus fedings is, let us think clearly as we read this next quota
tion:
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“. .. God must be served from principle instead of
fromfeeling ... Confound not faith and fed ing together.
They are distinct. Faith is oursto exercise. This fath
we must keep in exercise. Bdieve, believe. Let your
faith takehol d of the blessing, anditisyours. Your feel-
ings havenothi ngto dowith thisfaith. Whenfaith brings
the blessing to your heart, and you rgoice in the bless-
ing, it is no morefaith, but feding.” 7

The last sentencein the foregoing paragraph is not the easi-
est to grasp. Pleaseread it again. Now let’s take acl oser |ook.
Obviously, itis avery short step from faith to feding. Or can
we say that living by faith requires constant vigilance lest we
slip into living by feding.

A clear Biblica example might hel pusat thispoint. InL uke
10:17 the Bible says, “And the seventy returned again with j oy,
saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy
name.” Catch the excitement that must have been shown by
these returning missionaries. Never had they had an experience
like that before. Their joy must have been very evident, for it is
especially menti oned.

Now listen to Christ’s response in verse 18: “ And he said
unto them, | beheld Satan as lightning fal from heaven.” What
aresponse! | can dmost see the expressions on the faces of
those workers, can’t you? There must have been some tal king
among thosemen. “He must not have understood what we said.
Why is He so sad? | can't figure Him out.” Some may have
even tried to clarify their report.

Jesus, however, was responding from a wea th of experi-
encethat they knew nothing about. Christ’s mind went back to
thefall of Lucifer and He simply was saying, “I saw that same
spirit in Satan long ago and now | am seeing it here.” To Satan
had been given the blessing of great power. He thrilled to the
power but forgot the greater blessing of his relationship to the
sourceof that power. The key words here that reveal thesolemn
truth are “subject unto us.”



His Robe Or Mine/ 41

Listen now to verses 19 and 20: “Behold, | give unto you
power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over dl the power
of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Not-
withstanding in this rgoice not, that the spirits are subject unto
you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in
heaven.”

The greatest blessing possible for God to bestow—a bless-
ing that cost the life of the Son of God—was set aside and rel-
egated to an insignificant place when compared to the casting
out of devils. Cdvary wastheprice paid that we might have our
names written in heaven. The power to cast out devils Christ
could give a no cost to Himsdf. How often we think more of a
basket of groceries miraculously set on our front steps when
needed, than the gift of God in alowing us to become members
of Hisfamily, “. . . of hisflesh, and of his bones.” Ephesians
5:30.

Now that we have pointed out the problems of living by our
fedings, let us return to the question of how we handle these
fedings. Do we grit our teeth and bear them? Do we ignore
them and hopethat they will goaway? Isit better to expressour
fedings and thereby let the tension or stress out? These and
many other solutions would receive support from some very re-
sponsible people.

All our fedings are much easier to deal with by first check-
ing their source. We must keep in mind the fact that God works
first with the heart (mind) and His work isfrom inside outward.
Satan, on the other hand, works through the fedings and his
work is from the outside inward.

God motivates al of our actions through the mind. Satan
moti vates through the senses. He bypasses the reasoning pro-
cess. Please remember, “There are but two powers that control
theminds of men—the power of God and the power of Satan.” 8
Withthese factsin mind it iseasier to ascertain the source of the
fedings and know what to do with them.
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But how do wehandl ethefedings even whenweknow they
are from the devil? We must remember the counsd in The
Adventist Home, p.128. “Put to death the temptation to sin.”
Thisisimpossible for usto doin our own strength. Right hereis
where we must use the power of the will.

Wemust chooseto bd ieve Godin spite of our fed ings. Hav-
ing done this, then we must frankly admit to ourselves that we
cannot control our fedings. Then flee to the Lord in prayer,
admitting our inability, and thank Him for His grest power and
willingness to ddiver us. He will deliver! The feelings wil |
pass away and peace will reignin our heart.

It may be necessary to do this often for atime until we con-
vince Satan that we will not willingly be control led by feelings.
Wak by faith—feelings or no fedings. Keep thinking, | am
dead, and my life is hid with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3.
What can the devil do with a dead person? When the will is
used to choose even that which we cannot do, God is glorified,
for Helovesto do for us that which it is not possible for usto do
for ourselves.

Graveyard religion may not have much apped for us, I'm
sureit didn't for Jesus. Y, it is the only way out of this sin
problem. He said to the Greeks who came to see Him just be-
foreHis death “. . . Except a corn of wheat fa | into the ground
and die, it abideth done but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit.” John 12:24.

May | suggest that your graveyard may be inyour own home,
workshop, office or anywhere that self may arise during each
day’s activities. Remaining a Christian takes much more than a
daily dyingtosdf. With Paul wemust be*“always bearing about
inthebody the dying of the Lord Jesus, thatthelife dso of Jesus
might be made manifest in our body. So then death worketh in
us, but lifeinyou.” 2 Corinthians 4:10 & 12.

There is only one way to attract others to Jesus and not to
ourselves. If sef ishidden (crucified) Jesusisreveaed. “ Christ
is waiting with longing desire for the manifestati on of Himself
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in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly
reproduced in His peopl e, then He will come to clam them as
His own.”

Notes:

1 ThelLifeof Victory, by Meade MacGuire, p. 35.

2 The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1075,
Manuscript 148, 1897.

His Cross and Mine, by M eade MacGuire, p. 80.

His Cross and Mine, by Meade MacGuire, p. 91.

TheActs of theApostles, pp. 127,128.

Selected M essages, book 2, p. 243.

Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 167.

Temperance, p. 276.

Christ's Object Lessons, p. 69.
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5.
CHRISTIANS ARE BORN NOT MADE

Theborn-again experience spoken of morethan adozen times
intheNew Testament isoften grossly misunderstood. To many,
itis simply believing in Jesus. To others, accepting Jesus as
Saviour is to be born-again. To still others, bapti sm by immer-
sion equds being born-again.

May | suggest that the new birth is such a dynamic, vitai z-
ing experience, as pictured in God's Word, that many people
find it difficult to accept literally what the Scriptures teach.

“The man who is redly God's son does not practice sin, for
God's nature is in him, for good, and such a heredity is inca-
pable of sin.” 1 John 3:9, Phillips.

“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of
God, and everyone who loves the father loves hischild aswdll .”

1 John 5:1, N.I.V.

“For whatsoever i s born of God overcometh the world: and
thisis the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” 1
John 5:4.

We can see that being born-again is where the power of the
Christian liferesides. Now we must discover what makes this
power area experienceto us persondly. John declares, “And
thisis therecord, that God hath given to us eternd life, and this
lifeisin his Son. Hethat hath the Son hath life, and he that hath
not the Son of God hath not life.” 1 John 5:11, 12.
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Could it be that in our eagerness to learn what is truth we

have neglected to seewho is the Truth? In our search for truth

there may be something that is blinding us to truth. We shal try

to discover what it is that blinds, so effectively, honest searchers

and thus learn how to clear the way for this marvel ous experi-
ence of the new birth.

“Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, | will comein to him, and will sup
with him, and hewith me.” Revelation 3:20. Apparently these
words are addressed to God's Laodicean church of today, for
they are apart of the special messageof Jesusto Hislast church.
It is, therefore, imperative that we know the answer to the oft
repeated question, “How am | born again?’ Or is this merdy a
verbal experience? Isitliteral? If litera, how much of my life
does this give Jesus access to? My religious life? My business
life? My recreationa life? Just how much is necessary before
He will enter my life?

“Every thought isto bebrought i nto captivity to Jesus
Christ. All anima propensitiesareto be subjectedtothe
higher powers of thesoul. The love of God must reign
supreme; Christ must occupy an undivided throne. Our
bodies are to be regarded as His purchased possession.
The members of the body are to become the instruments
of righteousness.” 1

Obviously, this experience invol ves much more than being
willing to part with our bad habits, our evil natures, our love of
theworld, and our earthly possessions. Every thought must be
under His control. All naturd inclinations and members of the
body itsdf must reflect His righteousness.

In order to accomplish this, Jesus says, “I counsd thee to
buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be cl othed, and that the shame
of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
save, that thou mayest see.” Revelation 3:18.
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“What i sit that constitutes thewretchedness, the nakedness,
of those who fed rich and i ncreased with goods? It is the want
of the righteousness of Christ.” 2 Evena strong belief in the
correct doctrind teachings of the church cannot save anyone.
Jesus must have full control of every facet of our lives. Thisis
not an arbitrary demand of our Saviour; itissimply oneof God's
divine naturd laws. Itisthelaw that says, “. . . the carnd mind
isenmity against God . . .” Romans 8:7.

For thisreason, Nicodemus cameto Jesus by night. His heart
was heavy, for he desired thecovering of Christ’ srighteousness,
the assurance of salvation, but he did not know how to get it.
Jesus saw his need and went straight to the point. “. .. Except a
man be born again, he cannot seethe kingdom of God.” John
3:3. Nicodemus’ wedlth, influence, persona achievementswere
of no value in meeting Jesus’ requirements of anew birth.

Herewas Nicodemus' crisis. Unable to see the answer, he
declared, “ . . . How can these things be?’ John 3:9. Jesus had
dready told him, “ That which is born of the fleshis flesh; and
that which is born of the Spiritis spirit.” Verse 6. Nicodemus
did not wish to see this. Sdf was very much divein him.

Christ’'s statement to Nicodemus still stands. Flesh cannot
crucify flesh, no matter how many promises, pledges, commit-
ments we might make, or how much sincere effort we might
expend. Thereisalwaysalittle bit of flesh-sef still divetotake
over again. Someone has said that self would rather be thought
evil of than not to be thought of at all.

Christis standing at the door of His church with His voice
pleading, “. . . If any man hear my voice, and open the door, |
will comein...” Revelaion 3:20. Why does Jesus picture
Himsdf thus? Because we, like Nicodemus, are still blind to
sdf. We have yet to seethat Christians are born and not made.

Many earnest Christian people have theideathat with God's
help their old nature—the flesh—can be cleansed, purified, freed
from the evil within and then they will be able to live victorious
lives for God. This is Satan’s counterfeit! His plan is to lead
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human beings to beli eve that human nature can be changed. He
knowsthat it isonly fittodie, but hetriesto cover thetruth with
lies and keep us blinded.

“The Christian’s life is not amodification or improvement
of the old, but a transformation of nature. There is a death to
sdf and sin, and anew lifea together. Thischangecan bebrought
about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit.” 3

“Christ cameto earth, taking humani ty and standingas man’s
representative, to show in the controversy with Satan that man,
as God created hi m, connected with the Father and the Son, could
obey every divinerequirement.” 4

This quotati on deserves some very seriousthought. Initwe
find the reason why it was absolutely necessary for Jesus to be
born with asinless nature such as thefirst Adam had. Itis only
that which is born of the Spirit that God can work with to mold
and fashion according to His will. Sinful nature is unstabl e and
will not respond to the M aster Worker. Thedesiremay beinthe
mind, but the flesh isincorrigible. Theresult is failure.

When Jesus sad, “. . . Except a corn of whest fall in the
ground and die, it abideth done. ..” John 12:24, He was obvi-
ously speaking of baptism which, in truth, symbolizes degth.

“The new birth is arare experiencein this age of the
world. This is the reason why there are so many per-
plexities in the churches. Many, so many, who assume
the name of Christ are unsanctified and unholy. They
have been baptized, but they were buried dive. Sdf did
not die, and therefore they did not rise to newnessof life
in Christ.” 2 (written in 1897).

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12,13. It isquite clear that
Inspiration teaches the necessity of the spiritual birth before one
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becomes a son of God or a member of His family. However,
death must precedelife.

Thesolutiontothisproblem isbeyond man’ sabilities. Man,
even in his sinful nature, can exercise his God-given will and
chooseto die and be born again.

This process is described in chapter one of this book. We
had nothing to do with our natural birth but, praise God, we do
have a God-given part in the born-again experience. We can
choose to be born again. However, even in this new birth there
must be a connecti on with the Father and the Son. This is what
justifi cation accompli shes.

The Father justifies the believer on the basis of his accep-
tance of Jesus and His atonement on the cross in the beiever’s
behal f.

Jesuslived His lifein direct connection with His Father. He
sad,“. .. TheSoncandonothing of himsdf...” John5:19. His
life of obedienceto every divine requirement was not indepen-
dent from His Father but 100 percent dependent upon His Fa
ther. Itisthusthat Hislifeis aperfect example for usto follow.

Jesus tdlls us, “ .. . without me ye can do nothing.” John
15:5. Independent of Jesus, even in the new birth experience,
we cannot obey the divine requirements. But Jesus living in us,
as the Father lived in Him, makes it possible to obey. He does
thisin us. And that is good news, isn’t it?

The question we must ask is, “What is the divine require-
ment | must meet?” We find the answer in the foll owing quota-
tion: “God requiresthe entiresurrender of the heart before j usti-
fication can take place; and in order for man to retain justifica:
tion, there must be continual obedience, through active, living
faith that works by love and purifies the soul.”

You will notice that while the condition for justification is
surrender, the condition for retaining justification is continual
obedience. Doesjustificati on enable usto obey? No. Justifica-
tion ded s only with our lega record—our standing before God.
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How can we meset the second condition? Here is how:

“As God works in the heart, and man surrenders his
will to God, and cooperates with God, he works out in
the lifewhat God works in by the Holy Spirit, and there
is harmony between the purposeof theheart and the prac-
tice of thelife. Every sinmust be renounced asthe hate-
ful thing that crucified the Lord of life and gl ory, and the
believer must havea progressiveexperienceby continu-
aly doing the worksof Christ. Itis by continua surren-
der of the will, by continua obedience, that the blessing
of justifi cation is retained.” 7

Pleasenoticethat man’ sworkisto surrender hiswill. Christ's
life was one of continua surrender. We will speak more of this
inalater chapter. Continual obedience is the result of the pro-
cess of sanctification, which we will consider in the next chap-
ters. 1t may seem to some that human nature has been pictured
astotaly insignificant. That is, indeed, the point.

“When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new
power takes possession of the new heart. A change is
wrought which man can never accomplish for himself.
It is a supernatural work, bringing a supernatural ee-
ment into human nature. Thesoul that isyielded to Christ
becomes His own fortress, which He holds in arevolted
world, and He intends that no authority shal be known
init but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the
heavenly agencies is impregnabl e to the assaults of Sa-
tan. . .. The only defense agai nst evil istheindwdling of
Christ in the heart through faith in His righteousness.
Unless we become vitally connected with God, we can
never resist the unhall owed effects of sdf-love, sdf-in-
dulgence, and temptation to sin. We may leave off many
bad habits, for the time we may part company with Sa-
tan; but without a vital connection with God, through
the surrender of ourseves to Him moment by moment,
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we shall be overcome.” 8

“What i sjustifi cation by faith? It is the work of God
in laying the glory of man in the dust, and doing for man
that which it is not inhis power to do for himsdf. When
men see their own nothingness, they are prepared to be
clothed with the righteousness of Christ.”9

“Why is it so hard to lead a sdf-denying, humble
life? Because professed Christians are not dead to the
world. Itiseasy living after we are dead.” 10

Remember that God's waysare not our ways. His way may
look like failure, but His way is the only way to true success.
For when we are truly born again—

Welive by dying.
Strength comes through weakness.
The battle is won by surrendering.

Then we can know that Chri stians are born and not
made.

Notes:

1 TheAdventist Home, p. 128.

2 Christ Our Righteousness p. 90.

3 TheDesireof Ages, p. 172.

4 The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7A, p. 650,
The Signs of the Times, June 9, 1898.

S The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1075,
Manuscript 148, 1897.

6 Selected Messages, book 1, p. 366.
7 Sdected Messages, book 1, p. 397.
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6.
FROM JUSTIFICATION TO WHAT?

If oneisjustified and his record in heaven reads “just as if
I’d never sinned,” it would seem strangeto desireanythi ng added
to that kind of arecord. To express this kind of thinking is to
reved thefact that one is still thinking legally. Thereisstill a
desire to do somethingto makeourse vesfed that itisred. The
highest god for thejustified person is to, by faith, maintain that
undeserved position that God, by His love, has givento us as a
free gift. However, the moment we are justified, that moment
we are dso sanctified. Both of these conditions are attaned
soldly by faith.

Justification deals with your record in heaven. It changes
this record from that of a condemned crimina to that of a free
man with a perfect record, including your past life.

Sanctification is heaven’s ordained plan whereby the freed
crimina (now amember of God'’s family) can continuously say
thank you to God for this unspegkable gift of justification to an
undeservingwretch. How does he dothis? By every day allow-
ing Godtowork in him according to Hisgood wil | and pleasure.
Philippi ans 2:13.

Our patisto dlow God to work in our lives, rehabituating
us to continuously say yes every time Jesus says, “This is the
way, wak yeinit.” Heaven'sregquirement for those who enter
heaven is a complete trust in Jesus without doubting, delaying
or even questioning why or how. Our response to His leading
must be as natura as the flower’s turning to the sun.
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Obviously, there must be no doubting aong the way for our
justification (imputed righteousness) or our sanctification (im-
parted ri ghteousness). It is through justification that obedience
is credited to us, now and for the future.

“Through His imputed righteousness, they are accepted of
God as those who are manifesting to the world that they ac-
knowledgeadlegiance to God, keeping al His commandments.” 1

“We should sudy thelife of our Redeemer, for Heis
the only perfect example for men. We should contem-
plate the infinite sacrifi ce of Cavary, and behold the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin and the righteousness of the
law. You will come from a concentrated study of the
theme of redemption strengthened and ennobled. Your
comprehension of thecharacter of God will be deepened;
and with the whole plan of savation clearly defined in
your mind, you will be better ableto fulfill your divine
commission. From asense of thorough conviction, you
can then testify to menof the immutabl echaracter of the
law manifested by the degth of Christ on the cross, the
mali gnant nature of sin, and the righteousness of God in
justifyi ng the bel iever in Jesus on conditi on of hisfuture
obedienceto the statutes of God’sgovernmentinheaven
and earth.” 2

“Persond religion among us as apeople is a alow
ebb. There ismuch form, much machinery, muchtongue
religion; but something deeper and more solid must be
brought into our religi ous experience. . . Wha we need
isto know God and the power of Hislove, asreveded in
Christ, by an experimental knowledge . .. Through the
merits of Christ, through His righteousness, which by
faith isimputed unto us, weareto ata ntotheperfection
of Christian character.” 3
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Perfection a so comes through justification. It is through
sanctifi cation that this position is retained. This will be our po-
sition not only until Jesus comes but throughout eternity. 1t will
be our happy lot to express our gppreciation to the entire uni-
verse for Christ’'s unspeskable gift in our behalf.

Sdvation is dependent upon justification as afree gift from
God. Our atitude toward that gift i s expressed by our relation-
ship to sanctification and our willingness to dlow Jesus to re-
mold our characters so that they will reflect His own. This is
His work no matter what methods He uses to accomplish His
god. Our work isto submit to Him.

Issanctifi cationtheevidenceof justifi cation? Jesus, in John
155 says, “. . . He that abideth in me and | in him, the same
bringeth forthmuchfruit. ..” Thefruit of the Spiritistobe seen
indl who aretruly justified. Gaatians 5:22, 23. The believer
has only to abide in this relationship (position) in Christ and He
will produce the fruit. Christ is the Vine, the believer is the
branch. Our position as members of the family of God is the
cause of our rgoicing. We must refuseto indulge ourselvesin
conditional thinking. When we are grafted into the Vine, we
become a part of Him. Justification will dways be needed.
Christ's character i stheonly covering that could completely meet
al of the demands of God's perfect law, therefore, it must al-
ways be retai ned.

“The enemy of man and God is not willing that this
truth [justification by faith] should be clearly presented;
for he knowsthat if the people receiveit fully, his power
will be broken. If he can control minds so that doubt and
unbdief and darkness shal compose the experience of
those who claim to be the children of God, he can over-
come them with temptation.” 4

“Behold, | giveunto you power to tread on serpents and scor-
pions, and over dl the power of theenemy . ..” Luke 10:109.
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Obviously, Christiansin general have not experi entially been
awarethat they can live free from Satan’s power. This does not
imply freedom from histemptati ons. Thetemptationswill, along
with sin, havelost their power. Thisis good news for al of us.

Sin has a powerful influence in the human family. It isat-
tractiveto the sinful nature. It offers pleasure for aseason. Be-
ingforbidden, itisexciting. It buildsthe spirit of independence.
It is an abuse of the power of choice or useof thewill. All these
are taken care of in the truly born-again Christian as he waks
with his Lord in righteousness.

There is another much more subtle aspect of the power of
sin which we must consider: “. . . the strength of sinis the law.”
1 Corinthians 15:56. Dunamis (ability) inthe Greek isheretrans-
lated strength. It is more often rendered power. We get our
word “dynamite’ from the sameroot. The ability of dynamiteis
in its explosive power. If the “strength of sin” is the law, we
should know how thisistrue. God did not reved Hislaw as a
transcript of His character and aso the “strength of sin.” God's
law of love did cause Him to creaste man with the ability to sin.
Hegavehim the power of choice. Couldthisbewherethepower
of sin rests? “Temptation is resisted when man is powerfully
influenced to do a wrong action and, knowing that he can do it,
resists, by faith, with afirm hold upon divine power.” S

Itisinteresting to know that the power Jesus gave His dis-
ciples recorded in Luke 10:19 was exousia (authority), not abil-
ity. But the power of the enemy in the same verse is dunamis
(ability). We can say, then, that God gives men the authority
over all Satan’s ability, but He retai ns the ability and authority
over Satan in His own control. Through Christ al the power of
Satan is broken for he is a defeated foe.

Colossians 1:13 says, “Who hath ddli vered usfromthe power
(authority) of darkness, and hath translated us into the ki ngdom
of his dear Son.” Ddiverance from Satan’s authority and being
members of the kingdom of God are one and the same thing.
“When you give up your ownwill, your ownwisdom, and learn
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of Christ, you will find admi ttance into the kingdom of God.”6

Since God's law isatranscript of His character, and Satan is
trying constantly to misrepresent His character, we should find
here aclue as to the law being the “strength of sin.”

Through a misunderstanding and misuse of God's law, Is-
reel of old was held in Satan’s control for centuries of time. It
was God's plan that His law, as written and reved ed a Sinai,
would be as a school master to bring His people to Christ.
Gdatians 3:24. Satan had other plans. That very law of liberty
hewould useto enslave. How? By focusing all of hiseffortson
one function of the lawv—its ability to convict. Paul writes,
“Therefore as by the offence of one judgement came upon al
men to condemnation. . .” Romans 5:18. Here is Satan’s focal
point and his power over men. He seeks to blind our eyes to the
rest of the sameverse: “. . .even so by the righteousness of one
the free gift came upon al men unto justification of life.”

Satan has d ways magnified the condemnation and then pre-
sented stri ct obedience to the law asthe only acceptabl esolution
to the problem. Thus, man has gone down in defeat under mis-
erable discouragement trying to keep that which he cannot keep
in his own ability—dunamis, or authority, exousia. Condemna-
tion and guilt are associated together and form the powerhouse
of Satan’s work in deceiving Christians.

Conviction and guilt wereintended to point man to his own
nothingness, and in hisextremity hewould turnto God who sent
His Son to solve the whole sin problem. The loving parent,
when dealing with awayward child, often reveals both author-
ity and ability even though he be mi sunderstood. Sin made nec-
essary the revealing of alaw that had existed from eternity but
was misunderstood and wrongly applied. By condemnation, the
magjor function of the law as schoolmaster was hidden from hu-
man eyes.

Condemnation is aharsh, compelling force among hesathen

and Christian reigions. Many of the reformers suffered under
itspower. Christianity, in general, hasbattled with this problem
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only to find human answers which fail to generate the love for
God and produce aright attitude toward His law. David had his
eyesopened and saw the law asthe schoolmaster, or pathway, to
Christ. Hisresponsewas, “O how | lovethy law! Itismy medi-
tation dl theday.” Psam 119:97.

From the beginning of Satan’s apostasy he has hated God's
law, continually working to have it changed or modified. Any
attempt to usej ustificati on, the imputing of Christ'scharacter to
man’s account, as a means of changing or doing awvay with God's
law isto agree with Satan and to cooperate with him in hisre-
belion against God.

Antinomi anism, the doing away with God's law, is a human
answer to man’s sin problem that agrees with Satan’s original
accusation against God.

Modern man may think the law is incapable of meeting his
needs. However, he still needs the Saviour to whom the law
brings him. The truth is that man needs to be changed com-
pletely, notthelaw. Thischangeisbrought aboutintworelated,
but distinctly different, processes. Hrst, alega process wasac-
complished for man by Christ on Cavary’s cross when He took
our rightful place and paid the debt we could not pay, and yet
live. Thus, man’srecord is changed the moment he accepts Christ
as his Saviour and surrendershislife to Christ’'scontrol. “When
men see their own nothingness, they are prepared to be clothed
with the righteousness of Christ.”! Cavary stands as undeni-
able proof of the immutability of God’s law. If it had been pos-
sible to change or do away with the law, Cavary would have
been unnecessary. Thank God for His gift on Calvary where
Jesus gained the riézjht to rescue the captives from the grasp of
the great deceiver.

“Thereisthereforenow no condemnationtothemwhichare
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
Romans 8:1. Justification takes care of condemnation for the
surrendered Christian. The Saviour said, “For God sent not his
Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world
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through him might be saved.” John3:17. Thelaw still convicts,
but only Satan is in the business of condemnation. The born-
again (justified) Christian learns that, even though Satan works
through his fedlings to condemn, Christ is not in the condemn-
ing business. “For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than
our heart, and knoweth all things. Bedoved, if our heart con-
demn us not, then havewe confidence toward God.” 1 John 3:20,
21.

Can weseethat itisonly as we understand God in His true
relation to man—that of love and not condemnation—that we
can have confidencein Him? Thisis adso true of aparent-child
reationship. Onlyinatrue re ationshipistheretrueconfidence.
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
freefrom the law of sinand death.” Romans8:2. Thelaw of the
Spirit i s to teach us about lifein Christ Jesus which sets us free
from the law of sn and death. This is what Paul was set free
fromin Romans 7.

That law of sin, which says*. .. thewagesof sinisdeath. . .”
Romans 6:23 has aterri ble condemning force in our lives when
pressed home by Satan. It is his plan to force us to repentance
through these miserable feelings. Much of the repentance of
Christians isadesire to befreefrom thesestrong fedings. If we
are honest we can seethat sdfishnessistheroot of this repen-
tance. God's Word declares, “ . . . the goodness of God leadeth
thee to repentance.” Romans 2:4. Itisnot by condemnation but
by looking at Jesus on Cavary’s cross that we are brought to
true repentance. Knowing that He condemns sin but loves the
sinner sets usfree. “If the Sontherefore shal makeyou free, ye
shall befreeindeed.” John 8:36.

Aswe seethat we arevictims of adeadly disease cdled sin
that has left many scars cdled habits in our flesh—which must
be eradicated—we can understand how patiently, yet persistently,
Christmustwork torid usof these habits. Only then canwe see
why sanctification—the second process—is God’'s way of chang-
ing thesehabits of oursand isthework of alifetime. Itisn’tthat



His Robe Or Mine/ 59
a lifetime would make us sinless, but it must establish in us a
pattern of tota surrender and willingness which enables God to
“...will andtodo of hisgood pleasure’ inus. Philippians 2:13.

Justification dedls with our nature. Aswedietosdf, surren-
der our will, and invite Him to take over our lives, anew nature
is given to the newborn Christian. This nature is capable of
being made subject to the law of God, whereas the old nature
hated God's law. Romans 8:7. Sanctification takes over the
task of rehabituating the character and removing the habits that
were deve oped through the old nature. These habits and he-
reditary tendenci es are the remai nder of the old sdf-life. They
are the strongest hold that Satan has in the life of the newborn
Christian. Thank God eventhat hold can be broken through this
marvel ous plan of redemption.

Notes:

H

Christ Our Righteousness, p. 99.

Christ Our Righteousness, p. 35.

Christ Our Righteousness pp. 81, 82.

Christ Our Righteousness, p. 54.

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1082,
The Youth's Instructor, July 20, 1899.

Sdlected M essages, book 1, p. 110.

Christ Our Righteousness p. 104.

The Desire of Ages, p. 744.
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1.
LADDERS ARE FOR CLIMBING

Peter’s second letter is addressed to agroup of people who,
likehi mself, had obtained“ . . . like preci ous faith with usthrough
the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter
1:1.

It would be difficult to express in more beautiful language
the fact that these peopl e were like Peter, justified—freed from
their old sins—and werewalking in newness of life. Then Pe-
ter, under i nspirati on, cl earl y sets before theseborn-agai n Chris-
tians God's plan for His righteousness to be imparted to them
and to us.

Peter talks plainly and authoritativel y on the subject of sanc-
tification. Hemakesthe sweeping claimthat “ ... dl thingsthat
pertain unto life and godliness. . .” aregiven unto us. Heeven
states fully the process by which these gifts come to the be-
liever—by believing the great and precious promi ses that point
us to the fact that the born-again beiever can be a partaker of
the divine nature.

Further, he dates that he escapes the corrupti on of theworld
through this same process. 2 Peter 1:3,4. The corruption of lust
spoken of hereis sdfishness, which is initially destroyed in the
death of the old nature, by faith. This results in Jesusbeing able
to justify the believer as he reckons himself to be dead indeed
unto sin. Romans 6:12.

The bdiever then, according to Paul, is not only justified by
the blood of Christ (His death), but he is saved by the life of
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Jesus. Romans5:10. What lifeisthat? Praise Hisholy name! It
is His perfect life (character) that He worked out on earth for
thirty-three and one-half years.

It is Jesus character that is first credited to the beiever in
justifi cati on, resulting inaliferecord of the past that reads, “ just
asif I’d never sinned.” This character isthen madered inthe
bdiever’slife as helearns to wak in this newness of life, trust-
ing his Lord to supply the “dl things’ that pertain to this new
life.

Of course, the god in learning to wak in this new lifeisto
completdy rely upon the divine nature to crush out the habits of
the old nature that are a carry-over from the old, but recently
crucified, nature,

“As God works in the heart, and man surrenders his
will to God, and cooperates with God, he works out in
the lifewhat God works in by the Holy Spirit, and there
is harmony between the purposeof theheart and the prac-
tice of thelife. Every sinmust be renounced asthe hate-
ful thing that crucified the Lord of life and gl ory, and the
believer must havea progressiveexperienceby continu-
aly doing the worksof Christ. Itis by continua surren-
der of thewill, by obedience, that the blessing of justifi-
cation is retained.” 1

Itis quite naturd, at this point, to focus upon the thought of
having to be obedient. This is where the Christian often falls.
Our focus should be on surrender. If we are consistent in our
surrender, then God will work inus*® . . . to will and to do of his
good pleasure.” Philippians 2:13.

Character iswhat weare. Reputation is what people think
weae. Thefirstisreved ed by our habit patterns, the second by
thoughtful control. “ The character i sreveal ed, not by occasional
good deeds and occasiona mi sdeeds, but by the tendency of the
habitual words and acts.”2
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Habituad living is that which we do before we consciously
think about what to do. Much of our living day by day is moti-
vated by thesubconscious mind. Our surrender to Christ’'slead-
ing in our lives must become habitual. That is, it must become
the naturd thing to do.

“We may keep so near to God that in every unexpected trial
our thou%hts will turn to Him as naturally as the flower turns to
the sun.”

Paul urges us by saying, “L et thismind be inyou, whichwas
asoinChrist Jesus.” Philippians2:5. Thenfollowsa surrender
so complete that it was “. . . unto death, even the death of the
cross.” Verse8.

By theword “let,” we understand that the control ling power
isin our hands. “Christ is waiting with longing desire for the
manifestation of Himsdf in His church. When the character of
Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will
cometo claim them as His own.”4

This goa can only be reached through the new birth experi-
encein the context of righteousness by faith. The credited righ-
teousness of justification and the given righteousness of sancti-
fication arethe*® .. . dl things that pertain unto life and godli-
ness...” 2Peter 1.3. These marvelous gifts of God become
ours as we let Him do for us that which we cannot do for our-
selves.

Danid’s prayer should be ours: “O Lord, righteousness
belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces. ..” Daniel
9:7. Itishard for mantoface the fact that in himdwel Isnothing
good. Itis“When men seetheir own nothingness, they are pre-
pared to be clothed with the righteousness of Christ.” © When
theterm “two-faced” is used, we know what the spesker means.
| believe that Danid wassimply saying, “L ord, no matter which
facel try to wear, it al endsin confusion for itis not red.”

Oh, that God would be dlowed to make Himsdf red in us
so that we could say with Paul, “For God, who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
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the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ. But we havethis treasurein earthen vessdls, that
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” 2
Corinthians 4:6,7. (Italics supplied.)

Peter’s ladder of sanctification is given to usin 2 Peter 1:5-
7. “Add to your fath virtue; and to virtue knowledge;, and to
knowledge temperance; and to temperance pati ence; and to pa
tience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness charity (love).” Here Peter setsbefore usthe
steps by which Bible sanctification can be attained.

“Faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, pati ence, god-
liness, brotherly kindness, and charity are the rounds of
the ladder. We are saved by climbing round after round,
mounting step after step, to the height of Christ’s ided
for us. ThusHeis made unto us wisdom, and righteous-
ness, and sanctifi cation, and redemption.” 6

Before we start ascending this ladder we must learn more of
the characteristics that compri seits uniquestructure. Each round
in this ladder is astep in character development. However, we
do not perfect each stage before we move up the ladder.

We might say that thisladder islike arope ladder hung from
above. Thisiswhat makesit aladder of faith, itssupportisfrom
above. The climber beginning on the bottom rung picks up the
steps one a a time as he goes, adding to his character and “ . . .
as hethus works on the plan of addition, God worksfor him on
the plan of multiplication.” 7

Each step must betaken in order for they are tied together
and are interdependent. The second depends upon thefirst for

its foundati on upon which to build. Each character step contin-
ues to be multi plied by the Lord as long as we continue to grow

spiritually.
There is one thing further we need to know about this | ad-
der:
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“Before the bdiever is held out the wonderful possi-
bility of being like Christ, obedient to al the princi ples
of thelaw. But of himsef man is utterly unable to reach
thiscondition. The holinessthat God’'sword declareshe
must have before he can be saved, is the result of the
working of divine grace, ashe bowsinsubmissiontothe
disciplineand restraining i nfluences of the Spirit of truth
. ... The pat of the Christian is to persevere in over-
coming every fault. Constantly heisto pray to the Sav-
iour to heal thedi sorders of hissin-sick soul. Hehas not
the wisdom or the strength to over come; these bel ong to
the Lord, and He bestows them on those who in humili-
ation and contrition seek Him for help.” 8

Did you notice that our work is to submit to life's experi-
ences, without complai nt, accepti ng everything as coming from
Christ even though it may have origi nated with Satan? Because
Christ’s robe of righteousness surrounds us, we must recognize
that nothing can touch us except by His permission. Romans
8:28.

Christ permitsto touch usonly that which will help our char-
acter to become like His. (See Thoughts from_the Mount of
Blessing p. 71). By accepting this truth we learn to trust Himin
every experience of life. Thus, we live by faith and not by sight.
It was thus that Jesus lived here as our example.

Hereis another picture: “This work of transformation from
unholiness to holiness is a continuous one. Day by day God
labors for man’s sanctification, and man is to cooperate with
Him, putting forth persevering efforts in the culti vation of right
habits.”9  Onceagain God'swork and man’ swork aredefined.
God'swork is the daily work of sanctification. Our work isto
cooperate by “culti vating right habits.”

If we are to cultivate right habits, the natural question is,

how? We might try by exercising the will, by determi ned effort,
by repetition of the desired habit, or we might try prayer.
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May | suggest that the word cultivate was, no doubt, chosen
because of its depth of meaning. If wewould change the word-
ing from habits to carrots we would have less trouble under-
standing the how. Now if weare cultivating carrotswed | know
how to dothat. We simply remove weeds and break upthe hard
soil sothecarrots can grow. But what dowe dowiththe carrots?
We leavethem in the Lord’'s care. Only He can cause them to
grow. We can only remove hindrances to that growth.

“Helongstoreved Hisgrace. If Hispeople will removethe
obstructions, He will pour forth the waters of savation in abun-
dant streams through the human channel s.” 10

“Thereisnothing that Satan fears so much asthat the peopl e
of God shal clear the way by removing every hindrance, so that
the Lord can pour out His Spirit upon alanguishing church and
an impenitent congregation.” 11

We dready have learned that we can’'t change ourselves.
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?
Then may ye aso do good, that are accustomed to do evil.”
Jeremiah 13:23. Our work in removing hi ndrances and obstacles
in our character formation is to recognize them when we see
them. Then we are to be persevering in our prayers to God to
hed our sin-sick souls. Hewill remove these hindrances when
weare ready to stop protecting thesehindering factors. Weneed
to recogni ze a weed from the true plant.

The fruits of the Spirit are tender plants that need careful
cultivation until they are well rooted. Then they become domi-
nant to the poi nt wherewe can say with Paul, “ .. . none of these
things moveme. ..” Acts 20:24.

All this preparatory work, as well as the climbing of Peter’s
ladder, isawork of fath. ” There are those who attempt to as-
cend the ladder of Christian progress; but as they advance, they
begin to put ther trust in the power of man, and soon lose sight
of Jesus, the author and finisher of their faith. Theresult is fail-
ure” (See TheActs of theApostles, p. 532.)
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Let us clearly understand that sanctification, like justifica:
tion, isawork of fath at every step.

“The followers of Christ are to become like him—
by the grace of God to form characters in harmony with
the principles of His holy law. Thisis Bible sanctifica
tion. Thiswork can be accomplished only through faith
in Christ, by the power of the indwelling Spirit of
God.”12

“In ourselves we are incapable of doing any good
thing; but that which we cannot do will be wrought by
thepower of God in every submissiveand beli eving soul.
Itisthrough fath that spiritual life is begotten, and we
are enabled to do the works of righteousness.”13

“Nonebut Christ can fashion anew the character that
has been ruined by sin. He came to expd the demons
that had control led the will .” 14

“It is through the impartation of the grace of Christ
that sinisdiscernedinits hateful nature, and finaly driven
from the soul temple.” 15

These statements make it very clear that only as Christ's
character is imparted to us in sanctification are we able to see
sin for what it red ly is—amdignant disease. Only then can we
learn to hate it. Thisfact will become clear as we begin to as-
cend the ladder.

You will notice sin is in the singular, which points to the
diseaseand not sins, which arethesymptoms of thedisease. We
can very easily work up quite a strong feeling of hatred for the
sinsthat reved that thereisasinful naturefromwhichthey spring.
Yet our efforts are most often directed toward the symptoms and
not the disease. And thisiswhat Satan would have us do. For
until the disease is taken care of, he knows that the symptoms
will bethereto keep us battling and defeated.
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Itis afact tha we overlook the redity that every human

being in his human (fleshly) nature is infected with the same

deadly disease of sin. From God's viewpoint the disease in any

stageis still deadly. Some symptoms, however, are quite ac-

ceptable in the best of society, while others would beregected as
making one incorrigible.

God must be alowed to reved to us this deadly nature and
bring us to the point where we look at sin as He does. Then we
will long to be free from its vicious tentacles. Why is this so
hard for human beings to see? Because we are sin-hardened,
caloused to the point where we hardly recognize sin when we
comein contact with it. Thetragedy of thisisthe fact thataswe
live in this condition we forget that “He [Christ] was free from
the taint of sin, the refined sensibilities of His holy nature ren-
dered contact with evil unspeakably painful toHim.”16 What a
work must be accomplished in us that we might reflect His im-
age perfectly.

Beforewe begin climbing thisladder of sanctification, letus
take an overview of the chart (Appendix C, pages 156, 157).
Here we attempt to show how Satan has a counterfeit plan for
sanctification as he does for every Bible truth. God's plan be-
gins with faith and ends with love (divine love). Satan’'s plan
begins with sdf, very much dive, and ends with emotionalism.

Satan’s pl an devel ops hi ndrances, obstacles, that preventthe
Christian from developing the character of Christ. These char-
acteristics becomestronger and stronger, thus preventi ng the end
result of divine love from being atained. Inits place isavery
entrancing, bewitching, and deceptive substitute which we call
emotiondism. Itisin this areaof emotiond living where Satan
holds spellbound millions of decei ved Christian peopl e.

| do not mean to convey the thought that there is no emotion
intheway of theLord. Theretruly is. But it istheloveof Christ
that constraineth us. 2 Corinthians 5:14. That is, the love of
Christ holds us together. This s the effect of divinelove.
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Emotionalism tends toward strong feelings, especially to-
ward those who understand each other. The love of Christ, on
the other hand, reaches out and engul fs even those who oppose
and even fight against us. It accepts any kind of treatment and
still reacts only with love. Obviously, thisis not natura to the
human being. It must be agift from God. That is what sanctifi-
cati on accompli shes.

We must remember dso that the Christian, while alowing
God to develop His character in man, grows in grace (God's
character), notintograce (God's character)-17  Thegrowth pro-
cess is hard to recogni ze as it operates, but the result i s evident
both to the believer and to those with whom he comes in con-
tact.

Keep in mind as we ascend the ladder that each step is one
of faith asisshowninthe statements between the two ladderson
our chart.

Yes, ladders are for climbing, and we are about ready to be-
gin. So let us pray that God will reved any hindrances or ob-
staclesthat would prevent Hisworking in usto produce thefruit
of righteousness. It might be agood ideato take aquick look at
the character fruit we can expect to be revealed as He does this
marvelous work in us. “. .. Thefruit of the Spirit islove, joy,
peace, | ongsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem-
perance . ...” Gdatians 5:22,23.

Notes:

1 Sdected Messages, book 1, p.397.

2 Steps to Christ, pp. 57, 58.

3 Steps to Christ, pp. 99, 100. (Italics supplied.)
4 Christ's Object L essons, p. 69.

5 Christ Our Righteousness, p. 104, The Review and
Herdd, September 16, 1902.
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6 TheActs of theApostles, p. 530.

7 TheActs of theApostles, p. 532.

8 TheActs of theApostles, p. 532. (Itaics supplied.)

9 TheActs of theApostles, p. 532.

10 TheDesireof Ages, p. 251. (Itdics supplied.)

11 seected Messages, book 1, p. 124.

12 The Grest Controversy, p. 469.

13 The Desire of Ages, p. 98.

14 TheDesire of Ages, p. 38.

15 Sdected Messages, book 1, p. 366.

16 The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7A, p. 451,
The Review and Hera d, Nov. 8, 1887.

17 Christ's Object Lessons, p. 271.
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8.
A SOLID FOUNDATION

“ADD TO YOUR FAITH”

Before climbing aladder, one needs to examine the founda
tion upon which it rests!  Since the first step of the ladder is
faith, let us begin with the premise that the foundation itself is
faith.

Peter is addressing his message to those who, like himself,
have been justified by faith. But we hear someone say, “You
dready told us that this ladder hangs from above and is not sup-
ported from beneath.” Thisistrue. That iswhy the foundation
isfaith. Paul said“. ..thelifewhich| now livein thefleshl live
by the faith of the Son of God .. .” Gdatians 2:20. We must
keep in mind that the foundation, as well as every step in this

ladder, isby thefaiththat isfrom above. Infact, . .. inhimwe
live, and move, and have our being. .. ” Acts17:28. “ ... Yeare
not your own, for ye are bought with aprice. . .” 1 Corinthians

6:19-20. That price is the blood shed a Cavary, that Christ
might be legally qualified to justify us and ddiver us from our-
selves. Thethought that weneedto be delivered from ourselves
may be hard for some of us to accept.

God's picture of ancient Isragl reveds our condition today:
“...Thewhole head issick, and the whole heart faint. Fromthe
sole of the foot even unto the head thereis no soundnessin it;
but wounds, and brui ses, and putrefying sores: they have not
been closed, neither bound up, neither mol lifi ed with ointment.”
Isaiah 1:5-6.
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Are we not thankful that in God's plan of justification the
old manredly dies? We are then given anew life in Christ as
Paul states, “ Thereforeif any manbein Christ, heisanew crea
ture: (creation) old things are passed away; behold, all things
are becomenew.” 2 Corinthians 5:17. Thisisa fact based on
the promise of God. This, according to Peter, enables us to be-
come partakers of the divine nature.

We must constantly keepin mind that weare new personsin
Christ. Intheclimbing of Peter’s ladder, over and over again,
wewill be conscious of a strong power working in our members
that will war against the Spirit’s leading in this wak of faith.
We may often cry out as Paul did, “O wretched man that | am!
Who shdl deliver me from the body of this death?” Romans
7:24.

It is essentid for us to remember that the battle between
Christ—thenew ruler of thenew man—and Satan—the deposed
ruler of the old man—isstill raging with evenincreased activity,
for Satan isangry. His old method of control in our lives was
through our habit patterns. We must never forget that character
isreved ed in our habits.

“The temper, the persona peculiarities, the habits
fromwhich character i s developed—everything practiced
in the home will reveal itsef in all the associations of
life. Theinclinationsfollowed will work out inthoughts,
inwords, in acts of the same character.” 1

Again we read:

“The defects cherished in deding with life’s minor
details pass into more important affairs . . . . Thus ac-
tionsrepeated form habits, habitsform character, and by
the character our destiny for time and for eternity is de-
cided.” 2
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With these facts firmly in mind, we can clearly seethat the
battleis over who is controlling the mind. We then must have a
clear mind in order to discern the difference between the two
powersstriving forthesupremacy. Now, let us beperfectly honest
with ourselves and analyzeto determineif most of our decisions
inlifehavebeen madeon the basis of principle or onfedings. If
we are honest, we find that feelings have often had agreat deal
to do with even spiritual decisions. These fedlings, that have
been the avenue through which Satan has held control, have
formed strong habit patterns and Satan wil | not | et thesedie with-
outared battle. Our responseto any givensituationwill first be
triggered by our accustomed habitud life. If we act in harmony
with our fedings, Satan takes advantage of the situati on that he
has created and then uses our habit responseto accuse, condemn
and discourage us. He thus tries to make us believe that our
justification is not genuine and that we must befooling ourselves.

The born-again Christian, living by faith, must school him-
sdf to do what angd s counsded Adam and Eve to do when Sa-
tan would tempt them. This is where our battle seems amost
overwheming. Our first parents failed, however, in Christ, we
may succeed! How? Adam and Eve weretold to repd Satan’'s
first insinuations, then they would be secure.3 We must recog-
nize the enemy at work in the habitua responses and, knowing
our weakness, turn immediately to Christ for help. We must
admit that we cannot win by resistance, no matter how wetry to
control our fedings! When we face our weakness and turn the
situati on over to Christ, He usesthe same situationinstantly asa
tool in His hand to form our character. “None but Christ can
fashion anew the character that has been ruined by sin. He came
to expe the demons that had controlled the will.” 4

In the whole climbing process Christ isat work forming this
new character whilewe are kept busy surrendering to Hiswork-
ing process. Thisisafull timeresponsibility for eachof us. Itis
only as we, through surrender, open the door that He can do His
work in His own new creation. We must be constantly willing
to remove the obstacles and hindrances that prevent His work-
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ing in our lives. Even in the surrender there is area sense of
satisfactionin knowing that “the God of peace, that brought again
from the dead our L ord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep,
through thebl ood of the everl asting covenant, make you perfect
in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is
wdll pleasing in his sight, through JesusChrist; towhombe glory
for ever and ever. Amen.” Hebrews 13:20-21.

Even as Jesus was victori ous through surrender, when to dl
human eyes it seemed adefeat and fail ure, so we have only one
road to victory. Thisladder is going to be tough climbing, not
because it is stegp and rough or rugged, but because sef will
keep trying to do God's work instead of doing its own—that of
surrender.

There are hindrances that must be removed before one can
begin the ascent of this ladder. If sdf isnot dead through justi-
fication, we will not be ableto climb Peter’ s ladder but will find
ourselves starting up the wrong ladder.

“The new birth is arare experiencein this age of the
world. This is the reason why there are so many per-
plexities in the churches. Many, so many, who assume
the name of Christ are unsanctified and unholy. They
have been baptized, but they were buried dive. Sdf did
not die, and therefore they did not rise to newnessof life
in Christ.”®

Paul states, “ If wehavebeen pl anted together inthelikeness
of His death, we shdl be dso in the likeness of His resurrec-
tion.” Romans 6:5. Hefurther states, “. . . We were reconcil ed
to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconcil ed,
we shal besaved by Hislife.” Romans 5:10. Whilejustifica
tion takes care of all thelega work, sanctification—the impar-
tation of thelife of Christ—is the process by which our fitness
for heaven is determined. Justification without sanctification
has no continui ng saving va ue, and sanctificati on without j usti-
fication isimpossible.
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“God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before j usti-
fication can take place; and in order for man to retain justifica-
tion, there must be continual obedience, through active, living
faith that works by love and purifies the soul.”6  This is the
process of sanctification.

“Herethe truth islaid out in plain lines. This mercy
and goodnessiswholly undeserved. The grace of Christ
is fredy to justify the sinner without merit or clam on
his part. Justification is a full, complete pardon of sin.
The moment a sinner accepts Christ by faith, that mo-
ment heis pardoned. Therighteousness of Christisim-
puted to him, and heisno more to doubt God'sforgiving
grace.” 7

If you have not experienced justification by faith, the com-
plete unconditiona surrender of yoursdf to Christ and accepted
His death at Cavary as your desth to sdf, let me suggest that
you bow your head right now and enter i nto Hisvi ctory planned
for you.

Notes:

1 Testi monies, vol. 6, p. 174.

Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 356.
See Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 53.
The Desire of Ages, p. 38.

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1075,
Manuscript 148, 1897.

Selected M essages, book 1, p. 366. (Itdics supplied.)

7 The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1071,
The Signs of the Times, May 19, 1898.
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9.
LET'SBROADEN THE FOUNDATION

“VIRTUE"

When the Christian comes to Christ in full surrender, he ac-
cepts Christ as his Saviour from 9n. His concern is primarily
eternity. In Christ he now fedls secure and no longer needs to
worry about “making it” to heaven. Relief is blessed and reas-
suring. This may last for only a short timeor it may be perma-
nent. However, therewill come to the earnest seeker for truth,
the fact that the Christian’s lifeis not in a“rocking chair” but in
the rugged, every day life in thisworld of sin. He soon learns
that it is one thing to be a Christian in the company of Chris-
tians—friends who are pulling for him, praying for him, and
trying to encourage him. Helater learns that it i s another thing
to livethe lifein different circumstances. He even findsthat his
own homeisnot aseasy aplaceto livethe Christianlifeasinthe
church or Bible study group where he learned of Christ. He
may find that his job requires decisions that are embarrassing to
him now that he belongs to Christ. Opportunities come to him
whereby he could benefit himsef greatly with only avery small
compromisein his new way of life. The natural thing to do in
each casewould beto turn to reason. It is so difficult for usto
remember that faith is not human reasoning. It requires divine
reasoning to find the right answers. Jesussaid, “Comenow, and
let us reason together . .. ” Isaiah 1:18. “You have trusted Me
for your savation. Will you trust Meto take care of your daily
needs as well? Will you let Me have control of every facet of
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your life?” Hepromisesthatif wewill do thisHe will supply a|
of our needs, plus an abundant entrance into the kingdom of
heaven.

This, of course, does not mean that the “rocking chair” isthe
answer after dl. Itis acomforting thing to know, however, that
I am to yield mysdf as fully to Christ now, in the new life of
faith, as| yielded myse f to iniquity beforel cameto Jesus. Paul
says, “ . .. For as ye have yidded your members servants to
uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield
your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.” Ro-
mans 6:19.

Jesus lived that completdy yielded life, yet He was ambi-
tious, energetic, careful to do the best work that He could do.
Hewas never content with mediocrity. So, theborn-again Chris-
tian will do his best, even if he sees no advantage to himself.
Hisrewardisof ahigher naturethantheworld values. God can,
and will, placesuch apersonin positions of responsibility where
Hisownglory (character) as seen through the human instrument
will be a magneti ¢ influence to draw men and women to Christ.

We have stated beforethat Christ worksfromtheinside out-
ward. Heisfollowing this plan in sanctification as outlined in
Peter’s ladder. Thefirst three steps have to do with menta atti-
tudes. If the mind is yielded to Him there will be no problem
with the flesh. “Let this mind be in you, which was aso in
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:5. Noticethat thisisa“letting”—a
surrender of our own habitua thinking patterns. The new life of
faith reaches into every corner of life's experiences. It trusts
Christ even if we do not understand how He can or will do His
work. Real faith isnever concerned with the methodswhich He
uses—only the results which He promises.

There are hinderi ng factorsto hiskind of faith. Doubtisone
of Satan’s most successful tools. Have you noticed that when
Satan works with a non-believer he tries to turn him away en-
tirdy from Christ, the Bibl eand truth? However, when he works
with a Christian, he works through creeating doubt. Heworked



His Robe Or Mine/ 77
this plan with Eve. He was, at first, careful not to contradict
God. Hesimply said enough to cast doubt as to why God had
said what He said. After creating the doubt in Eve’s mind there
came the denid of truth. She had been warned to resist the first
insinuation of the enemy. She felt the impulse to flee to her
husband—Adam. Shethen fet that if she should meet the en-
emy she had sufficient strength to withstand him. Now, facing
himin the disguised form, she found herse f arguing with hi m.1
There is nothing Satan delights to do more than to entice the
Christian to enter into controversy withhim. “Hetemptsmen to
distrust God's | ove and to doubt his wisdom. Heis constantly
seeking to excite a spirit of irreverent curiosity, arestless, in-
quisitive desire to penetrate the secrets of divine wisdom and
power.”

“There isbut one coursefor thoseto pursuewho hon-
estly desire to befreefrom doubts. Instead of question-
ing and caviling concerning that which they do not un-
derstand, let them give heed to the light which are
shines upon them, and they will receive greater light.

Our responsibility is to wak by faith, which requires obedi-
ence, even if we do not understand the “why.”

Hebrews 11, the great faith chapter, declares that faith “is”
not “has” substance and evidence. It may be hard for us to see
thesetwo characteri stics of faith. Our tendency istotry to check
up to seeif wereally havefath. Where do we check? Most of
the time we check our fedings! We say, “I feel this way or that
way.” Our faith must rest upon something much more reliable
than fedings. These constitute the devil’s playground. “Faith
includes not only bdief but trust.”# “The devils dso believe,
and tremble.” James 2:19. Their belief is obviously not faith.

Why is this understanding so important to Peter’s ladder?
Because, “None but Christ can fashion anew the character that
has been ruined by sin.”® The red guestion that must be an-
swered by each of usis, arewewilling for Him to do His work
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in us, or will weinsist ondoing part of the work oursglves? The
inclination will be to “get in there and help.” But we must be
willing to let the Potter have His way entirely and be happy to
liedormant in His hands. Then, and only then, will the product
formed be of any vaue!

Notes:

1 Seepatriarchs and Prophets, pp. 53-55.
Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 54, 55.
The Great_ Controversy, p. 528.

4 Sdected Messages, book 1, p. 389.

5 Desireof Ages, p. 38.
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10.
POWER SUPPLY UNLIMITED

“KNOWLEDGE”

Jesus prayed, “ . . . thisislifeeternd, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent.”
John 17:3. John again testified, “Beloved, let us love one an-
other: for loveis of God . . . for God is love” 1 John 4:7,8.
Every born-again Christian, of necessity, has come to realize
that if he is to reflect the character of God, love must be natu-
raly reflected in every facet of hislife. Thisloveisnot apre-
tense—something put on—it must come from theinside and its
source can only be Christ. The Christian cannot devel op this
love; itisagift from God that comes by knowing Him.

“The knowledge of God as reveded in Christisthe
knowledge that adl who are saved must have. It is the
knowledge that workstransformation of character. This
knowledge, recei ved, will re-create the soul in the image
of God. Itwill imparttothewholebe ng aspiritua power
that is divine. .. 1

Such knowledge growsin relationship wherefaith is the ac-
tive ingredient that binds the parties closer together with each
new experience. Didyou notice thatitisthe knowledge of God,
asreved ed in Christ, that we must have and that will reproduce
the divine character in man? Could it be that thisis the reason
that we are admonished to spend a thoughtful hour each day
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reading and meditating upon the life of Christ, especidly the
closing scenes?

Such an experience would reved to usthe fact that Jesus, as
ahuman being, learned about God first from His mother, then,
ashegrew older, from nature. AsHelearnedtoread, He learned
about God fromthe Scriptures. His Father enli ghtened His study
and revealed to Him His mission on earth. This knowledge did
not, intheleast, detract from Hisfaithfulnessinhed pingto carry
His part of the family burdens. He became efficient as atrades-
man and labored to help support the family until He began His
public ministry.

Wewill discover that the more He learned of God, the more
submissveHebecameuntil, findly, inthegarden of Gethsemane
His submission was completewhen Hecried, “ Father, i f thou be
willing, remove this cup from me; nevertheless not my will, but
thine, be done.” L uke22:42.

“We should sudy thelife of our Redeemer, for Heis
the only perfect example for men. We should contem-
plate theinfinite sacrifi ce of Cavary, and behold the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin and the righteousness of the
law. You will come from a concentrated study of the
theme of redemption strengthened and ennobled. Your
comprehension of thecharacter of God will be degpened,;
and with the whole plan of savation clearly defined in
your mind, you will be better ableto fulfill your divine
commission. From asense of thorough conviction, you
can then testify to men of the immutabl echaracter of the
law manifested by the death of Christ on the cross, the
mali gnant nature of sin, and the righteousness of God in
justifying the bel iever i n Jesus on condition of hisfuture
obedience to the statues of God’'s government in heaven
and earth.” 2

A careful reading of the aforementioned quotation will re-
ved four thi ngsthat weshould especially study in relation tothe
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lifeof Christ: (1) His infinite sacrifice, (2) the sinful ness of sin,
(3) the righteousness of the law, (4) the theme of redemption. If
we make this knowledge the target of our study, we are prom-
ised four specific returns: (1) We will be strengthened and en-
nobled, (2) a degpened comprehension of God's character will
be ours, (3) the plan of salvation will be clearly defined, (4) we
will be better able to fulfill our divine commission. Then we
will be able, because of a persona conviction, to testify to the
three great principle of God’s plan of savation: (1) the immu-
table character of God's law, (2) the maignant nature of sin, (3)
God's plan of righteousness by faith. These princi ples reveal to
us thejustice and mercy of God’s character which He desires to
reproduce in every believer.

God has provided every incentive that He can to encourage
us to enter into this study plan. Romans 5:1,2 assures the j usti-
fied beiever of peace with God and d so the privilege of stand-
ing in God's (imputed) character during the process of sanctifi-
cation. Romans 8:1,2 assures the Christian who is in the pro-
cess of sanctification (walking with Jesus) freedom from con-
demnation and thegreatest blessing possible—the Spirittoteach
him how to wak with Jesus. For the very law of the Spirit is
“life in Christ Jesus.”

It was Jesus, Himsdlf, who said, “But the Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He
shall teach you dl things, and bring al things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” John 14:26. Itisthe
work of the Holy Spirit to reveal touswhat “ life in Christ Jesus”
is dl about.

The knowledge of God as reveded in Christ Jesus is the
clearest, most understandabl e and most available to man of dl
knowledge. Itiswritten on every flower, every tree, the starry
heavens, the sunlight, the ocean depths and upon every creature
that comesfromthe hand of God. ItiswritteninHisownbook—
the Holy Bible. Also, God has sent the third member of the
Godhead to be our Instructor whether we arereading from His
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book of nature or the written Word. His one god isto help usto
seewhat “lifein Christ” truly is.

Right now, as you arereading these lines, you may be hav-
ing fedings that your mind can beinterpreting in such away as
to causeyouto procrastinatein seeking for thisknowledge. These
fedings constitute thegreatest hindranceto our reaching the godl.

We fed that we do not have time. We feel that we cannot
understand. We feel that wearealone—if only therewere some-
oneto study with. We may fed that if our life isgreatly changed,
wewill be ridiculed or rgected. Theseareall fedings sent by
Satan, for he knows well the power of fedings. May | remind
you that feelings and faith are contrary to each other, asfar apart
as the east is from the west. So, in spite of fedings, seek the
knowledge which is from above and be set free to experience
“life in Christ Jesus” which is love unlimited—the true power
of God.

When we walk with Jesus, we must remember that He does
not condemn us even if we make amistake. Heis our heavenly
Parent who stands ready to help us, by turning our mistakesinto
stepping stones i nstead of stumbling bl ocks.

Satan is the great accuser. God's Word says, “For God sent
not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved.” John 3:17.

Just knowing Him has turned savages into loving, lovable
Christians. No other knowl edgeon earth or in heaven cando this.
Oh! how we need to know Him whom to know is life eternd.

Notes:

1 My Life Today, p. 293.
2 Christ Our Righteousness p. 35.
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n.
FIRST THINGS FIRST

“TEMPERANCE”

The knowledge of God as learned through the study of
Christ's lifeleads us naturally to invite Christ to reproduce His
character in us. As Christ, through faith, has been transforming
themind—nbringing it into harmony with His own mind—so now,
He begins to change our very life-style. Thiswork must begin
with man’s greatest need.

“Temperance aone is the foundation of dl the graces that
come from God, the foundation of al victories to be gained.”1

A clear definition of temperanceis essentid at this point.

“Truetemperanceteaches usto dispenseentirely with
everything hurtful, and to use judiciously that which is
hedthful. There arefew whoreaize asthey should how
much their habits of diet have to do with ther hedth,
their character, their usefulness in this world, and their
eternal destiny. The appetite should ever be in subjec-
tion to the moral and intellectual powers. The body
should be servant to the mind, and not the mind to the
body.” 2

“Intemperance . . . includes the hurtful indulgence of any
gppetite or passion.” 3
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Itis necessary to keep clearly in mind thefact that the battl e
between Christ and Satan is over who will control the mind of
man. It would be natural, then, for Satan to do everything he
could do toinjure or weaken the ability of man’smind. If hecan
cause the mind to function at alevel below its God-given capac-
ity, he hasthen gained a tremendous advantage over God. If the
mind cannot understand thethings of God, how can it arriveat a
vaid conclusion? It follows that the will could not beused in a
constructive way. Satan knows that if the will is not used in a
positive way, he has the advantage. By creating doubts, peer
pressures, etc., he can cause us to put off adecision. Heis care-
ful not to let us know that putting off a decision is redly making
adecision. Itis exercising thewill, but to hi s advantage.

“You should use the most simple food, prepared in
the most simple manner, that the fine nerves of the brain
benot weakened, benumbed, or pardyzed, makingitim-
possible for you to discern sacred things, and to vaue
the atonement, the cl eansing blood of Christ, asof price-
less worth.”4

“Intemperance commences at our tables in the use of un-
healthful food.” ° Temperance, then, must strike at the root of
the problem and from there spread to the entirelife-style.

A perfectly balanced eight-point programwas sent to usfrom
God nearly seventy-five yearsago to keep our menta and physi-
cal health functioning at top level. “Pure air, sunlight,
abstemi ousness, rest, exerci se, proper diet, theuseof water, trust
in divine power—these are the true remedies.” 6

An amost unlimited amount of inspired information on this
plan is open for our study in the Bible and the writings of Ellen
White. If weaccept thesesources asauthoritative, wethen have
aguide by which to measure d| other information.

M odernresearch hasfinadly vaidated God's hedth plan, and
abundant materid is available regarding each part of the plan.
God has enlightened men and women who have written authori-
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tati vely, yet in understandabl e language, on the different facets
of this plan. We are today without excuse.

However, weshall confineourselvesto man’s greatest weak-
ness—hisappetite. If thisisbrought under the control of Christ,
we will be victorious over every defiling sin.

“The controlling power of appetite will prove the ruin of
thousands, when, if they had conquered on this point, they would
have mora power to gainvictory over every other temptati on of
Satan.” ’

Webster defines temperance as “habitud moderation in the
indulgence of appetitesor passions.” Hedefinesappetite as“ an
inherent craving.” Itisas we seethis close relationship, and the
broad platform that appeti te covers, that we can understand the
above quotati on.

Eve was tempted upon appetite. However, the real gppetite
was, no doubt, reveded in her unspoken question. Why had
Godwithhd dthe fruit of thistreefrom them? It wasthisunspo-
ken question, revealed in her attitude and expression, that
prompted Satan to take advantage of the situation. “Yea, hath
God sad, Ye shdl not eat of every tree of the garden?” Evewas
capti vated as she heard the serpent vocali ze her own thoughts.
How many today have an appetite to know the “why” of God's
ways. “The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but
those things that are reveded belong unto usand to our children
forever .. .” Deuteronomy 29:29. When will we be content to
bdieve what God says and leave the “why” until He chooses to
reved it to us?

Eve's appetite reveded itsdlf in other ways too. The serpent
continued in apleasing voice to praise her lovdiness, which she
enjoyed.

When appetite was partidly fed, it was only astep to creat-
ing doubt in Eve's mind, for she was conditioned to believethe
voice that reved ed such “ good” judgement. She now answered
the serpent’ s subtle question, “ . .. We may et of the fruit of the
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trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shdl not eat of it, neither
shall yetouch it, lest yedie.” Genesis 3:2,3. The serpent’s reply
was quick and forceful, “ . .. Ye shal not surely die” Genesis
3:4. Thisdirect contradiction to God's statement was then rein-
forced by the implantation of adoubt, “For God doth know that
in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shal be opened, and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:5.

“He[Satan] i sconstantly seeking to excite a spirit of
irreverent curiosity, arestless, inquisitive desireto pen-
elrate the secrets of divine wisdom and power. In their
efforts to search out what God has been pleased to with-
hold, multitudes overlook the truths which he has re-
veded, and which are essentid to savation.” 8

Thedoubt had found lodgingin Eve smind. But Satan must
reinforce the doubt with feelings. Take another look at the lad-
der Satan tries to get us to climb.

He now took advantage of Eve's own argument and pl uck-
ing the fruit, the serpent put it in the hand of Eve. (Notice how
fedings destroy knowledge.) The serpent reminded Eve of her
own words, “ye shal not touch it lest ye die” Satan speaking:
“There it is in your hands and you haven't died. Eating is no
different.” Shecould detect no harm from what she had done so
she grew bolder. Her mind remembered the serpent’ s statement
that the fruit would make one wise so she ate. Now come the
fedings. (Pleasekeep in mind that the fedings are Satan’s spe-
cid avenue through which he works.) Eve fet no evidence of
God's displeasure; she experienced an exhilaration which ran
through her whole body. She even imagined that this was the
way heavenly beings felt.

Have you ever felt the exhilaration of an indulged moment
of sin? Satan has lost none of his power.

Eve, under the spdl of fedings, became the instrument
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through which Adam fell. Through fedings Satan is still de-
stroying or modi fying theknowledge of God asreveaed to man.
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do dl
to the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31.

Temperance would naturdly follow knowledge in our lives
if we would be willing to face the appetite problem. Of our-
selves, we are helpless, but we have One by our side who is
mighty to save. If we face our helplessness, and by an act of the
will choose to gpply the above Scripture, even if we havefailed
ever somany times, God wil | bring our appetites under His con-
trol. Victory will then be ours. We will have dedt with “first
things first.”

Notes:

1 Temperance, p. 201.

2 Temperance, p. 138. (Itaics supplied.)
3 Temperance, p. 137.
4

Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 46. See ad so Counsels on Diet
and Foods, p. 55 and Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 327.

Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 487.

The Ministry of Healing, p. 127.
Temperance, p. 16.

Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 54, 55.
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12.
PATIENCE — GOD’S PERFECT WORK

At this point in the climbing process—sanctification—it is
essentid to remember that thisis atota work of faith. Itisonly
as we do our part—recognizing the obstructions and hindering
factors, then red izing that we cannot remove them ourselves—
that weexercise the power of thewil | and chooseto be free from
these encumbrances. Only then can God do Hisworkin us. He
will never force the will but waits for us to useit to permit Him
to remove these. We have just discovered that if this work is
doneat dl Hewill haveto doit. Remember, we have “not the
wisdom or the strength to overcome” evil 1 This must be kept
clearly in mind as we face each step.

Peter says, “Add . .. to temperance patience .. . . 7 2 Peter
1:16. “The most precious fruit of sanctification i s the grace of
meekness.”2 A quick look in Webster's Col legi ate Dicti onary
will convince anyone of the close relati onship of patience and
meekness.

Without doubt, God was ableto deve op thistrai t of His char-
acter in Moses more perfectly than in any other human being.
However, eveninhimonefailure, even though hewasforgiven,
prevented God from being able to fulfill His plans for Moses’
life here on this earth. We see here a perfect blend of God's
justice and mercy. “Genuine sanctification . . . is nothing less
than asdaily dying to sdf and daily conformity to the will of
God.”
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This principle of sanctification strikes right at the very root

of the problem of this step of patience, for thegreatest hindering

factor is pride. We have heard of impetuous Peter—the man
who aways spoke and acted before he thought.

“Theevil that led to Peter’s fal and that shut out the
Phariseefrom communionwith Godis providing the ruin
of thousandstoday. Thereisnothing so offensiveto God
or so dangerous to the human soul as pride and self-suf-
ficiency. Of all sinsit isthe most hopeless, and the most
incurable” 4

Pride and sdf-sufficiency work on the human mind exactly
opposite to humility and sdf-surrender. This is why when we
try to control oursel vesandfail, wetry harder the next time. All
human effort expended to be pati ent will never produce the fruit
of patience. A strong enough motivation may produce an ap-
pearance of patience—sa esmen often do this. Customers may
be compl etely fooled, for the public imageis often quite differ-
ent fromwhat oneis a home.

Our problem seems to be that pride takes the way of expedi-
ency. It can appear to be humble, teachable, calm, even patient.

“Some of us have a nervous temperament, and are
naturaly as quick as a flash to think and act; but let no
one think that he cannot learn to become patient. Pa
tienceis aplant that will make rapid growth if carefully
cultivated.” ®

Cultivation is a process that removes anything that hinders
the growth of the plant that is desired. The removal processis
not the problem with most of us It is thefallure to be willing to
admit what needs to be removed from the character, and to be
willingto turnit over to the Lord for Himtoremove. If patience
is to make rapid growth, there must be a sincere self-examina-
tion and willingness to face up to the true facts. “It was on the
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point where he thought himself strong that Peter was week; and
not until he discerned his weakness could he redize his need of
dependence upon Christ.” 6

Patience can take on another cloak we should examine.

“There are many who, whenthey arereproved, think
it praiseworthy if they receve the rebuke without be-
coming impatient; but how few take reproof with grati-
tudeof heart, and bless thosewho seek to save them from
pursuing an evil course.” 7

Obviously, patience reaches into areas that we have thought
little about. It requires more than refraining from reta iation.
Patience seeks to |ook a every situation or person in the best
light possible.

Read Hebrews 11 and catch avision of the cloud of wit-
nesses fromAbel to Samue and on to an army of unnamed men
and women who, through Christ, vanqui shed Satan and his hosts
of evil angd's. Then catch the picture of yoursdf in chapter 12
asPaul says, “ .. .let uslay aside every weight . . . "—that is
every hindrance. Cultivate out every weed and break up the
hard ground. He then spesaks of “ . . . the sin which doth so
essily beset us . . .” Hebrews12:1. Here we have the old habits
that are still with us from the old nature that Satan uses so often.

“ Selfishness and pride will make astand agai nst any-
thing that would show them to be sinful. We cannot, of
ourselves, conquer the evil desires and habits that strive
for the mastery. We cannot overcome the mighty foe
who holds us in his thral. God done can give us the
victory .. . But He cannot work in us without our con-
sent and co-operation.” 8

Having donedl this, then wecan “ . . . run with pati ence the
race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith . ..” Hebrews 12:1,2.
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James was oneof the sons of thunder. With John, his brother,

he would have cdled fire down from heaven to destroy those

who did not readily accept Jesusand the discipl esintotheir city.

Jesus, however, was ableto change dl this so that James knew

of the perfect work of patience and | eft us this counsd, “ . . . let

patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and en-
tire, wanting nothing.” James 1:4.
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TheActs of theApostles, p. 532.

My Life Today, p. 253.

My Life Today, p. 248.

Christ's Object Lessons, p. 154.

My Life Today, p. 97.

The Desire of Ages, p. 382.

Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 667.

Thoughts from the M ount of Blessing, p. 142.

00O N O O WDN P




His Robe Or Mine/ 92

13.
NO STOPPING PLACE

The lesson that “true greatness consists in true goodness”
has aways been difficult to lean.l Even the proud monarch
Nebuchadnezzar hadtolearnthehard way. It isso natura , when
striving to do right, to feel that we have achieved a degree of
godliness through doi ng good things.

“The reason many in this age of theworld make no
greater advancement in the divine life is because they
interpret thewill of God to be just what they will to do.
Whilefoll owing their own desires, they flatter themselves
that they are conforming to God’'s will. These have no
conflict with sdlf. There are others who for atime are
successful in the struggle agai nst their sefish desirefor
pleasureand ease. They are sincereand earnest, but grow
weary of protracted effort, of daily death, of ceasdess
turmoil. Indolence seems inviting, deeth to self repul-
sive; andthey closether drowsy eyes, andfdl under the
power of temptati on instead of resisting it.” 2

There are two classes pictured in the foregoing paragraph.
Thefirst we could classify as permissive believers. These have
no, or a the most little, conflict with sef. To these it seems
essier to delete sanctification from God’s gift of righteousness
by faith than to fol low the Master’s invitation, “ . . . If any man
will come after me, let him deny himse f, and take up his cross,
and follow me.” Mathew 16:24.
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The other class are stony ground beli evers who grow weary
because their root is not wholly securein Christ. They have not
learned the joy of renouncing sdlf and of letting Christ carry the
load. They have never discovered that His yokeiseasy and His
burdenislight.

Sanctification, as aprocess, reaches deeper and deeper into
our livesand requirestota surrender at each step. This, of course,
is not easy for the proud heart to find joy in doing.3

“John and Judas arerepresentati ves of thosewho pro-
fesstobe Christ'sfollowers. . .. Each possessed serious
defects of character; and each had access to the divine
grace that transforms character . . . One, daily dying to
sdf and overcoming sin, was sanctified through thetruth;
the other, resisting the transforming power of grace and
indulging selfish desires, was brought into bondage to
Satan.” 4

Sincelifeis acontinuous round of making decisions, it fol-
lows logicd ly that this is the area where this daily dying to sdf
must start. Like Jesus, our true Pattern, our automati c response
inevery decision must be “not my wil | but Thine be done.” This
must be more than a verbalizati on of the thought. It requires a
willingness—as God directs—to change, drop, or carry out any
plan or desire, no matter how cherished it might be. It requires
an acquaintance with, and asensitivity to, God'swil | asreved ed
in Inspiration; we must aso be tuned to the still small voice of
conscience and careful ly evaluate His providentia Ieading.5

By following this process the grace of God will “attract the
mind upward and habituate it to meditate upon pure and holy
things.” 6 God-like-nessisnot doi ngwhat Christdid, but living
theway He lived. We need to understand clearly Paul’ s counsel
for holy living as described in Colossians 3:3,4. “For ye are
dead, and your lifeis hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who
is our life, shal appear, then shal ye dso appear with him in
glory.” What glory is Paul concerned about? “To whom God
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would make known what is theriches of the glory of this mys-
tery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory.” Colossians 1:27.

What a privilege that we can be used of God to reved His
own character to an unbel ieving world. “Jesusrevealed noquali-
ties, and exercised no powers, that men may not have through
faith in Him. Hisperfect humanity is that which al His follow-
ersmay possess, if they will bein subjectionto God as Hewas.”’

Thisis true godliness, not trying to be good or doing good
things but daly dying to sef—truly trusting God. “My son,
give methine heart, and | et thine eyes observe my ways.” Prov-
erbs 23:26. We would be amazed a what God would do in our
livesif wewould stop trying and start dying—being in subjec-
tion to God as Jesus was.

There is, however, ared hindering factor we must face as
weattempt to take this step—compromise. Thisisone of Satan’s
most effecti ve weapons to keep the Christian from making the
spirituad progress God desires him to make. Jesus' life showed
no compromise a any time. Hewaswholly dedicated to do His
Father’swill. Hiswords, “I ddighttodothy will, O my God. ..”
Psams 40:8 reflect the only attitude that is God-like, or accept-
able, inGod'ssight. Red uctant obedienceisnot obedienceat al.

“When the requirements of God are accounted abur-
den because they cut across human inclination, we may
know that the life is not a Christian life. True obedience
is the outworking of a principlewithin. It springs from
the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God.
The essence of dl righteousness is loyaty to our Re-
deemer.” 8

Thedisciples of old, thereformers, and God's peoplein al
ages have met Satan’ stemptationto compromisethei r loyalty to
God. It is often in what we consider our strength that Satan
finds our weakness. Let uslook again a another side of Peter’s
experience.
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“It was on the poi nt wherehe thought hi mself strong
that Peter was wesk; and not until he discerned his weak-
nesscould he redizehis need of dependence upon Christ.
Had he learned the lesson that Jesus sought to teach him
in that experience on the sea, he would not have faled
when the great test cameto him.” 9

Now we can better understand Christ’s words to Paul in 2
Corinthians 12:9, “ . .. My grace is sufficient for thee; for My
strength is made perfect in weakness . . .” Then, as Paul gives
answer in the next verse, “. . . for when | am wesk, then am |
strong.” We can seethe only way to godliness isby daily dying
to self. No, there is no stopping place here. Thisround of the
ladder only opens our eyes to the great vistas ahead as Christ’s
indwelling becomes the practi cal key to God-like-ness.

Z

otes:
Prophets and Kings, p. 521.
TheActs of theApostles, p. 565.
Christ Our Righteousness, pp. 33, 34.
TheActs of theApostles, pp. 558, 559.
M essages to Young People, p. 156.
Testimonies, vol. 2, pp. 478, 479.
The Desire of Ages, p. 664.
Christ's Object Lessons, p. 97.
The Desire of Ages, p. 382. (Itdics supplied.)
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14.
WHAT, NOMORE COMPETITION?

Did it ever seem strangeto you that in God's plan we must
recognize that only through godliness can weredly have broth-
erly kindness? If we accept this Biblica principle, we arethen
face to face with a problem. Who is my brother? Jesusanswers
this in Luke 8:21, “ . .. My mother and my brethren are these
which hear the word of God, and do it.” It is quite evident here
that Jesusisnot limiting “brethren” to thosewho perfectly obeyed
the Word, but those who were desiring to obey. Matthew 12:49
tell s us that as He spoke these words He was pointing to His
disciples whowere along way from doing dl that the Word had
spoken. Competition was aconti nuous problemin each of them.

The spirit that promotes competiti ve thinking is the spirit of
judging. The spirit of competition and of judging, from whichit
springs, areboth of Satan and can only serve his purposes. Then,
how can wetruly be free from these hindering factors? Again,
Jesus gives usthe answer. His life was a perfect demonstration
of how we are to livein rel ation to our brothers and sisters. In
chapter three we referred to the quotation found in Thoughts
from the Mount of Blessing, p. 71. Wewill quote it here again
for it contains the answer to how Jesus’ lifewasfilled with broth-
erly kindness, even to those who treated Him with contempt. 1

“The Father’s presence encircled Christ, and noth-
ing befell Him but that which infinite love permitted for
the blessing of theworld. HerewasHis source of com-
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fort, and it is for us. He who isimbued with the Spirit of
Christ abides in Christ. The blow that is amed a him
falsuponthe Saviour, who surrounds himwith His pres-
ence. Whatever comes to him comes from Christ. He
hasnoneedto resistevil, for Christishisdefense. Noth-
ing can touch him except by our Lord’s permission, and
‘dl things' that are permitted ‘work together for good to
them that love God.” Romans 8:28.”2

By Christ accepting everything that happened in His life as
coming directly from the Father’s hand, even though it origi-
nated with Satan, He had true peace. He was able to accept the
worst abuse it was possible for any human being to experience,
both mental and physicd, yet treat with utmost kindness the
human instrument through which it came. In fact, it was this
that kept Him from seeing people as responsible for what they
did to Him. He constantly looked beyond the human and saw
Satan as the red enemy. This enabled Him to empathize with
even His persecutors and treat them with brotherly kindness.
Hepitied theminstead of Himself. He constantly tried to excuse
His followers because of ther ignorance. He knew that Satan
was blinding them.

We aretol d that His source of comfort is aso ours. Can you
see what would happen in God's family if His brethren lived by
the same policy He lived by as a human being here on earth?
Brotherly kindness can comein no other way. We can not force
ourselves to be kind and loving. It must be from inside- from
the heart. Jesus’ planistheonly way theheart cantruly respond
impartidly for the eyes are then no longer focused upon men or
their unkind acts.

Theread test isfoundin the “all things” of Romans 8:28. We
are quite ready to apply Christ's method in our lives to some
things, but does it redly mean everything? Yes, there are no
exceptions. Heis either Lord of al or not at all. God is so
careful to protect usthat He will turn every evil thrust Satan can
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hurl a usinto ablessing if we accept the“all things” as aprac-
tical working principle in our lives.

“Thetrids of life are God’'s workmen, to remove the
impurities and roughness fromour character. Their hew-
ing, squaring, and chiseling, their burni shing and polish-
ing, is apanful process; it is hard to be pressed down to
the grinding whed. But the stone is brought forth pre-
pared to fill its placein the heavenly temple. Upon no
useless materid does the Master bestow such careful,
thorough work. Only His precious stones are polished
after the similitude of apalace.”

Hereis another very practica reason to believe, accept, and
apply the Scripturesin daily living. If the “dl things” includes
both the good and the bad experiences of life, then Paul’s words
in 1 Thessdonians 5:18, “ In everything give thanks: for thisis
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you,” become very
practica to usin our daly living. Jesuslived thisway and if we
are to be successful in our Christian life, we must follow His
example. This does not mean that we must enjoy everything
that happens to us, but we must give thanks to God—yes, even
rgoice. Jesus did not enjoy the mistreatment of men acting as
demons, but He knew that the world would be bl essed thereby.
We will not enjoy the “all things” that happen to us, but we can
bethankful! We canthank Himfor seeing something in usworth
working upon. We are the materia that, when polished, will be
fit for Hispaace and every stone will have its place and be con-
tented therewith. All competition will be goneforever, for the
spirit of judging, pride and sdfishness will be eradicated with
their originator.

Notes:

1 TheDesireof Ages, p. 87.

2 Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 71.
3 Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 10.
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15.
LOVE UNLIMITED

Addto brotherly kindness charity, or divinelove. God'splan
has never changed. Hewill bring man back to the place where
the uninhibited, divinelove of Godwill flow through him. This
will surpass the experience of Adam when he came forth from
the hand of God. It was this that Jesus prayed for in His last
prayer for Hisdiscipl es before he went to Gethsemane, “ . . . that
the love wherewith thou has loved me may beinthem, and | in
them.” John 17:26. Imagine, if you can, divine love flowing
through human channel s.

The goal of sanctification is to sysdematicaly produce this
loveinman. Itisnotaccomplished by trying to beloving but by
dying to self and tothe hindering factors that inhi bit, or prevent,
God from doing His work in our lives.

All the way up this ladder the process has been the same.
Thelast step i s to taste of the greatest power in heaven or upon
earth—that of divinelove. The hindering factor i s Satan’ s coun-
terfeit of God's love—human emotion. There will be human
emotion in response to divine love but it is a response, not the
loveitsdf.

“The church is God'’s gppointed agency for the sa-
vation of men. It was organized for service, and its mis-
sionisto carry the gospel to the world . . . Thechurchis
the repository of the riches of the grace of Christ; and
through the church will eventualy bemade manifest, even
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to ‘the principalities and powers in heavenly places,
(Eph&slians 3:10) the find and full display of the love of
God.”

If this isto happen in these closing days of earth’s history,
we had better know what this loveis and how it can berevea ed
through human beings.

Divineloveis aprincipl ethat governs heaven and the entire
universe, with the exception of this earth. It is a principle of
action, aprincipleof life. Divineloveislike atwoway street: it
flows from God in both directions so that we are without ex-
cuse—first, in His being willing to take time to patiently deal
with the rebd angel Lucifer, instead of meting out justice when
it was due. This kindness was primarily to enable His created
beings to understand what divine love redly is—to give them
an opportunity to use their will (the power of choice) intdli-
gently. In the final decision about one-third of the angels of
heaven decided agai nst God.

The mental agony of God in sustaining such aloss, and the
subsequent confusion intheminds of |oyd angel sand beingson
other planets, caused Him to put i nto effect His marvel ous plan
of redemption. God's love is morefully reveded when we un-
derstand that “from the beginning God and Christ knew of the
gpostasy of Satan, and of thefall of man through the deceptive
power of the apostate.” 2 While God did not plan these emer-
gencies, Heforesaw them and then devised aplanto usethem to
implant His love forever in the hearts of His created beings.

So comprehensive is His plan of redemption that He actu-
aly built it around theincarnation. Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
became man so that the human family and al of God'’s cregtion
would have a perfect pattern to guide them forever asthisdivine
lovewould flow back to God. Thisis the second great demon-
stration of His love.

While this plan provides alegd basis for man’s savation, it
aso provides the example for every Christian to follow, which
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enables God’s love to flow through them. Jesus sad, “For |
came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the wil
of him that sentme.” John 6:38. Paul sad, “| amcrucified with
Christ: neverthdess | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and
the lifewhich | now liveintheflesh| live by thefaith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himsdf for me” Gadatians
2:20. “ ... They that are Christ’'s have crucified the flesh with
the affections and lusts.” Galatians 5:24.

There is no other plan that will enable the uninhibited love
of God to flow through human beings. In order for the human
vessd to be a clear channel, sef must be crucified. Any trace
elements of sdf, willingly left, will mar the image and prevent
the church fromgiving to the universe“thefina and ful | display
of thelove of God.”

Sanctification wil | have accomplished its work in our lives
when we can honestly say in every experience inlife, “Not my
will but Thinebe done.” Thisis, indeed, |ove unlimited.

Notes:
1 TheAds of theApostles, p. 9 (Itdics supplied.)
2 pariarchs and Prophets, p. 22.
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16.
WAS JESUS TEMPTED
JUST LIKE WE ARE?

“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched
withthefedlings of our infirmities; but wasinall pointstempted
like as we are, yet without sin.” Hebrews 4:15. This verse of
Scripture has been, and still is, the basis for agreat ded of un-
hedlthy discussion regarding the human nature of Christ. There
are some who claim Jesus had to be tempted in the identical
manner as every human being has been tempted in order to meet
the requirements of this text. This conclusion is arrived at with-
out taking into account al that God has reveded to His church
on the subject.

If Jesuswastempted to sted, li e, swear, be impurein thought
or deed, he resisted that temptation in one of two ways: (1) by
resisting the inclination to yied or (2) by realizing that He was
helpless and turning the problem over to His Father. In ether
case He would have had to have apropensity, or inclination, for
Satan to gppeal to. Yet, Jesus sad, “Hereafter | will not talk
much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath
found nothinginme.” John 14:30. This was very closeto the
end of Jesus’ life on earth. Satan had probed into every corner
of Christ’s life and could find nothing to build any temptation
upon.

“Not even by athought could Christ be brought to
yidld to the power of hissubtle temptations. Satan finds
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in human hearts some point where he can gain a foot-
hold—somesinful desireis cherished by means of which
his temptati ons assert their power.” 1

Remember, it was as a human being that Jesus met these
temptations. “ Not asingle thought or fedling responded to temp-
tation.”2 Notice, there was no response by ether thought or
fedingwhich must precedeatemptation. “Every sin, every dis-
cord, every defili ng lust that transgression had brought, wastor-
tureto His spirit.”° “Never, in any way, leave the slightest im-
pression upon human minds that ataint of, or inclination to,
corruption rested upon Christ, or that Hein any way yielded to
corruption.” 4 “As the sinless One, His nature recoiled from
evil.”®

Our text being considered says, “ .. . [He] wastemptedindll
pointslikeasweare ... ” and thisistrue. In order to find the
answer to the “how” question, let us look at another quotation
about our L ord.

“It was a difficult task for the Prince of life to carry
out the plan which He had undertaken for the salvation
of man, in clothing His divinity with humanity. He had
recel ved honor in the heavenly courts, and was familiar
with absolute power. It was as difficult for Him to keep
the level of humanity as for man to rise above the low
level of their d%oraved natures, and be partakers of the
divine nature.”

“To keep His glory veilled asthe child of afallen race, this
was the most severe discipline to which the Prince of life could
subject Himself.” 7 Thisiswhereweall haveour difficulties. It
is aproblem for us to let the divine nature of Christ be refl ected
in us.

Let us analyze what this quotation istelling us. It was ex-
tremely difficult for Christ to clothe His divinity with humanity.
Why? “Jesus reved ed no qualities, and exercised no powers,
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that men may not have through faith inHim. Hisperfect human-
ity is that which al His followersmay possess, if they will bein
subjection to God as Hewas.”8

Jesussaid, “1 can of mine own sdlf do nothing. ..” John 5:30.

Itis quite clear that when Christ “laid aside His royal robe
and kingly crown,”® Hetook upon Him the nature of man “as
God created him.” “Christ cameto the earth, taking humanity
and standi ng as man’'srepresentative, to show inthecontroversy
with Satan that man, as God created him, connected with the
Father and the Son could obey every divine requirement.” 10
“He began wher e the fir st Adam began.” 1 chrigt, as the sec-
ond A dam, must succeed where the first Adamfai led, using only
the same power the first Adam had available to him. “When
Adam was assailed by thetempter in Eden he was without the
taint of sin. . . Christ, in the wil derness of temptation, stood in
Adam’s placeto bear the test he fail ed to endure.” 12

There is no evidence in the Word of God that sinful nature
can ever be obedient to God! The message of God to man isthat
heinherently has asinful carna nature which is unredeemabl e.

“The inheritance of children is that of sin. Sin has
separated them from God. Jesus gave Hislife that He
might unite the broken links to God. As related to the
first Adam, men receive from him nothing but guilt and
the sentence of death.” 13

“Because the carnal mind is enmity (hatred) agai nst God:
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.”
Romans 8:7. (Itdics supplied.) Christ never tried to show to
anyonethat sinful nature could become sinless nature. Hismes-
sagewas dways, “ . . . Yemust be born again.” John 3:7. “ ...
Except a corn of wheat fdl into the ground and dieg, it abideth
done...” John12:24. * .. .Areyeableto drink of the cup that
| shdl drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that | am
baptized with? . . .” Matthew 20:22.
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If Christ had sinless nature how could He be tempted like |
am? What is temptation? “Temptation is resisted when man is
powerfully influenced to do a wrong action and, knowing that
he can do it, resists, by fath, with a firm hold upon divine
power.” 14 Temptation only exists when there is a “powerful
influence to do a wrong action.” “But every man is tempted
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.” James
1:14. How could Christ be tempted to do an evil thing when
“therefined sensibilities of His holy nature rendered contact with
evil unspeakably painful to Him’?1®  Christ hated sin with a
perfect hatred. His Spirit, indweling man, is the only power
that brings man to hate sin, which every born-again Christian
must learn to do.

Christ, in order to be tempted as we are, must have had a
strong desire to do awrong act, but resisted by trusting in His
Father. How could Satan find something that would fit these
criteria? Satan learned, even when Christ was a child, that it
was useless to try to tempt Him to retdiate. Even when abused,
to beirritated, angered, or to do any bad thing was unthinkabl e
to Him.

“Of the bitterness that fdls to the lot of humanity,
there was no part that Christ did not taste. There were
those who tried to cast contempt upon Him because of
Hisbirth, and even in His childhood Hehad to meet their
scornful looks and evil whisperings. If Hehad responded
by an impati ent word or look, if He had conceded to His
brothersby even onewrongact, Hewould havefailed of
being aperfect example. Thus Hewould have faled of
carrying out the plan for our redemption.” 16

Satan knows how difficul titisfor man tolivehereasaborn-
again Christian, keeping his natural sinful nature crucified. He
knowsthat it takes adaily dying to self (1 Corinthians 15:31)—
even a conti nuous crucifixion of habits from that ol d, but natu-
rd, nature. 2 Corinthians 4:10-12. Therefore, he switched his
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gpproach to Christ, tempting Him to reved His natural nature,
which He had laid aside when He cameto this earth. To reveal
His naturd divine nature would have ruined the plan of sdva
tion, for Christ must use only that which is avail able to man.

Never had there been born a sinless human being until Christ
washbornof Mary. Never hasthere been bornone since. Satan’s
experiencein dealing with sinful babies, children, youth or adul ts
was of no vaue when dealing with sinless human nature. He
tried in every way possible to force Christ to revea His natural
divine nature. Realizing that Christ’'s greatest problem while
here on earth was to be accepted as the Messiah (the anointed
One), Satan would use this natural desire and try through temp-
tati ons to get Him to take Himsdf out of HisFather’ s hands and
respond by using His own divine nature that He had laid aside.
FromHis chil dhoodto Calvary thisonegod was never given up
by Satan. His temptations become more powerful until a the
cross the chalengewas hurled a Him for hours, “If you arethe
Christ come down and wewill believe” Christ, knowing that
He could respond at any time and compel His tormentors to ac-
knowledge Him as Lord and King, refused. He trusted His
present and futurelife to His Father’ s hands.

“Thus when Christ was treated with contempt, there
came to Him a strong temptati on to manifest His divine
character. By aword, by alook, He could compd His
persecutorsto confessthat Hewas Lord abovekings and
rulers, priestsand temple. But it was Hisdifficulttaskto
k%p1t70 the position He had chosen as one with human-
ity.”

What a temptation! No human could ever be tempted like
Hewas!

How was He tempted as we are? The born-again Christian
must dieto his old natural nature, which issinful. “They that
areChrist’'s havecrucified theflesh with the affections and lusts.”
Gdatians 5:24. This is stated over and over in God’'s Word.
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Sdfishnessisdeclared to be the root of all evil. 18 In the judge-
ment al sins come under the heading of sd fishness.19 “What
is the sign of anew heart? A changed life. There is a dally,
hourly dying to sdfishness and pride.”20 It would have shown
sdfishness for Christ to act a any time on His own desires.

Let your mind probeto its greatest depths and you will find
that al sin is sdfishness! Itis for this reason that when Satan
tempts the born-again Christian to do a wrong thing, the old
nature, which he has crucified, still seemsto urgehimto do it.
How canthisbe whenthe old natureiscrucified? Hereiswhere
Satan’s method of working is reveded. Satan takes advantage
of the fact that the born-again Christian, who has a new nature
giventohim at justification, does not receive anew character in
the sameway. A character still has to be developed. Thiswas
true with Adam and it is still truewith all of the human family.
God created Adam perfect in every way, but he had to develop a
perfect character, which he failed to do. This is where Christ
succeeded and Adam failed. Christ then credits to the born-
again Christian's account His own gnless character. This is
placed to the account of the Christian who accepts this as afact
and then all ows Christ to begin the work of sanctification, which
is God changing his character so that it will refl ect the charac-
ter that is legally credited to him in justification.

What doesthishave todowith how Satantemptsus? Let us
take a look at what character redly is. “The character is re-
veded, not by occasiona good deeds and occasiona misdeeds,
but by the tendency of the habitual words and acts.” 21 Habits,
then, make up our character. So, when we live with a sinful
nature control ling us, the habits that we form reflect that sinful
nature.

Habits or character cannot be given instantaneously; that is
why “thereis no such thing as instantaneous sanctificati on.” 22
With the old habits still dive in the newborn Christian, even
though they are being worked on by Christ, we can see how
Satan sets the trgp. He knows that he has no power to bring
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back to lifethe old nature, and Christ will not bring it back, so
Satan’s only hopeis through the habits. He sets that trap, which
may be through people or circumstances, so the natural response
is a habitual response. Then he blames us for responding, and
uses our habitud response as proof that the old nature is not
dead after dl. He hopes in this way to force us into discourage-
ment and to get us to give up and turn away from Christ, think-
ing that the whole plan is not working. It is thus that we resur-
rect the old nature. Only then can Satan take control again.

Can you seethat Satan is tempting the Christian in exactly
the same way he tempted Christ? In both cases he istrying to
force the tempted ones to reved their natural natures. The dif-
ference is that our natural natureis wicked, so we do not want
to reved it. Christ'snatural nature wasdivine, soHe desired to
reved it. But both must rely on surrender to divine control—
Christ to His Father and us to Christ. Christ’'s surrender led
Him to Cdvary and apparent defeat from every human view-
point. Our surrender |eadsusto eternd lifeand peace with God.

SHfishness, theroot, isthetarget. But thereis onevast dif-
ference between Christ's temptation and ours. If we fail, “ . ..
wehavean advocatewith the Father, Jesus Christ theri ghteous.”
1 John 2:1. If Jesus had failed, all would have been lost! The
entire plan of redemption would have failed and Satan would
have triumphed.

Yes, “ ... [He] was tempted in dl points like as we are, yet
without sin.” Hebrews 4:5.
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17.
FOLLOWME

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come
after me, let him deny himsel f, and take up his cross, and follow
me.” Matthew 16:24.

“Jesus now explained to His disciples that His own
life of self-abnegation was an example of what theirs
should be. Cdling aout Him, with the disciples, the
people who had been lingering near, Hesaid, ‘ If any man
will come after Me, let him deny himsdf, and take up
his cross dally, and follow Me’ The cross was asoci-
ated with the power of Rome. It was theinstrument of
the most cruel and humili ating form of death. The low-
est criminals were required to bear the cross to the place
of execution; and often as it was about to be laid upon
their shoulders, they resisted with desperate violence,
until they were overpowered, and the i nstrument of tor-
ture was bound upon them. But Jesus bade His follow-
ers take up the cross and bear it after Him. To the dis-
ciples His words, though dimly comprehended, pointed
totheir submission tothe most bitter humiliation,—sub-
mission even unto death for thesake of Christ. Nomore
complete sdl f-surrender could the Saviour’s words have
pictured.” 1

You will notice that L uke adds another dimension with the
word“dally.” Webster defines abnegation as“surrender” or “ re-
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linquish.” When weredizethis surrender is even unto degth, it
takes on a very significant meaning, especidly when coupled
with the word “daily.” It sounds strangely familiar, for it was
Paul who sad, “I die daily.” 1 Corinthians 15:31, and again,
“Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the lifealso of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.
For we which live are dways deivered unto death for Jesus’
sake, that the life dso of Jesus might be made manifest in our
mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but lifein you.” 2
Corinthians 4:10-12.

Obviously, thereisonly oneway toreflect thei mage of Jesus
and that is not by trying but by dying. Since this is made so
clear in the Scriptures, Satan has fought this principle with al
his power. He has focused our attention on Christ’s words and
emphasized the word “deny.” However, he has made us think
that denying sdlf is the same as sdlf-denial. By the simple act of
reversing the order of the two words, the meaning is compl etely
changed i n the human mind.

To practice sdf-denia can be ared beneficid experiencein
the character buil ding process. Thismust never be equated with
denying sdf, whichistheprocess of crucifying self and keeping
sdf crucified. When Christ is enthroned in the heart, sdf is
dethroned; and when sdlf isenthroned, Christis dethroned. Every
decision we make must be made by using the same formulathat
Christ used, “Not my will but Thine.” The Saviour fol lowed
this practice so completely that Hesaid, “ . . . Thewords that |
speak unto you | speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth
in me, he doeth theworks.” John 14:10.

Itisthissecret that Paul | earned and passed onto Timothy as
the foundati on of our life with Christ here and now. Hesaid, “It
is afathful saying: For if we be dead with Him, we shall aso
livewith Him.” 2 Timothy 2:11.

Jesus not only said that we must deny self, but also take up
our cross. Itis an amazing fact that Christ uses the cross as the
agent to bind the believer to Himself.
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“The yoke and the cross are symbol s representing
the same thing,—the giving up of the will to God. Wear-
ing the yoke unites finite man in a companionship with
the dearly beloved Son of God. Lifting the cross cuts
away sef from the soul, and places man where he learns
how to bear Christ's burdens. We cannot fol low Christ
without wearing His yoke, without lifting the cross and
bearing it after Him.” 2

“We cannot retain self and yet enter the kingdom of
God. If weever attain unto holiness, it will be through
the renunciation of self and the reception of the mind of
Christ.”3

“The reason many in this age of theworld make no
gregter advancement in the divine life is because they
interpret the will of God to be just what they will to do.
Whilefoll owing their own desires, they flatter themselves
that they are conforming to God’'s will. These have no
conflicts with self. Thereare others who for atime are
successful in the struggle agai nst thei r selfish desire for
pleasureand ease. They are sincereand earnest, but grow
weary of protracted effort, of daily death, of ceaseess
turmoil. Indolence seems inviting, desth to sdf repul-
sive; andthey closetheir drowsy eyes, andfa | under the
power of temptation instead of resisting it.” 4

Christ's emphatic statement, “follow Me,” is utterly impos-
sible unless we experience that which goes before in the same
verse. Hewas not urging His discipl esand followersto dowhat
Hedid but to live as Helived.

The Father did, through Christ, that which He sent Him into
the world to do. This was made possible by Christ choosing,
every moment of Hislife, to be asthe clay in His Father’s hands.
In His spherethis surrender brought the only hope of peace to a
universe that had been throwninto confusion by the rebe lion of
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Lucifer who became Satan. In our sphere this surrender brings
the only hope of our persona savation. It is our privilege to
live alife here which Hecan useasamagnetic force to persuade
men and women of God'’s plan of salvation. This plan is, in-
deed, the only process conceivable that can prepare human be-
ingsto liveeterndly in the perfect environment of the home of
the saved.

“Implicit belief in Christ’'s word is true humility, true self-
surrender.” © “ Sdf-surrender is the substance of the teachings
of Christ.”® Iti sonly asweseethe importanceof trusting Christ
perfectly, even though dl things seem impossible, that we can
grasp the urgency of Christ's wordsto Nicodemus, “Ye must be
born again.”

We had no choice in our first birth, but the new birth de-
pends entirel y upon our exercising the free will that can only be
kept free by our choosing to die to self and letting Christ reign
within.

Matthew closes his gospd by quoting the words of Jesus,
“. .. All power [authority, exousia] is given unto me in heaven
and in earth.” Matthew 28:18. This was the Father’s response
to His Sonfor alife of total surrender while here on earth as He
lived in the human flesh that He had assumed.

Christ was offered short cut routes. In the wilderness, a the
very beginning of His public ministry, Satan tried to bargain
with Him. After showing Him dl the kingdoms of this world
and the glory of them, Satan said, “ . . . All these things will |
give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me.” M atthew
4:9. What a short cut! But by choosing to believe and trust
God, even though it was by the way of the cross, and awilling-
ness to die, He received from His Father all power in heaven
andinearth. We must keepinmind that Christ made thischoice
in human flesh with no power that is not availabl eto each of us.

“Jesus revea ed no qualities, and exercised no pow-
ers, that men may not have through faith in Him. His
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perfect humanity is that which dl His followers m
possess, if they will bein subjectionto God asHewas.”

Probably the most subtle short cut Satan offered to Jesus
was a the beginning of the wilderness experience.

“He [Satan] tried to make Christ bdieve that God
did not require Him to pass through sdf-denial and the
sufferings He anticipated; that he had been sent from
heaven to bear to Him the message that God only de-
signed to prove His willingness to endure.

“Satan told Christ that Hewasonly to set His feet in
the bloodstai ned path, but not to travel it. He dso stated
that he wasthe angel that stayed the hand of Abraham as
the knife was raised to slay Isaac, and he had now come
to save His life; that it was not necessary for Him to en-
dure the painful hunger and death from starvation; he
would help Him bear a part of the work in the plan of
savation.”8

Satan has cometo every child of Adam, since the begi nning,
with the same message, “ Christ died for you so that you do not
have to die” It sounds so good because it is a partia truth.
Christ did die to ddiver us from the wages of sin, which is eter-
nal death. However, Healso lived alife of total self-abnegation
(rlinqui shment) as an example of what ours must be. Satan
will try to bring every kind of short cut to the struggling Chris-
tian, but the only route to the kingdom of God isin following
Jesus.

Notes:
1 TheDesireof Ages p. 416-17.

2 The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, pp. 1090-91,
TheReview and Heral d,

October 23, 1900. (Italics supplied.)
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Thoughts from the M ount of Blessing, p. 143. (Itaics

supplied.)
TheActs of theApostles, p. 565.

The Desire of Ages, p. 535.

The Desire of Ages, p. 523.

The Desire of Ages, p. 644. (Itaics supplied.)

Sdlected M essages, book 1, p. 273.
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18.
ABIDE IN ME

The thirteenth chapter of John pictures for us the Passover
supper as celebrated by Jesus and His disciples the night before
the crucifixion. During this supper one of the twelve disciples
would depart, never towak againwiththem. Judaswould even
betray his Lord thinking he was promoting the kingdom of God
on earth. During the med Jesus had told them He was going
away and that they would not be ableto follow Him. Asusud,
Peter asked the questions they dl, no doubt, were thinking:
“Where are you going and why cannot | follow you?” Then
follows asincere commitment, “1 will lay down my life for thy
sake.” John 13:37. Peter and the disciples would make other
commi tments this same night.

Mark 14:30,31 reads, “ And Jesus saith unto him, [ Peter] Ver-
ily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the
cock crow twice, thou shat deny methrice. But he[Peter] spake
the more vehemently, If | should die with thee, | will not deny
theein any wise. Likewise also said they all.” (Italics supplied.)

Jesus knew that the response from these men was sincere,
but the flesh was weak. Ther own failures would be Satan’'s
most effective wegpon to discourage them. In order to counter-
act thisinevitable experience Jesus gavethem the beautiful mes-
sage of John 14.

Atthe concl usion of His messagewe find thesimple expres-
sion: "Let us go hence.” Jesus knew where Hewasgoing. The
disciples only desired to be with Him so they followed. 1t was
night and the city streets were, no doubt, filled with people for
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this was the time of the Passover cd ebration. At these seasons
the hills were dotted with tents, for there was not enough lodg-
ing in the city for the throngs that attended on these feast days.

Jesus and Hisdisci ples| eft the upper room and wentintothe
busy dreet. Heled the way toward afamiliar spot that was very
dear to Him—the Mount of Olives. Thiswas not His destina-
tion, but He took advantage of a flourishing grapevine to give
one more | esson to these men whom He loved so dearly.

The moon was shining upon this vine when Jesus sopped
and fastened Hiseyes uponit. No doubt each disciple aso looked
a the vine. Then thewords came clear and forceful, breaking
the still ness of the night, “I am the true vine, and my Father is
the husbandman.” John 15:1. | can hear Peter as he may have
turned to John and said, “Did you hear what He said? | don't
understand, everyone knows that Isradl isthevine!” John may
have responded by saying, “I don’t understand ether, but let's
listen. Hemay explainit.” Jesus went on with the lesson.

“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he [My Father]
taketh away; and every branchthat beareth fruit, he [My Father]
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” John 15:2.

Theterms “vine,” “branch,” “husbandman,” “purgeth,” etc.
wered | familiar terms, for vineyardswere commonin that area.
The discipl esunderstood that the purging was donewith a prun-
ing knife. No doubt, the message that a branch not bearing fruit
would be cut off completdy, and if it was bearing it would stil |
be cut but not so severdy, was clear to these men, even if it did
not fit into their scheme of thinking. The Jews certainly did not
need such severetreatment! They were | srad ites—children of
Abraham! For many generationsthey had beeninthe vine until,
in their minds, they werethe vineitsef.

Jesus attempted to encourage these men by saying, “Now ye
are clean through the word which | have spoken unto you.” John
15:3. These words can be best undergood in the light of other
Scriptures such as, “Letthe word of Christdwell inyourichly ...”
Colossians 3:16. “Wherefore lay gpart dl filthiness and super-
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fluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted
word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” James
1:21,22. Christ wasred ly saying, “ Ye are cl ean through believ-
ing theword which | have spoken unto you.”

The red burden on the heart of Christ is made clear in the
next verse “Abideinme,andlinyou...” John15:4. Itisclear
that the Master is looking forward to His trid and crucifixion
when even His disciples would forsake Him. He urged upon
them facts that they had not seen as yet. “ . . . As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more
can ye, except yeabidein me.” John 15:4. Itis dill true today;
we are hd pless unless we abide in Him. Even though things
seem impossible and dl is failing, the message is the same:
“Abidein me; trust me.”

This message of the vine and branches is best understood
when coupled with Romans 11. We have here an olivetree in-
stead of agrapevine. Both were symbols of Isragl and, as such,
wererevered by the Jews. The wild olive was asymbol of the
Gentiles, and the good ol ive was a symbol of Isradl.

Grafting i stheprocess by which thewil d becomestame and,
therefore, useful and good. The process of grafting teaches the
basic secret of living the Christian life. Like most things that
areworthwhile, we must do abit of digging to find thetruth.

When Romans 11:24 speaks of awild olive tree and agood
olivetree, Paul isreferringtothe kingdom of Satan and the king-
dom of God. Theonly way a branch from Satan and his king-
dom can become a branch in Christ and His kingdomis viathe
process of grafting.

The Husbandman (Christ) goes looking for a branch (us)
that desires to become apart of His kingdom. Christ says, “Ye
have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you,
that ye should go and bring forth fruit . . . ” John 15:16. Christ,
in His ungpeskabl e love, calls dl men but only afew respond to
that cal by yieding to Him.
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Before Christ can do anything toward grafting the branch

into Himsd f, He must prepare the good olive tree to receive the

wild branch. Paul says that thisis contrary to nature. But, are

not most of man’s ways contrary to Christ? “For my thoughts

are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the
Lord.” Isaiah 55:8.

Man takes a good branch and grafts it into a wild stalk or
root system and thereby produces good fruit. God takes a wild
branch and grafts it into a tame root system and produces the
very best fruit possible. Man cannot do hiswork inthe way God
does His. The whole plan of sdvation is God working in His
own way in the lives of men and man allowing Him the liberty
to do so.

If man does his grafting work the way God does His, the
only product ismorewildfruit. This, aone, shouldteach usthat
our only work is to surrender and trust the M aster-Worker. “1f
ye be willing and obedient, ye shal eat the good of the land:”
Isaiah 1:19. The willingness is ours, the obedience, He accom-
plishes in every trusting soul.

God prepared the good Olive Tree to receive the wild
branches at Cavary. But we say, “W hat about those from Adam
to Calvary?” Remember, Christis”. .. the Lambslainfromthe
foundation of theworld.” Revelation 13:8. Every wild branch
from Adam until Jesus returns must be grafted in a Cavary.

“Thelight shining from the cross reved s the love of
God. His loveis drawing usto Himsdf. If we do not
resist thisdrawing, weshall bel edto the foot of thecross
in repentance for the sins that have crucified the Sav-
iour. Then the Spirit of God through faith produces a
new lifeinthesoul. Thethoughts and desires arebrought
into obedience tothewill of Christ. The heart, themind,
arecreated anew in the imageof Himwhoworksin usto
subdue dl things to Himsel f.” 1

Now that we have been drawn to Cavary, let us see how the
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Husbandman doesHisgrafting. L ike the horticulturist, the Hus-
bandman takes the pruning knife and cuts the willing branch
completdy free fromits former source of life. Thisinitia work
is severe and must be done by the Husbandman. Our only part
isto desire and be willing for Him to do thework. We must be
careful not to complain as to how He works.

The good Olive Tree must be wounded in order to receive
the branch to be grafted in. That wound was inflicted a Cal-
vary. Now the branch must be shaped to fit into the Cavary
wound. “ . .. Everyone who confesses M e by sharing My sacri-
fice for the lost shal be confessed as a sharer in the glory and
joy of the redeemed.” 2

Paul said, “I am crucified with Christ . .. ” Gdatians 2:20
and, again, “ . .. they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh
[old nature] withtheaffectionsand lusts.” Galaians5:24. When
the branch is cut off from its former source of life, it is cut off
from its old nature. But the Husbandman does not leave it to
die. He carefully puts the branch in the wounded, good Olive
Tree. Then He covers the joint with grafting wax (His robe of
righteousness). The grafting wax is intended to keep out any
infection or disease that would hinder the growth process.

“The Father’s presence encircled Christ, and noth-
ing befell Him but that which infinite love permitted for
the blessing of theworld. Here was His source of com-
fort, and itis for us. He who isimbued with the Spirit of
Christ abides in Christ. The blow that is amed at him
falsuponthe Saviour, who surrounds himwith His pres-
ence. Whatever comes to him comes from Christ. He
hasno needto resistevil, for Christishisdefense. Noth-
ing can touch him except by our Lord’s permission, and
‘dl things' that are permitted ‘work together for good to
them that love God.” Romans 8:28.”3

The Husbandman is still not finished. He then takes strong
grafting tape and winds it around the branch and the tree stalk.
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Layer after layer is applied until the winds and storms of life
cannot loosen the branch that is grafted in. The branch must
become one with the Olive Tree (or Vine).

“The connection of thebranch with the vine, Hesaid,
represents the relation you are to sustain to Me. The
scion [branch] isengrafted into the living vine, and fi ber
by fiber, vein by vein, it grows into the vine stock. The
life of the vine becomes the life of the branch.” 4

Even then the Husbandman is not through with the branch,
for Hispurpose for the branch is fruit bearing. “ ... Thefruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentl eness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, temperance. . .” Gaatians 5:22,23. This
brings us back to thewedding garment again, therobe of Christ's
righteousness which is His character, the robe we must al wear
in order to be ready for the Lord’s return.

In order for this fruit to appear there will have to be some
pruning. This is aso the work of the Husbandman. Thereis
often an overgrowth that must becut back to develop strength in
the branch. Excessive foliage often gives the wrong impression
and hinders the fruit from proper development.

The one thing the Husbandman keeps looking for is the
deadly characteristic common to amost all branches—the ten-
dency to droop. The problem is that when the drooping branch
touches the ground, it sends out rootlets and then tries to take its
nourishment from two sources. But Christ says, “No man can
servetwo masters. .. ” Matthew 6:24.

The pruning knife must be used to cut these rootl ets so that
the branch will haveits life from only one source. With tender
care the Husbandman lifts the drooping branch and fastens it to
the Trellis where it can breathe the fresh air and bathe in the
sunshineof God'slove. Every inherited and culti vated tendency
to evil is cut away in this pruning process which is called sanc-
tification. Thisisthework of the Husbandman. Thebranchis
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to abide and let the Husbandman do His work as He knows best
for each of us.

Only by abiding can wewak in perfection, for that perfec-
tion is His, not ours. How appreciative we should be that He
alows us to be cl othed with His robe of righteousness.

Notes:

1 TheDesire of Ages, p. 176.
2 TheDesire of Ages, p. 357.
3 Thoughts from the M ount of Blessing, p. 71.
4 TheDesire of Ages, p. 675.




His Robe Or Mine/ 123

APPENDIX A
THE NATURE OF CHRIST

The human nature of Christ means everything to us and the
subject deserves more than just ordinary investigation.

“When we gpproach this subject, we would do wel
to heed the words spoken by Christto M oses at the burn-
ing bush, ‘Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
place where on thou standest isholy ground.” We should
come to thi s study with the humility of alearner, with a
contrite heart. Andthe study of the incarnation of Christ
isafruitful field, which will repay thesearcher who digs
deep for hidden truth.” 1

InHebrews 2:16 weread, “ For verily he took not onhim the
nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.” A
quick analysis of this verse might lead one to rati ondi ze that if
Christ took the seed of Abraham, He could not have been the
second Adam. However, thewhole human family hastheir roots
inAdam, not angds. Paul, whom | believe wrote both Romans
and Hebrews, gives us another reason why Christ was the sec-
ond Adam. Romans 9:6 says, “. . . they arenot dl Isradl, which
aeof Israd.” Versesevensays, “ ... Inlsaac shdl thy seed be
cdled.” Abraham’s children, or seed, wereto be of promise. In
verseeight weread, “ . . . the children of the flesh, these are not
the chil dren of God: but the children of the promise are counted
for theseed.” Christ was the Child of promise, the Son of God.
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He would, of necessity, be the seed of Abraham as He was born
not of the will of theflesh. John 1:13. Thereare only two ori-
ginsfor man, by thewill of the flesh or directly fromGod. Adam
was direct from God as was the second Adam, Jesus Christ.

“Christ did not make believe take human nature; He
did verily take it. He did in redity possess human na
ture. As the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
He dso, Himsdf, likewise took part of the same. He
was the son of Mary; He was the seed of David accord-
ing to human descent.”

Yes, Jesuswastruly ahuman being just as much aswasA dam,
whom He had created. Spiritudly, He wasthe seed of Abraham
and, fleshly, the seed of David.

In Romans 8:3 Paul even gets abit more specific, “ . . . God
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh . ..” The
inspired commentary on this verse says, “Asthe image made in
the likeness of the destroying serpents was lifted up for their
healing, so One made ‘in the likeness of sinful flesh’ was to be
their Redeemer.” 3 The people of Israel knew the brazen ser-
pent was not one of the fiery serpents, but it was made in the
likeness of them. Jesus was made in the likeness of His breth-
ren. Man was made in the likeness of God, but he was not God.

To be born of thefl esh, according to Jesuswhen Hetalked to
Nicodemus, was what made it absolutely necessary to have a
new birth. John 3:1-6. Obviously, there is something wrong
with man’s first birth. “Christ is called the second Adam. In
purity and holiness, connected with God and beloved by God,
He began where the first Adam began. Willingly He passed
over the ground where Adam fell, and redeemed Adam’s fail-
ure” 4 God must be vindi cated for credti ng man with asinless
human nature, for it was in this nature that man was overcome.
The question was: Did God make amistake in creating man, or
was man responsible for his falen condition? Never has God
attemptedto clam that fall en, sinful human nature can be victo-
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riousover Satan. If that werepossible, al manwould need would
be an exampl eto follow, not a Saviour who on Cavary’s cross
“. .. wasearning the right to become the advocate of men in the
Father’s presence.” S Jesus must redeem Adam's failure, then
raise dl men who would accept His plan of salvation by imput-
ing Hisrighteousnessto them and gi ving them a new natur ethat
God could work with, for the new nature does not hate God.
Thisis what the new birth is al about.

“While He was free from the taint of sin, the refined sensi-
bilities of His holy nature rendered contact with evil unspeak-
ably painful to Him.”® If Christ's nature were holy, obviously,
it could not have been sinful. This could be spesking only of
His human nature for its sensibilities wererefined. In order for
Christto begi nwhere Adam began He would, of necessity, have
to havethe same human natureas Adam had when He began his
life here on earth. “ Christ came to earth, taking humanity and
standing as man’ srepresentati ve, to show in the controversy with
Satan that man, as God created him, connected with the Father
and the Son could obey every divine requirement.” 7 Hehad to
be tested in the “as God created him” nature that Adam was
created in. The first Adam failed the testing, but the second
Adam succeeded and “ His holy nature” was refined.

The refining and testing process was apart of the character
building that He must accomplish on man’s behaf. His desth
then earned Him the right to impute this character to those who
would believe and accept Him as Lord and Saviour.

If Jesus had a sinful nature by inheritance, how could He
develop a perfect character? Paul makesit very clear that “ . . .
the carnal mind isenmity against God: for it isnot subjecttothe
law of God, neither indeed can be” Romans 8:7. “Thebrainis
the capitd of the body.”8 We must now discover if the brain,
or mind, is aso the nature of man. There is much misunder-
standing inthisarea. A clear, penetrating statement from inspi-
ration should help us.
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“Purereligionhastodo withthewill. Thewill isthe
governing power in the nature of man, bringing dl the
other facultiesunder itssway. Thewill isnot the taste or
theinclinati on, but itisthe deci ding power, which works
in the children of men unto obedience to God or unto
disobedience.” ©

There can be no doubt that decisions are madein the brain
whichisthe capital of the body. We havel earned that the will is
the governing power, or deciding power, that works in man to
obedience or disobedience. We have dso |earned that this will
is the governing power in the nature of man. |f we accept the
governing power, or deciding power, to bethe same asthebrain,
or mind, which is the capital of the body, we have our answer.
The brain is dso the residence of the nature of man. Sincethe
heart and mind are the same, it follows that when we receive a
new heart, werece ve anew mind, nature and wil l.

Asto the carnd mind Paul says, “For to be carnaly minded
isdeath; but to be spiritually mindedislife and peace.” Romans
8:6. Couldthisbe thereason that David cried outin Psam51:10,
“Cregte in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit
within me,” and Paul adso counseled the Philippians, “Let this
mind be in you, which was dso in Christ Jesus.” Philippians
2:5.

Yes, Jesus did have an advantage over sinful man, but not
over the born-again Christian.

“Through the victory of Christ the same advantages
that He had are provided for man; for he may be a par-
taker of a power out of and above himsdf, even a par-
taker of the divine nature, by which he may overcome
the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 10

The nature determines the character that will be deve oped.
A sinful or carna nature producesasinful or carnal character. It
can produce nothing else. “The idea that itis necessary only to
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develop the good that existsin man by nature, is afata decep-
tion.”

Now we can readily see why the new birth is essentid in the
experience of every man. However, Jesus needed no new birth
for Hewas “that holy thing” or the Son of God from the begin-
ning. Luke 1:35. We become sonsor daughters of God through
the new birth. We had nothing to do with our first birth, but we
have everything to do with our second birth. “That which is
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.” John 3:6

Character acceptabl eto God can only be developedin sinless
nature. Jesus, the second Adam, was born with this sinless na-
ture. We must be born into this sinless nature.

If the carnal mind, or nature, is“. . . not subject to the law of
God. . .” Romans 8:7, and the law of Godis atranscript of His
character, we have areal problem if weinsist that Christ i nher-
ited a sinful nature.

When Chri st took upon Himsdf the sins of the world it did
not make Him asinner, for He did this vicariously. Hetook our
sinful nature the same way. All the weakness and hereditary
effects, physica and mental, He took so that while “ sinless and
exated by nature, He consented to take the habiliments of hu-
manity, to become one with the fa len race.” 12 Habiliments,
Webster defines as“characteristic gpparatus.” Wecould say iden-
tifiable characteristics.

Why is this important for us to understand? God'’s plan of
salvati on requires man to have a perfect character, and he does
not have this to offer.

“It was possible for Adam, beforethefal, to form a
righteous character by obedience to God's law. But he
faled to do this, and because of his sin our natures are
falen and we cannot make ourselves righteous. Since
we are sinful, unholy, we cannot perfectly obey the holy
law. Wehaveno ri ghteousness of our ownwithwhich to
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meet the claims of thelaw of God. But Christ has made
away of escagpeforus.. .Helived asinlesslife. Hedied
for us, and now He offersto takeour sinsand giveusHis
righteousness . . . Christ’'s character stands in place of
your character, and you are accepted before God just as
if you had not sinned.” 13

This is the work of justification which is a free gift to al
who will accept God’s plan.

None of this would have been possibleif Christ had inher-
ited asinful nature. But, thank God, it did happen and thus we
know that “with an antagonism to evil such as can exist only in
a nature spotlessly pure, Christ manifested toward the sinner a
love which infinite goodness done could conceive.” 14

“The humanity of Christ reached to the very depths
of human wretchedness, and identified itsdf with the
weaknesses and necessiti es of fallen man, while His di-
vine nature grasped the Eternal. His work in bearing
the guilt of man’s transgression was not to give him li-
cense to continueto violate the law of God, which made
man a debtor to the law, which debt Christ was Himself
paying by His own suffering. The trias and sufferings
of Christ were to impress man with asense of his great
sin in bresking the law of God, and to bring him to re-
pentance and obedi ence to that | aw, and through obedi-
ence to acceptance with God. His righteousness He
would impute to man, and thus raise himin moral va ue
with God, sothat hiseffortsto keep thedivinelaw would
be acceptable. Christ’'s work was to reconcile man to
God through His human nature, and God to man through
His divine nature.”1®

Notice: It was through Christ's humanity that man was to be
reconciled to God. Romans 8:7 tellsus, “ . . . thecarna mind
[nature] is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of
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God, neither indeed can be.” Reconciliation through sinful hu-
man nature is obviously impossible. The problem is that man
has dwaystried to solvehi s sin problem by bringing Christ down
to man’s own sinful nature, rather than alowing Christ to bring
man up from his fallen, sinful nature through His imputed righ-
teousness to stand before God with a new nature that God can
work with. The new naturedoes not hate God. However, man's
new nature must a so berefined, and this is the work sanctifica
tion accomplishes.

We can scarcely believe what the sinful nature has done to
man.

“Theresult of eating of the tree of knowledgeof good
and evil is manifest in every man’s experience. Thereis
in his nature a bent to evil, aforce which, unaided, he
cannot resist. Towithstandthisforce, to attainthat ideal
which in his inmost soul he accepts as alone worthy, he
can find no help but in one power. That power is
Christ.” 16

“The inheritance of children is that of sin. Sn has
separated them from God. Jesus gave His life that He
might unite the broken links to God. As related to the
first Adam, men receive from him nothing but guilt and
the sentence of death.” 17

In order for Christ to unite the broken links (which includes
the whole human family), He must have an entirely different
nature than we are born with.

“Man could not atonefor man. Hissinful, fall en con-
dition would constitute him an imperfect offering, an
atoning sacrifice of less vaue than Adam before his fall .
God made man perfect and upright, and after his trans-
gression there could be no sacrifice acceptable to God
for him, unless the offering made should in value be su-
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perior to man as he was in his state of perfection and
innocency.” 18

The sinful, fallen condition is sinful, fallen nature. This is
that which is passed on from generation to generation. It isthis
inherited condition that would have constituted Jesus an imper-
fect offering, had He inherited sinful nature.

Every offering se ected must be without bl emish of any kind.
“In the days of ancient Israd the sacrifices brought to the high
priest werecut open to the backbone to seeif they were sound at
heart” 19 Jesus Christmust be purewithout spot or blemish. 1
Peter 1:19. Webster defines ablemish as “an imperfection that
mars or damages immaculateness.” It is, then, quite clear how
sinful, fallen condition, if inherited by Jesus, would have consti-
tuted Him animperfect offering. Hence, theoffering would have
to be rejected by the Father. However, He was accepted, the
atonement was per fect—without spot or blemish.

“The incarnation of Christ has ever been, and will
ever remain amystery. That which isreveded, is for us
andfor our children, but let every human being bewarned
fromtheground of making Christ altogether human, such
a oneas oursdves; for it cannot be.”20

We must learn that sinful nature cannot be control led, modi-
fied or improved in any way. Both the Old Testament and the
New Testament teach this.

Isaiah 64:6 “But weareall as an unclean thing, and al our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags .. . . “

Job 14:4 “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
not one.”

Psalms51:10“ Createin me a clean heart, O God; and renew
aright spirit within me.”

Ezekid 36:26-7" A new heart d sowill | give you, and anew
spirit will | put within you: and | will take away the stony heart
out of your flesh, and | will give you aheart of flesh.”
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John 12:24 “Vexily, verily, | say unto you, Except acorn of

whest fd | into the ground and die, it abi deth done: but if it die,
it bringeth forth much fruit.”

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Thereforeif any man bein Christ, heis
anew creature: old things are passed away; behold, al things
are become new.”

Gdatians5:24“Andthey that are Christ’'shavecrucified the
flesh with the affections and | usts.”

“TheChristian’ slifeisnotamodification or improve-
ment of the old, but a transfor mation of nature. Thereis
a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether. This
change can be brought about only by the effectua work-
ing of the Holy Spirit.” 21

If we picture Christ with a sinful nature He would have had
to undergo this same transformation. But the devil could find
not even an incli nation (propensity) upon which to build histemp-
tations when tempting Christ. This would not have been the
caseif Christ had inherited sinful nature.

“When Christ bowed His head and died, Hebore the
pillars of Satan’s kingdom with Him to the earth. He
vanquished Satanin the samenature over which in Eden
Satan obtained the victory. The enemy was overcome
by Christ in His human nature.” 22

In His human nature Christ overcame Satan. This, sinful
human nature cannot do. It (the sinful nature) must die and be
replaced, and man must be a partaker of Christ’s divine nature
before he can live avictorious life.

“Becareful, exceedingly careful asto how you dwdl |
upon the human nature of Christ. Do not set Him before
the people as aman with the propensiti es [inclinations]
of sin. Heis the second Adam. The first Adam was
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created a pure, sinless being, without a taint of sin upon
him; hewas in the image of God. He could fall, and he
didfdl through transgression. Becauseof sin his poster-
ity was born with inherent propensiti es of disobedience.
But Jesus Christ was the only begotten [unique] Son of
God. He took upon Himsef human nature, and was
tempted in dl points as human nature is tempted. He
could have sinned; He could havefa len, but not for one
moment was therein Him an evil propensity.” 23

Christ is the only child ever born with sinless human nature.
Inthissense Heistruly unique. Notice: Man inherited hissinful
nature. Christ took upon Him human nature. “God desires to
hed us, to set usfree. But, Sncethis requires an entire transfor-
mati on, a renewi ng of our whole nature, wemust yi eld ourselves
wholly to Him.”24  Snce this is His requirement, we can un-
derstand why, “ As Jesus was in human nature, so God means
His followers to be” 2> Does God mean for His follower to be
hampered with fallen, sinful nature? What, then, was Christ's
relation to our sinful human nature?

“Hetook upon His sinless nature our sinful nature, that He
might know how to succor those that are tempted.” 26

There is a difference between that which Christ took upon
Himsdf, through inheritance, and what He voluntarily took in
order to win man back to God. He humbled Himsdlf until there
was no lower place to which He could descend. He became
experiential ly acquai nted with the weakest of the weak. All our
infirmities, handicaps of whatever nature, Hewaswilling to bear.
But, we must remember Christ dways retained His perfect ha-
tred for sin. If Christ had inherited a sinful nature there would
have been an unbearable dichotomy between His two natures
rather than perfect peace. Isthat what God desires His children
to have?

“Christ could have done nothing during His earthly
ministry in saving fallen man if the divine had not been
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blended with the human. The limited capacity of man
cannot define this wonderful mystery—the blending of
the two natures, the divine and the human. It can never
be explained. Man must wonder and be silent. And yet
man is privileged to be a partaker of the divine nature,
and in this way he can to some degree enter into the
mystery.” 27

Through the new birth man is freed from his old nature by
death and receives anew nature by birth. Itisonly inthis new
nature that we can be a partaker of the divine nature. Fromthe
cradle to the grave there was adways that perfect harmony be-
tween Christ’s two natures.

Anythi ng that man has used as an excuse for sin, Jesus was
willing to bear—abuse, loneliness, pover ty, being misunder stood,
family rgection, physical abuse and pain, mental torture, ap-
parent failurein life's goals, betrayal, wor ked against by those
closest to Him, even apparently forsaken by God Himsdlf. Isit
any wonder that we have this counse from God, “We should
have no misgivings in regard to the perfect sinlessness of the
human nature of Christ.”28

“The exact time when humanity blended with divinity, it is
not necessary for usto know.” 29 ay | suggest something that
might throw abit of light on the subject?

“Satan with dl his synagogue—for Satan claims to
bereli gious—determi ned that Christ should not carry out
the counsels of heaven. After Christ was baptized, He
bowed on the banks of the Jordan; and never before had
heaven listened to such a prayer as came from His di-
vinelips. Christtookour natureupon Himsef. Theglory
of God, in theform of a dove of burnished gold, rested
upon Him, and from the infinite glory was heard these
words, ‘This is My bdoved Son, in whom | am well
pleased.’” 30
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Itis nowonder that heaven had never heard such aprayer as
came from His divine lips. If Christ a this time took the last
step in humbling Himself, just imagine what that prayer must
have been—an ear nest plea to the Father to now let the guilt of
every sin man has committed be charged against Him. Angels
and al heavenly beings must have been shocked beyond their
capecity to understand why unworthy, ungrateful, sinful man
should beoffered savati on by Christ actually taking man’sguilt.
It must have been almost i mpossible for them to comprehend.

Adam became a sinner when he choseto believe Satan in-
stead of God. His nature was changed from asinless to a sinful
nature. Christchoseto take upon Himselfthe guilt of the world
whichincluded man’s sinful nature. The cleansing process must
reach beyond the deeds of man even to the source—the nature or
mind of man. It isthus that Christ can give usanew mind, heart
or nature. This process accomplishes man’s complete restora-
tion and at the same ti me does not contaminate the Restorer, for
the guilt wasnot His own but our s—hence vi carious and by His
own choice. Oh, thewonder of God's plan of redemption.

When Christ entered the wilderness of temptation He bore
the heavy burden of guilt for the sins of the world. Thiswas a
burden too greet for any being less than God. Christ was fully
divine and fully human, amystery we cannot fathom.

If Christ had a sinful human nature as an inherited part of
Him, He coul d not have been the express image of His Father.
Webster defines sinful as “full of sin.” He, Himsdf, said, “ . . .
He that hath seen me hath seen the Father .. . ” John 14:9.
(Italics supplied.)

Inherited sinful human nature can, to a limited degree, be
held in control. But, is this freedom that Christ offers the be-
liever? How can we be delivered both from the power and the
penalty of sin? “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall befreeindeed.” John 8:36. (Italics supplied.)

If Christ’s perfect life of obedience was achieved through
perfect control of Hissinful nature, then Hisexample for usisto
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control our natural sinful natures. The Bible, however, declares
that nature to be incorrigibl e and that it must die, and we must
be born again. God's desireis expressed in this quotation: “He
would have us comprehend something of His lovein giving His
Son to die that He might counteract evil, remove the defiling
stains of sin from the workmanship of God, and reinstate the
lost, elevating and ennobling thesoul to its original purity through
Christ's imputed righteousness.”31 This imputing of His righ-
teousness is thework Heis doing now for al who truly believe.
Heis preparing men and women, through justificati on, by will-
ingly taking the responsibility for thesins recorded agai nst them
and changing their record to read “just as if wehad never sinned.”

It woul d have accomplished nothing for Christ to have ac-
cepted sinful nature and even lived without sinning outwardly.
The law of God convicts of sin, not only in theact, but in the
thought.

“The law of God, as presented in the Scriptures, is
broad in its requirements. Every principleis holy, just,
and good. Thelaw lays men under obligation to God; it
reaches to the thoughts and fedlings; and it will produce
conviction of sin in every onewho is sensible of having
transgressed its requirements. If the law extended to the
outward conduct only, men would not be guilty in their
wrong thoughts, desires, and designs. But the law re-
quires that the soul itself be pure and the mind holy, that
the thoughts and fed ings may be in accordance with the
standard of love and righteousness.” 32

The sinful nature constitutes the disease of sin, the sins are
but the symptoms of thedisease. “ ... Thewhole head is sick,
and the whole heart faint.” Isaiah 1:5. If Christ had lived a
perfect life while possessing inherited sinful nature, He would
still be infected with the disease and He would have had to have
a Saviour for Himsdf.
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If His nature waswhat kept Him from having sinful desires,
it could not have been sinful nature. If He had sinful desires but
resisted them, it would have contaminated Him, for inthethought
is the seed of sin.

How can we ded with Hebrews 4:15? “For we have not an
high priest which cannot be touched with the feding of our in-
firmities; but was in dl points tempted like as we are, yet with-
out sin.”

In order to think our way through this problem it is neces-
sary for us to st aside our preconcei ved ideas and try to see sin
as God ses it. Sdfishness, or sdf-idol atry, is the foundation of
all sin. (See Testimony Treasures, vol. 1, p. 518 and The Great
Controversy, p. 294.) At this altar every human being has wor-
shiped. Heeither wor shipshimsdf or hates himself. Jesussaid,
“Hethat loveth his life shal loseit; and he that hateth his lifein
thisworld shal keep it unto life eternal.” John 12:25. Thisis
the same message Jesus gave to Nicodemus in John 3:6, “That
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the
Spiritis spirit.” How was Christ tempted as we are, yet without
sin? If sdfishnessistheroot of all sin, then different sinsare but
variations of the plant from which they grow. It would be true
that the more carefully self was camouflaged within the tempta-
tion, the stronger would be the temptati on.

Now weknow that “. . . God cannot betempted withevil .. .”
James 1:13. Christ, while on earth was wholly God and wholly
man. BecauseChrist’s human naturewas sinless, aswas Adam’s
naturewhen hewas created, and Christ'sdivinenaturewas God's
nature, there was complete har mony between His two natures—
His human and divine.

“Christ ever retained the utmost hatred for sin . . .”33 He
hated sin with aperfect hatred.

“In the unregenerate heart there is alove of sin and adispo-

sition to cherish and excuseit. In the renewed heart there is
hatred of sin and a determi ned resistance against it.” 34
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“Through an appreciation of thecharacter of Christ, through
communi on with God, sin will become hateful to us.” 35

“He [God] proposes to remove from man the offen-
sivething that He hates, but man must co-operate with
God inthework. Sin must be given up, hated, and the
righteousness of Christ must be accepted by faith. Thus
will the divi ne co-operate with the human.” 36

How can God devel opin man hatred for sinwhen manhas a
nature that hates God instead of sin? Romans 8:7. It is only
accomplished by Paul’s counsd in the same letter in chapter
12:2, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans-
for med by the renewi ng of your mind, that ye may provewhat is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” (Itaics
supplied.) Thenwewill “ . . . abhor that which is evil; cleaveto
that which is good.” Romans 12:9.

We should be able to establish the fact that Satan could not
tempt Christ to do something He hated. This hatred for sin was
awaysnatural with Christ. It isnot naturd with the human fam-
ily. Wearemilesagpart; how canwebetemptedinthesame way?

We must remember that it was on this point that the most
powerful being who was ever created fell. Sedfishness mani-
fested itsdlf in pride, jedousy, deceitful ness and open rebellion.
Our first parents were victims of the same temptation. Evewas
tempted to question why God withheld the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. Thisbecamevery strong when she
thought the serpent had gai ned hi s capacity to speak by eati ng of
this fruit. “Why should | not have such wonderful fruit?” This
is sefishness of the most common kind. Adam determined to
shareher fate, thinking hisact wasone of truelove. Hedared to
hope that things could come out somehow, as long as he got
what he wanted. This was pure selfishness! Remember, dl of
this activity was entered into while the individua s possessed
sinless natures. It was the same with every fallen angel. This
must be the method Satan used on Christ, as well as on man.



His Robe Or Mine/ 138

How could he get Christ to revea sdfishness that would not
look like selfishness? The answer lies in the foll owing inspired
guotations:

“It was a difficult task for the Prince of life to carry
out the plan which He had undertaken for the salvation
of man, in clothing His divinity with humanity. He had
recel ved honor in the heavenly courts and was familiar
with absolute power. 1t was as difficult for Him to keep
the level of humanity as for men to rise above the low
level of their depraved natures, and be partakers of the
divine nature.” 37

“To keep His glory velled as a child of thefallen race, this
was the most severe di scipline to which the Prince of life could
subject Himsdf.” 38

The divine nature He had set aside was sinless, perfect and
familiar with absolute power. It was extremdy difficult for
Christ, while on earth, to keep His natural divine nature from
showing through His new human sinless nature. This nature
had been weakened by four thousand yearsof sin. When weare
born again and Christ gives us a new sinless nature, it is ex-
tremely difficult for us to keep our crucified and buried natural
nature which was sinful, vile and filled with pridefrom showing
through our born-again new nature.

Satan’s continuous temptati ons hurled at Christ throughout
His human life wereto tempt Him to reveal that divine nature.
“If you are the Christ, proveit.” Thesewere the words spoken
by humans, as well as by Satan, to Jesus. Never was Christ free
from this temptation. His own family and closest discipl es of-
ten urged Him dong this line.

Rulers, priestsand leaderswere used by Satanto try toforce
Him to take Himsdlf out of His Father’s hands and use His own
power. Jesus must, though familiar with absolute power, re-
main true to His chosen position, “I can of mine own sdf do
nothing . . . ” John 5:30. (Itaics supplied.)
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Satanis constantly tempting every born-again Christian, even
though he has a new nature that is compati blewith God, to re-
ved the old nature that he has crucified. He tempts us through
the products of the old nature that controlled us for so long be-
forewe wereborn again. Theseproductsareour bad habitsand
hereditary tendencies. He knows them well, for he was the one
who developed them in us. He fans the old nature into flame
through circumstances and situations of his own making. He
knowsthat hecannot resurrect our old crucified nature, and Christ
would never resurrectit. Wearetheonly ones who can betempted
to do this. Itisthrough the old habits that we have not yet sur-
rendered to Christ that Satan does his most efficient work as he
tries toforce ustoreved our old nature. If he can get usto yield
to the habits of the old sel f-life often enough, he knows we will
be more incli ned to discour agement and will give up. Itiswhen
we are in this condition that we take oursdves out of Christ's
control and often, in rebdlion, turn away from God. This, no
doubt, is why Christ would not be di scouraged.

Christ was constantly tempted to do even the good things
that He did by using His own power—as we are constantly
tempted to take ourselves away from Christ and “do our own
thing,” whether good or bad.

Total surrender was Jesus’ only safety, and soitisforus. He
was, indeed, tempted in dl points like as we are. Every tempta
tion is, and aways has been, a temptation to demonstr ate sdl f-
ishness in one degree or another. Sdfi shness always separ ates
from God. Thisis Satan’s goal.

If Christ had used His own power by His own choice He
would not have been a perfect example for usto follow, thusthe
plan of savationwould havefailed, for Hewould not havedem-
onstrated perfect trust in His Father.

“Jesus revealed no qudities, and exercised no powers, that
men may not havethrough faith in Him. His perfect humanity
is that which dl His followers may possess if they will bein
subjection to God as Hewas.” 39
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Perfect trust is what righteousness by faith is al about!

In order to inspire in man that perfect trust, God’s plan of
savation establishes a reationship between the human family
and divinity that will never end. “Toassureusof Hisimmutabl e
counsd of peace, God gave His only-begotten Son to become
oneof the human family, forever toretain Hishuman nature.”40

“The Son of God now at the Father’s right hand, still pleads

as man’s Intercessor. Hestill retains His human nature, is still
the Saviour of mankind.” 41

“ ... Hegave His only-begotten Son to come to earth, to
take the nature of man, not only for the brief years of life, but to
retain His nature in the heavenly courts, an everlasting pledge
of the faithfulness of God.”42

“In passing from the scenes of His humiliation, Jesus lost
none of His humanity . . . He never forgets that Heis our repre-
sentative, that He bears our nature.”43

“That Christ should take human nature, and by alife
of humiliation elevate man in the scale of mora worth
with God: He should carry His adopted nature to the
throne of God, and there present His chil dren to the Fa
ther, to have conferred upon them an honor exceeding
that conferred upon the angel s,—this is the marvel of
the heavenly universe, the mystery into which angds
desireto |ook.” 44

“Christ’'s work was to reconcile man to God through His
human nature, and God to man through His divine nature.”4°

“God desires to hed us, to set us free. But since this re-

quires an entire transformation, a renewing of our whole na-
ture, we must yiel d ourselves wholly to Him.” 46

“In heaven it is sad by the ministering angels: The
mini stry which we have been commissioned to perform
we have done. We pressed back the army of evil angels.
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Wesent brightness and light i nto the souls of men, qui ck-
ening their memory of thel ove of God expressed in Jesus.
Their hearts were deeply moved by a sense of the sin
that crucified the Son of God. They wereconvicted. They
saw thestepsto betaken in conversion; they felt the power
of the gospd; their hearts were made tender as they saw
the sweetness of the loveof God. They behdd thebeauty
of the character of Christ. But with themany itwasdl
invan. They would not surrender their own habits and
character.”4

“Through the victory of Christ the same advantages
that He had are provided for man; for he may be a par-
taker of a power out of and above himsdf, even a par-
taker of the divine nature, by which he may overcome
the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 48

“All the natur al goodness of man iswor thlessin God's
sight. He does not take pleasure in any man who retai ns
his old nature, and i s not so renewed in knowledge and
gracethat he isanew man in Christ.” 49

“He would have us comprehend something of His
love in giving His Son to die that He might counteract
evil, remove the defiling stains of sin from the work-
manship of God, and re-instate the lost, € evating and
ennobling the soul toits original purity through Christ’s
imputed righteousness.”

This is the work to be accomplished in every born-again
Christian through God's unspeakable gift of justification through
fath.

The question that must be answered is: If Christ had asnful
human nature, is Heto retain that nature throughout eternity? If
not, then He had to be freed from that sinful nature sometime.
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When did this occur?—certainly not a Calvary! Hewas a per-
fect offering—not aflaw of any kind was in Him. If Christ had
entertained an evil thought even once, He could have accom-
plished nothing more than any other human priest. Every hu-
man priest, by birth, had been contaminated with sinful human
nature. Therefore, he must first make an offering for himself
each year (Hebrews 9:7) beforehecould serveas atypeof Christ.
Wecan then rest assured that at the cross“He[Christ] vanquished
Satan in the same nature over which in Eden Satan obtained the
victory.” 51 That nature was, obviously, sinless human nature
for that is the way Adam was created. He (Adam) was adso
defeated in his sinless human nature.

If Christ, a the cross, had the same human nature Adam had
when he was created, He could not have anful nature at the
same time. A house divided against itsef cannot stand. His
sinless human nature did not, however, reieve His suffering at
the cross or throughout His lifetime. He did take His sinless
human nature with Him into heaven and will bear it forever,
united and identified with humanity eternally.

“Christ was not insensibl etoignominy and disgrace.
Hefdt it dl mostbitterly. Hefelt itasmuch moredeeply
and acutd y thanwecan fed suffering, as His nature was
more exalted and pure, and holy than that of the sinful
race for whom He suffered.” 92

We are ddivered from our sinful human nature through the
new birth experience. Christ, however, needed not to be born
again. Hisbirth wasinto the same perfection Adamwas created
in. Baptism for Christ was not a symbol of death, burid and
resurrection to newness of life. His was an example for us to
follow. Every human being must be free from his sinful human
nature which is “enmity against God” (Romans 8:7) before he
can be a follower of God. This transformation Jesus did not
need, for He was the second Adam.
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Sinful human nature will be a thing of the past in the new
eath. To the born-again Christian, freedom from that sinful
nature—through God's plan of salvati on—makes it possble for
heaven to begin here on earth. How thankful we should be that
our Saviour has identified Himsd f with the human family by
retai ning our human nature forever.
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12 The Signs of the Times, April 25, 1892.

13 stepsto Christ, p. 62.

14 pariarchs and Prophets, p. 140. (Itdics supplied.)

15 selected Messages, book 1, pp. 272, 273.
(Italics supplied.)

16 Education, p. 29.
17" child Guidance, p. 475. (Italics supplied.)
18 The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7A, p. 665,

The Spirit_of Prophecy, vol. 2 (1877 ed.) pp. 9,10.
(Italics supplied.)
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The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1129,
Letter 8, 1895. (Italics supplied.)

The Desire of Ages, p. 172. (ltdics supplied.)

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7A, p. 651,
The Youth's Instructor, April 25, 1901.

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1128,
Letter 8, 1895. (ltalics supplied.)

Steps to Christ, p. 43. (Itaics supplied.)

Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 289. (Itaics supplied.)

Medicd Ministry, p. 181. (Itdics supplied.)

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 904,
Letter 5, 1889.

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1131,
The Signs of the Times, June 9, 1898.
(Italics supplied.)

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1129,
Letter 8, 1895.

Temperance, p. 284. (Itdics supplied.)

The Review and Herad, November 8, 1892.
(Italics supplied.)

Sdlected Messages, book 1, p. 211. (Italics supplied.)

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 904,
The Signs of the Times, January 20, 1898.

The Great Controversy, p. 508.

The Desire of Ages, p. 668.

Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 632.

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 930,
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The Review and Herald, April 1, 1875.

The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1081,
Letter 19, 1901.

The Desire of Ages, p. 664.
The Desire of Ages, p. 25.
The Signs of the Times, July 15, 1908.

(Italics supplied.)
Sdlected M essages, book 1, p. 258. (Itdics supplied.)
Testimonies to Ministers, p. 19. (Itadics supplied.)
Sons and Daughters of God, p. 22. (Itaics supplied.)
The Review and Herald, August 4, 1874.

(Italics supplied.)
Steps to Christ, p. 43. (Itdics supplied.)
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 318. (Itaics supplied.)
Signs of the Times, January 16, 1896.

(Italics supplied.)

God'sAmazing Grace, p. 66, The Review and Heral d,
August 24, 1897. (Itdics supplied.)

The Review and Herad, November 8, 1892.
(Italics supplied.)
The SDA Bible Commentary, vol 5, p. 1108,

Questions on Doctrines, p. 651, The Youth's Instructor,
April 25, 1901.

The Review and Herd d, September 11, 1888.
(Italics supplied.)
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APPENDIX B
HUMAN WILL

Power of the Wi I

“Without freedom of choice, his [man’s] obedience would
not have been voluntary, but forced. There could have been no
development of character.” Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 49. (Itd-
ics supplied.)

“Many are inquiring, ‘How am | to make the surrender of
mysdf to God? . .. What you need to understand is the true
force of the will. Thisis the governing power in the nature of
man, the power of decision, or of choice.” Steps to Christ, p. 47.
(Italics supplied.)

“The will i sthe gover ning power in thenatureof man, bring-
ing all the other faculties under its sway. The will is not the
taste or theinclinati on, but it is thedecidi ng power which works
in the children of men unto obedience to God or unto di sobedi-
ence” Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 513. (Itaics supplied.)

W Power

“As you confess before men and women your confidencein
the Lord, additiond strength isimparted to you. Determine to
praiseHim. With fir m deter mination comes increased will power ;
...” The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 3, p. 1143. Manuscript
116, 1902. (Itdics supplied.)
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“There is nothing harder for those who possess a strong will

than to give up their own way, and submit to the judgement of
others.” Gospd Workers, p. 447.

Per sever ance. deter mination, steadfastnessreved will power
and are a blessing when used for the right purpose.

Nature of Man

Human, Natur al, Sinful

“When man transgressed the divine law, his nature became
evil, and he was in harmony, and not at variance, with Satan.
There exists naturally no enmity [hatred] between sinful man
and the originator of sin. Both became evil through apostasy.”
The Great Controversy, p.505. (Itaics supplied.)

“Theword [Bibl €] destroys the natural, earthly nature, and
imparts anew lifein Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit comes to the
soul as aComforter. By the transforming agency of His grace,
the image of God is reproduced in the disciple; he becomes a
new creature.” The Desire of Ages, p. 391. (Italics supplied.)

“ ... Should they [Adam and Eve] onceyield to temptation,
their nature would become so depraved that i n themselves they

would have no power, and no disposition, to resist Satan.” Pa
triarchs and Prophets, p. 53. (Italics supplied.)

“While Adam was created sinless in the likeness of God,
Seth, like Cain, inherited the fall en nature of his parents.” Pa-
triarchs and Prophets, p. 80.

“For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh,”—it could not justify man, because in his sinful na-

ture hecould not keepthelaw.” Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 373.
(Italics supplied.)

Human, Divine, Snless

“As the graft receives life when united to the vine, so the
sinner partakes of the divine nature when connected to Christ.”



His Robe Or Mine/ 148
Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 355. (Itaics supplied.)

“...Man wasformed in the likeness of God. His nature
was in harmony with thewill of God.” Patriarchs and Prophets
p. 45. (Italics supplied.)

“‘If aman love me,” Christ said, ‘he will keep my words;
and my Father will love him, and wewill come unto him, and
make our abode with him.” John14:23. The spdl of astronger,
aperfect mind will be over us; for we have aliving connection
with the source of dl-enduring strength. In our divine life we
shall bebrought into captivity to Jesus Chrig. Weshall no longer
live the common life of sdfishness, but Christ will live in us.”
Christ’s Object_Lessons, p. 61. (Itaics supplied.)

Theterm “human nature’” can apply to e ther the sinless (be-

foresin) nature, or the born-again nature. It can aso apply to
the sinful nature according to the context in which itis used.

Char acter

“The character is revealed, not by occasiona good deeds
and occasiona misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitual
words and acts.” Steps to Christ, pp. 57,58.

“Actions make habits, and habits, character . . . ” Funda
mentals of Christian Education, p. 194.

“Thus actions repeated form habits, habits form character,
and by the character our destiny for time and for eternity is de-
cided.” Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 356.

Justification

“If you giveyoursef to Him, and accept Him as your Sav-
iour, then, sinful as your life may have been, for His sake you
are accounted righteous. Christ's character stands in the place
of your character, and you are accepted beforeGod just asif you
had not sinned.” Steps to Christ, p. 62.

“Whil e the sinner cannot save himsef, he still has some-
thing to do to secure sadvation. ‘Him that cometh to Me,” says
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Christ, ‘I will in no wise cast out.” But we must cometo Him;
and when werepent of our sins, wemust bdl ieve that He accepts
and pardons us. Faith isthe gift of God, but the power to exer-
ciseitisours. . . Jesus died for us because we were hel pless to
do this. In Him is our hope, our justification, our righteous-
ness.” Pariarchs and Prophets, p.431.

“The only way which he [the sinner] can attain to righteous-
ness is through faith. By faith he can bring to God the merits of
Christ, and the Lord places the obedience of His Son to the
sinner’s account. Christ’s righteousness is accepted i n place of
man’s failure, and God receives, pardons, justifies, the repen-
tant, believing soul, treats him as though he were righteous, and
loves him as Heloves His Son.” The SDA Bible Commentary,
vol. 6, p. 1073, The Review and Herad d, November 4, 1890.

Sanctification

“ ... Sanctification . . . is nothing | ess than adaily dying to
sdf, and daily conformity to thewill of God . . . Paul’s sanctifi-
cation was aconstant conflict with self. Said he, ‘I die daily.’
His will and his desires every day conflicted with duty and the
will of God. Instead of following inclination, he did the wil | of
God, however unpleasant and crucifying to his nature.” Testi-
monies, vol. 4, p. 299.

“Sanctification means habitua communion with God.” The
SDA BibleCommentary, vol. 7, p. 908, TheReview and Hera d,
March 15, 1906.

“ ... We should consider the words of the gpostlein which
he appeds to his brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
their bodies, ‘ aliving sacrifi ce, holy, acceptabl eunto God.” This
is true sanctification. It is not merely a theory, an emotion, or a
form of words, but aliving, active principle, entering into the
everyday life” Counses on Diet and Foods, pp. 164, 165.

““‘Learn of Me;’ says Jesus; ‘for | an meek and lowly in
heart: andye shdl findrest.” Weare to enter theschool of Christ,
to learn from Him meekness and lowliness. Redemption is that
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process by which the soul is trained for heaven. This training
means aknowledgeof Christ. It means emancipation fromidess,
habits, and practices that have been gained in the school of the
prince of darkness. The soul must be ddivered from dl that is
opposed to loydty to God.” The Desire of Ages, p. 330. (Itdics
supplied.)

Imputed

Webster’'s New College Dictionary, 1973, defines impute as
“to credit to a person or acause.”

“Among the great mass of professed Christians, the griev-
ous character of the transgression of the law of God is not un-
derstood. They do not redize that savation can be obta ned
only through the blood of Christ, through Hisimputed righteous-
ness, but thisalone will avail to makefallen manwhat heshould
be, and exalt him to become a member of the Roya Family.”
The Review and Herald, November 8, 1892. (Italics supplied.)

In justification Christ's character is imputed (credited to the
bdiever’s account). Thus his standing before God is changed.

Imparted

Webster's New College Dicti onary, 1973, defines impart as
“to give, convey, or grant from or as if from a store.”

“Christ imparts His righteousness to those who consent to
let Him take away their sins. We are indebted to Christ for the
grace [His character] which makes us complete in Him.” The
SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 972, Manuscript 40, 1900.

“The righteousness by whichwearej ustified isimputed; the
righteousness by which we are sanctified is imparted. The first
is our title to heaven, the second is our fitness for heaven.”
M essages to Young People, p. 35.

In sanctification Christ’'s character is imparted (or conveyed
to the bel iever and becomes apart of his person). Thus his per-
sondlity is changed.
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Death to Sdf

“When sdf iscrucified and Christisformed within, the hope
of glory, weshdl reved, in thought, word, and deed, the redity
of our belief in the truth.” Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 116.

“Words cannot describe the peace and joy possessed by him
who takes God at His word. Trias do not disturb him, dights do
notvex him. Sdf iscrucified.” Messagesto Young People, p. 98.

“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that
the body of sn might be destroyed, that henceforth we should
not serve sin.” Romans 6:6.

“Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our
body. For we which live are dways ddivered unto death for
Jesus’ sake, that the life a so of Jesus mi ght bemade manifest in
our mortal flesh. Sothendeathworkethin us, butlifeinyou.” 2
Corinthians 4:10-12.

Surrender

“There are some who are seeking, dways seeking, for the
goodly pearl. But they do not make an entire surrender of thelr
wrong habits. They do not die to sdf that Christ may live in
them. Therefore they do not find the precious pearl.” Selected
M essages, book 1, p. 399. (Itdics supplied.)

“Implicit belief in Christ’'s word is true humility, true self-
surrender.” The Desire of Ages, p. 523.

“Whenthesoul surrendersitsdf to Christ, a new power takes
possession of the new heart. A change is wrought which man
can never accomplish for himsef. It is a supernatural work,
bringing a supernatural eement into human nature. The soul
that is yielded to Christ becomes His own fortress, which He
holds in arevolted world, and He intends that no authority shall
be known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by
the heavenly agencies is impregnabl e to the assaults of Satan . .
.. Theonly defense agai nst evil isthe indwelling of Christ inthe
heart through faith in His righteousness. Unless we become vi-
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tally connected with God, we can never resist the unhal lowed
effects of sdf-love, sdf-indulgence, and temptation to sin. We
may leave off many bad habits, for the time we may part com-
pany with Satan; but without a vital connectionwith God, through
the surrender of our selves to Him moment by moment, we shall
be overcome.” TheDesire of Ages, p. 324.

Surrender and death to self equd the same thing.

Born Again

“When the Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it
transforms the life. . . . The blessing comes when by faith the
soul surrenders itself to God. Then that power which no human
eye can see cregtes a new being in the image of God. . .. Its
mystery exceeds human knowledge; yet he who passes from
deathtolife realizes that it isa divine reality..” The Desire of
Ages, p. 173. (Itdics supplied.)

“How, then, are we to be saved? ‘AsMoses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness,” sothe Son of man has been lifted up,
and everyone who has been deceived and bitten by the serpent
may | ook andlive. ‘Behold theLamb of God, whi ch taketh away
the sinof theworld.” John 1:29. Thelight shining from the cross
reved s the love of God. His love is drawing us to Himsdf. |If
we do not resist this drawing, we shal be led to the foot of the
cross in repentance for the sins that have crucified the Saviour.
Then the Spirit of God through faith produces a new life in the
soul.” TheDesire of Ages, pp. 175, 176. (Itdics supplied.)

““One thing thou lackest,” Jesus said. ‘If thou wilt be per-
fect, go and sdl that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou
shadt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.” Christ
read theruler’s heart. Only onething he lacked, but that was a
vital principle. He needed the love of God in the soul. This
lack, unless supplied, would prove fata to him; his whole na-
turewould become corrupted. By indulgence, selfi shnesswould
strengthen. That he might recei ve the love of God, his supreme
love of self must be surrendered.” The Desire of Ages, p. 519.
(Italics supplied.)
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“The new birth is arare experiencein this age of the

world. Thisis thereason why there are so many perplexities
in the churches. Many, so many, who assume the name of
Christ are unsanctified and unholy. They have been bapti zed,
but they were buried alive. Self did not die, and therefore they
did not rise to newness of lifein Christ.” The SDA Bible
Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1075, Manuscript 148, 1897.

The born-again experience necessitates a complete surren-
der, adying to self, before a new creature can be born by the
power of God. We had no choicein thefirst birth, but the new
birth must be by our choice.

Faith
“Faith i s the only conditi on upon which justification can
be obtai ned, and faith includes not only belief but trust.”

Selected M essages, book 1, p. 389.
Faith is taking God at His word.
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APPENDIX C

SANCTIFICATION
GOD’S PLAN

Faithtoallow thetrue
uninhibited | oveof

Jesusto flow through me.

Faithtosurrender all
competitive thinking and
denonstrate my belief
that all men are equal.

Faithtoyieldmywill
even as Jesus yiel ded His.

Faithtoacceptall life's
experiences without
retaliation, even inthought.

Faithtoaccept God's
plan for the care of my

body tenple.

Faithto trustingiration
even ifl do not
understand.

Faithtotrust Himin all
of life's experiences,
goodor bad.

FaithtotrustHim
for my salvation.

“Thisisthe way, walk yein it.”
Isaiah 30: 21
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SATAN’S CORRESPONDING
HINDRANCES TO GOD’SPLAN

“Thereisawaythat seemethright. . .."
Proverbs 16: 25
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APPENDIX D
OUR MINISTRY & OTHER RESOURCES

General I nformation

On-line and Other Resources: Listed below are a variety of
written and audio resources by Frank Phillips, or resources rec-
ommended by him during hisseminars. Many of theseresources,
particularly those of Pastor Phillips are available on-line at
www.justifiedwak.com as downloadable files. They are dso
avail able on compact di sk, cassette and M P3.

Copyrights and Copying: All of the materids that we have
developed are copyrighted. Wereserve al of our rightsand pro-
hibit commercia use. However, we aretrying to get his materi-
as out as much as possible, and therefore grant permission to
make limited copies for ministry and sharing purposes. Please
let us know how God is blessing your use of these materials.

Supporting Our Ministry: Justified Wak Ministriesis a not-
for-profit 501C ministry committed to sharing the truths of abun-
dant living shared by Frank Phillips. Thousands of copies of
selected sermons have been shared on a no cost basis, along
with other materias. Needless to say, such efforts take money
and supplies. Here are some ways you can hdp, if God puts
such aburden on your heart: (1) pray for us; (2) provide finan-
cid support—your gift istax deducti ble; and (3) share what you
have received with others.

Gratitude: We wish to acknowledge the generous support of
Alice Kirkman—~Pastor Philli ps’ daughter, and M ari on Baartz—
Pastor Phillips’ assistant and typi st, without whom the publica
tion of this book would not have been possible.



His Robe Or Mine/ 157

Resources by Frank Phillips & Other Authors

Frank Phillips

Pastor Philli ps spent the | ast ten years of his ministry conduct-
ing revival s with hiswife Dorothy. Some of these revivd series
were recorded and preserved. We have located three series so
far, but are continualy seeking more of them. You can find
these series on the web at www.justifiedwa k.com. You can lis-
ten to them on-line or download them. You can dso find the
associated handouts for the Justified Walk series on-line and as
downloadable pdf files. This book, His Robe Or Mine, is also
avail able on-line or as adownloadable pdf file.

TheJustified Walk series, (9 ssermonson-ine, CD, Casstte, MP3)
The Justified Walk handout materids, (on-line & pdf)

The Justified Walk transcript, (Brushton, NY: Teach Services)
The Branch & The Vine series, (6 sermons on-line, CD, €ic..)
Righteousness By Faith series, (10 sermons on-line, CD, &tc..)
His Robe or Mine (on-line, pdf and print)

Ellen White

Pastor Phillips quotes Ellen White in his sermons. Hewasaware
that not everyone held her in the sameregard, but saw his mis-
sion as reviving the church, and therefore made free use of her
writings. He quotes extensively from the volumes listed below,
as wdl as others. Since that time more books have been pub-
lished on the subject from her writings—Faith & Works for ex-
ample—and he would have undoubtedly recommended them as
well. Theseare available for purchase at Christian bookstores
or free on the web a www.dll engwhite.org.

The Desire of Ages, (Mountain View, CA: Pecific Press)
Christ Object Lessons, (Washington, DC: Review & Herad)
Ministry of Hedling, (Mountain View, CA: Peacific Press)

M ount of Blessing, (Washington, DC: Review & Herad)
Steps To Christ, (Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press)
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A. G. Danids

Elder Daniels, who was one of the leaders of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, was asked by the church in 1924 to sudy the
writings of Ellen White on the subject of Christ Our Righteous-
ness for the purpose of compiling those quotations in a book.
The result was abook by the same title and contains awonder-
ful, must read, collection of quotations on the subject. Elder
Philli ps strongly encouraged the reading of this book.

Christ Our Righteousness, (Washington, DC: Review & Herald)

Huegd, F. J.

Bone of His Bone, (Fort Washington, PA: Christian Literature
Crusade)—strongly recommended; wrote severa books on the
subject.

Mead MacGuire

Pastor MacGuire wrote four wonderful books around the 1920s
that havegreatly blessed God's children. Thesewere out of print
for along time, and are still hard to obtain. They are wonderful
and should be required reading! Pastor Phillips personally re-
printed MacGuire’sLife of Victory and His Crossand Mine and
sold them for a nominal price a his meetings.

The Life of Victory, (Washington, D.C.: Review & Herad)
His Cross & Mine, (Washington, D.C.: Review & Herald)

Lambs Among Wolves, (Sacramento, CA: Amazing Facts)
Does God Care, (Brushton, NY: Teach Servi ces)

Murray, Andrew,

Abidein Christ, (Fort Washington, PA: Christian Literature
Crusade)—wonderful! Murray wrote many books on the
subject and all of them are recommended.




His Robe Or Mine/ 159
Stanford, Miles
Principles of Spiritual Growth, (Lincoln, NE: Back to the
Bible, 1977)—this book was sometimes given by Elder

Philli ps to attendees.
Principle of Position, (Grand Rapids, M|: Zondervan)

Trumble, Charles

Victory in Christ, (Fort Washington, PA: Christian Literature
Crusade)—this is an excd lent book that Elder Phillips quotes
from. It comesin asmall format for sharing!

Whitehall-Smith, Hannah

The Christian’s Secret of aHappy L ife, (Old Teppan, NJ:
Fleming H Revel)




